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NOVEL PROTEIN PHOSPHATASES AND DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT OF 
PHOSPHATASE-RELATED DISORDERS 

This application claims priority to U.S. application 
15 serial no. 60/149,005, filed August 13, 1999, the entire 
contents of which, including the figures, are hereby 
incorporated by reference. 

Field of the Invention 

20 The present invention relates to polypeptides. In 

particular, the invention concerns phosphatase polypeptides, 
nucleotide sequences encoding the polypeptides, various 
products and assay methods that can be used for identifying 
compounds useful for the diagnosis and treatment of various 

25 phosphatase-related diseases and conditions, for example 
cell proliferative disorders. 

Background of the Invention 

The following description is provided to aid in 
30 understanding the invention but is not admitted to be prior 
art to the invention. 



1 



BNSDOCID: <WO_ 0112B19A2 I > 



WO 01/12819 



PCT/US00/22158 



Cellular signal transduction is a fundamental mechanism . 
whereby external stimuli that regulate diverse cellular 
processes are relayed to the interior of cells. One of the 
key biochemical mechanisms of signal transduction involves 

5 the reversible phosphorylation of proteins by protein 

kinases f which enables regulation of the activity of mature 
proteins by altering their structure and function. The best 
characterized eukaryotic protein kinases phosphorylate 
proteins on the alcohol moiety of serine, threonine and 

10 tyrosine residues. These kinases largely fall into two 
groups, those specific for phosphorylating serines and 
threonines, and those specific for phosphorylating 
tyrosines. The phosphorylation state of a given substrate 
also is regulated by the protein phosphatases, a class of 

15 proteins responsible for removal of the phosphate group 

added to a given substrate by a protein kinase. The protein 
phosphatases can alsp be classified as being specific for 
either serine/threonine or tyrosine. Protein phosphatases 
thus are a large family of enzymes that catalyze the 

20 dephosphorylation of proteins modified by phosphorylation of 
the hydroxyl-containing amino acids serine, threonine or 
tyrosine. Some members of this family are able to 
dephosphorylate only tyrosine (the protein tyrosine 
phosphatases), whereas others are able to dephosphorylate 

25 tyrosine as well as serine and threonine (dual-specificity 
phosphatases) . These proteins share a 250-300 amino acid 
domain that comprises the common catalytic core structure. 
Related phosphatases are clustered into distinct subfamilies 
of tyrosine phosphatases, dual-specificity phosphatases, and 

30 myotubularin-like phosphatases (Fauman EB, et al . , Trends 

2 
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Biochem Sci. 1996 Nov;21 (11) : 413-7 ; Martell KJ, et al., Mol 
Cells. 1998 Feb 28; 8 (1) :2-ll) - 

Through the use of a "motif extraction" bioinf ormatics 
script, we have identified additional mammalian members of 

5 the phosphatase family. We present here the partial or 
complete sequence of 20 new phosphatases, their 
classification, predicted or deduced protein structure, and 
a strategy for elucidating their biologic and therapeutic 
relevance- These inventive proteins include 15 MKP-like 

10 proteins, two CDC14-like proteins, and two myotubularin 

(MTM)-like proteins. A PTEN-like protein also is described. 
Classification of novel proteins as new members of 
established families has proven highly accurate not only in 
predicting motifs present in the remaining non-catalytic 

15 portion of each protein, but also in their regulation, 
substrates, and signaling pathways. 

Phosphatases have been implicated as regulating a 
variety of cellular responses, including response to growth 
factors, cytokines .and hormones, oxidative-, UV-, or 

20 irradiation-related stress pathways, inflammatory signals 
(i.e. TNF) , apoptotic stimuli (i.e. Fas), T and B cell 
costimulation, the control of cytoskeletal architecture, and 
cellular transformation (see The Protein Phosphatase 
Factsbook , Nick Tonks, Shirish Shenolikar , Harry 

25 Charbonneau, Academic Pr, 2000) 

Phosphata * :. 3 also possess a variety of non-catalytic 
domains that are believed to interact with upstream 
regulators. Examples include proline-rich domains for 
interaction with SH3-containing proteins, or specific 

30 domains for interaction with Rac, Rho, and Rab small G- 

3 
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proteins. These interactions may provide a mechanism for 
cross-talk between distinct biochemical pathways in response 
to external stimuli such as the activation of a variety of 
cell surface receptors, including tyrosine kinases, cytokine 
5 receptors, TNF receptor, Fas, T cell receptors, CD28, or 
CD40. 

Stnrnnary of the Invention 

The present invention relates to polypeptides, nucleic 

10 acids encoding such polypeptides, vectors, cells, tissues 

and animals containing such nucleic acids, antibodies to the 
polypeptides, assays utilizing the polypeptides, and methods 
relating to all of the foregoing. Preferably, the 
polypeptides of the present invention are phosphatases. 

15 Through the use of a "motif extraction" bioinf ormatics 
script, additional mammalian members of the phosphatase 
family are herein presented. These phosphatases include 
MKP-like proteins, CDC14-like proteins, PTEN-like proteins, 
and myotubularin (MTM)-like proteins. Classification of 

20 proteins as new members of established families has proven 
highly accurate not only in predicting motifs present in the 
remaining non-catalytic portion of each protein, but also in 
their regulation, substrates, and signaling pathways. 

An aspect of the invention features isolated, enriched, 

25 or purified nucleic acid molecules encoding polypeptides, 
preferably phosphatases. In preferred embodiments, the 
invention includes an isolated, enriched or purified nucleic 
acid molecule encoding a phosphatase, wherein said nucleic 
acid molecule comprises a nucleotide sequence that 

4 
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(a) encodes a polypeptide having the amino acid 
sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO:2, SEQ ID N0:4, SEQ ID NO:6, 
SEQ ID NO:8, SEQ ID NO:10, SEQ ID NO:12, SEQ ID NO:14, SEQ 
ID NO:16, SEQ ID NO:18, SEQ ID NO:20, SEQ ID NO:22, SEQ ID 

5 NO:24, SEQ ID NO:26, SEQ ID NO:28, SEQ ID NO:30, SEQ ID 
NO:32, SEQ ID NO:34, SEQ ID NO:42, SEQ ID NO:38 or SEQ ID 
NO:40; 

(b) is the complement of the nucleotide sequence of 

(a); 

10 (c) hybridizes under highly stringent conditions to the 

molecule of (b) and encodes a naturally occurring 
polypeptide; 

(d) encodes a polypeptide having the full length amino 
acid sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO:2, SEQ ID NO: 4, SEQ ID 

15 NO:6, SEQ ID NO:10, SEQ ID NO:12, SEQ ID NO:14, SEQ ID 
NO:16, SEQ ID NO:18, SEQ ID NO:20, SEQ ID NO:22, SEQ ID 
NO:26, SEQ ID NO:28, SEQ ID NO:30, SEQ ID NO:32, SEQ ID 
NO:34, SEQ ID 110:38, SEQ ID N0:40 or SEQ ID NO:42, except 
that it lacks at least one or more, but not all, of the 

20 contiguous set of numbered amino acid residues as set forth 
in the respective domain delimitations in any of the 
Figures; 

(e) is the complement of the nucleotide sequence of 

(d) ; 

25 (f) the amino acid sequence set forth in at least one 

of the respective sets of numbered amino acid residues set 
forth in any Figu_> 

(g) is the complement of the nucleotide sequence of 

(f); 

5 
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(h) encodes a polypeptide having the full length amino 
acid sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO:2, SEQ ID NO:4, SEQ ID 
NO:6, SEQ ID NO: 10, SEQ ID NO:12, SEQ ID NO:14, SEQ ID 
NO:16, SEQ ID NO:18, SEQ ID NO:20, SEQ ID NO:22, SEQ ID 
5 NO:26, SEQ ID NO:28, SEQ ID NO:30, ( SEQ ID NO:32, SEQ ID 
NO:34, SEQ ID NO:38, SEQ ID NO:40 or SEQ ID NO:42, except 
that it lacks one or more, but not all, of the domains 
selected from the group consisting of an N-terminal domain, 
a phosphatase domain and a C-terminal domain; 
10 (i) is the complement of the nucleotide sequence of 

(h); 

(j) has the nucleotide sequence set forth in SEQ ID 
NO:l, SEQ ID NO:3, SEQ ID NO:5, SEQ ID NO:7, SEQ ID NO:9, 
SEQ ID NO:ll, SEQ ID NO:13, SEQ ID NO:15, SEQ ID NO:17, SEQ 

15 ID NO:19, SEQ ID NO:21, SEQ ID NO:23, SEQ ID NO:25, SEQ ID 
NO:27, SEQ ID NO:29, SEQ ID NO:31, SEQ ID NO:33, SEQ ID 
NO:41, SEQ ID NO:37 or SEQ ID NO:39; or 

(k) is the complement of the nucleotide sequence set 
forth in (j). Preferably, the nucleic acid is isolated, 

20 purified or enriched from a mammal, most preferably from a 
human . 

According to another aspect of the present invention, 
there are provided methods of treating diseases or disorders 
by administering to a patient an agent that modulates 

25 activity of a phosphatase having an amino acid according to 
the the present invention, such as those identified in the 
attached figures in view of the teachings contained herein. 
Due to the broad functional implications of various 
phosphatase families, such treatment may be effectuated to a 

30 wide range of diseases, including cancer, pathophysiological 
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hypoxia, cardiovascular disorders, Papillon-Lef evre 
syndrome, Cowden disease, ectordermal dysplasia, Moebius 
syndrome, Bjornstad syndrome, Bannayan Zonana syndrome, 
schizophrenia and hamartomas. Of particular significance is 

5 treatment to various type of cancers, as exemplified in 

Example 3, The method of the present invention may be used 
to treat breast cancer, urogenital cancer, prostate cancer, 
head and neck cancer, lung cancer, synovial sarcomas, renal 
cell carcinoma, non-small cell lung cancer, hepatocellular 

10 carcinoma, pancreatic endocrine tumors, stomach cancer, 
gliobastoma, colorectal cancer, and thyroid cancer. 

The relevance of a phosphatase gene to a particular 
disease condition can be evaluated in order to effect 
treatment. According to one embodiment of the present 
15 invention, microarray expression analysis is performed to 
establish expression profiles of various phosphatase genes 
according to the invention, and thereby identify the ones 
whose expression correlates with certain diseased 
conditions . 

20 It should be appreciated that many ways of comparison 

and correlation analysis may be carried out based on 
expression data generated in the way similar to that 
described in Example 3, which become apparent to one skilled 
in the art based on the above discussion and which therefore 

25 fall in the scope of the invention. Inference- derived from 
those comparison and correlation analysis may similarly be 
used in substantiating the treatment method according to 
this invention. One scenario to be noted is when pairs of 
samples of normal tissues and diseased tissues are used to 

30 make the expression arrays, the data generated will 

7 
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specifically demonstrate which phosphatase genes are 
differentially expressed in certain diseased conditions, 
thereby form targets of the treatment method according to 
the present invention. That is, modulators or agents that 
5 are capable of regulating their activities, either in vivo 
or in vitro, may be identified and used in the treatment of 
the given diseased conditions. 

According to the present invention, there also are 
provided methods for detection of a phosphatase in a sample 

10 as a diagnostic tool for a disease or disorder using 
nucleotide probes derived from the phosphatase gene 
sequences disclosed in the present invention, such as those 
disclosed herein. Due to the broad functional implications 
of various phosphatase families, such diagnostic measures 

15 may be used for a wide range of diseases, including cancer, 
pathophysiological hypoxia, cardiovascular disorders, 
Papillon-Lef evre syndrome, Cowden disease, ectordermal 
dysplasia, Moebius syndrome, Bjornstad syndrome, Bannayan 
Zonana syndrome, schizophrenia and hamartomas. Of 

20 particular importance is diagnose of various type of 

cancers. The diagnostic method of the present invention may 
be used to test for breast cancer, urogenital cancer, 
prostate cancer, head and neck cancer, lung cancer, synovial 
sarcomas, renal cell carcinoma, non-small cell lung cancer, 

25 hepatocellular carcinoma, pancreatic endocrine tumors, 

stomach cancer, gliobastoma, colorectal cancer, and thyroid 
cancer. 

Similar to the method of treatment discussed above, it 
is useful to determine the level of relevance of a 
30 phosphatase gene to a particular diseased condition is 

8 
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determined in order to effect accurate diagnoses. Such 
determinations can be accomplished by performing microarray 
expression analysis according to one embodiment of this 
invention. The phosphatase genes whose expression 
5 correlates with certain diseased conditions may be 
identified by the procedure described herein. 

Many ways of comparison and correlation analysis may be 
carried out based on expression data generated in the way 
similar to that described here; they also necessarily fall 

10 in the scope of the present invention. Inferences derived 
from those comparison and correlation analysis may similarly 
be used in substantiating the diagnostic method according to 
this invention. One scenario to be noted is when pairs of 
samples of normal tissues and diseased tissues are used to 

15 make the expression arrays, the data generated will 
specifically demonstrate which phosphatase genes are 
differentially expressed in certain diseased conditions, 
therefore may serve as diagnostic markers used in the 
aforementioned diagnostic method. 

20 According to the present invention, there also are 

provided methods for detection of a phosphatase in a sample 
as a diagnostic tool for a disease or disorder by comparing 
a nucleic acid target region of the phosphatase genes 
disclosed in the present invention, such genes encoding the 

25 amino acid sequences listed in Figure 2, with a control 

region; and then detecting differences in sequence or amount 
between the target region and control region as an 
indication of the disease or disorder. This method also may 
be used for diagnosing a wide range of diseases, including 

30 cancer, pathophysiological hypoxia, cardiovascular 
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disorders, Papillon-Lef evre syndrome, Cowden disease, 
ectordermal dysplasia, Moebius syndrome, Bjornstad syndrome, 
Bannayan Zonana syndrome, schizophrenia and hamartomas. Of 
particular importance is diagnose of various type of 
5 cancers. As the aforementioned diagnostic method, this 
particular method may similarly be used to test for breast 
cancer, urogenital . cancer , prostate cancer, head and neck 
cancer, lung cancer, synovial sarcomas, renal cell 
carcinoma, non-small cell lung cancer, hepatocellular 
10 carcinoma, pancreatic endocrine tumors, stomach cancer, 
gliobastoma, colorectal cancer, and thyroid cancer. 

A target region can be any particular region of 
interest in a phosphatase gene, such as an upstream 
regulatory region. Variations of sequence in an upstream 

15 regulatory region in a family of phosphatase often have 

functional implications some of which may be significant in 
bringing about certain diseased conditions. Changes of the 
amount of a target region, e.g., changes of number of copies 
of a regulatory region such as a receptor-binding site, in 

20 certain phosphatase genes, may also represent mechanisms of 
functional differentiation and hence may be connected to 
certain diseased states. Detection of such differences in 
sequence and amount of a target region compared to a control 
region therefore may effectively lead to detection of a 

25 diseased condition. 

In one embodiment of the present invention, microarray 
studies may be used to identify the potential connections 
between a diseased condition and variations of a target 
region among a set of phosphatase genes. For example, 
30 nucleic acid probes may be made that correspond to a given 

10 
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target region and a control region, respectively, of a 
phosphatase gene of interest. Samples from normal and 
diseased tissues are used to make microarray as discussed 
supra and in Example 3. Hybridization of these probes to 
5 the array so made will yield comparative profiles of the 

region of interest in the normal and diseased condition, and 
thus may derive a definition of differences of the target 
region and control region that is characterized of the 
disease in question. Such definition in turn may serve as 

10 an indication of the diseased condition as used in the 

second-mentioned diagnostic method according to the present 
invention. It should be appreciated that many equivalent or 
similar methods may be used in carrying out the diagnosis 
according to the invention which would become apparent to 

15 the skilled person in the art based on the example provided 
here, and therefore, they are covered in the scope of this 
invention. The invention is further illuminated by the 
following explanations. 

By "isolated" in reference to a nucleic acid is meant, 

20 for example, a polymer of 14, 17, 21, 35, 50, 75, 100 or 

more nucleotides conjugated to each other, including DNA or 
RNA that is isolated from a natural source or that is 
synthesized. The isolated nucleic acid of the present 
invention is unique in the sense that it is not found in a 

25 pure or separated state in nature. Use of the term 

"isolated" indicates that a naturally occurring sequence has 
been removed from its normal cellular ( e.g. , chror* omal) 
environment. Thus, the sequence may be in a cell-free 
solution or placed in a different cellular environment. The 

30 term does not imply that the sequence is the only nucleotide 

11 
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sequence present, but that it is substantially free (about 
90 - 95% pure at least) of non-nucleotide material naturally 
associated with it and thus is meant to be distinguished 
from isolated chromosomes. 

5 By the use of the term "enriched" in reference to 

nucleic acid is meant that the specific DNA or RNA sequence 
constitutes a significantly higher fraction (2-5 fold) of 
the total DNA or RNA present in the cells or solution of 
interest than in normal or diseased cells or in the cells 

10 from which the sequence was taken. This could be caused by 
a person or device by preferential reduction in the amount 
of other DNA or RNA present, or by a preferential increase 
in the amount of the specific DNA or RNA sequence, or by a 
combination of the two. However, it should be noted that 

15 "enriched" does not necessarily imply that there are no 

other DNA or, RNA sequences present, just that the relative 
amount of the sequence of interest has been significantly 
increased. The term "significant" here is used to indicate 
that the level of increase is useful to the person making 

20 such an increase, and generally means an increase relative 
to other nucleic acids of about at least 2 fold, more 
preferably at least 5 to 10 fold or even more. The term 
also does not imply that there is no DNA or RNA from other 
sources. The other source DNA may, for example, comprise 

25 DNA from a yeast or bacterial genome, or a cloning vector 
such as pUC19. This term distinguishes the sequence from 
nat^o^ally occurring enrichment events, such as viral 
infection, or tumor type growths, in which the level of one 
mRNA may be naturally increased relative to other species of 

30 mRNA. That is, the term is meant to cover only those 

12 
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situations in which a person has intervened to elevate the 
proportion of the desired nucleic acid. 

It is also advantageous for some purposes that a 
nucleotide sequence be in purified form. The term 
5 "purified" in reference to nucleic acid does not require 
absolute purity (such as a homogeneous preparation); 
instead, it represents an indication that the sequence is 
relatively purer than in the natural environment (compared 
to the natural level this level should be at least 2-5 fold 

10 greater, e.g., in terms of mg/ml) . Individual clones 
isolated from a cDNA library may be purified to 
electrophoretic homogeneity. The claimed DNA molecules 
obtained from these clones can be obtained directly from 
total DNA or from total RNA. The cDNA clones are not 

15 naturally occurring, but rather are preferably obtained via 
manipulation of a partially purified naturally occurring 
substance (messenger RNA) . The construction of a cDNA 
library from mRNA involves the creation of a synthetic 
substance (cDNA) and pure individual cDNA clones can be 

20 isolated from the synthetic library by clonal selection of 
the cells carrying the cDNA library. Thus, the process 
which includes the construction of a cDNA library from mRNA 
and isolation of distinct cDNA clones preferably yields more 
than approximately 100 fold purification and more preferably 

25 yields an approximately 106-fold purification of the native 
message. Thus, purification of at least one order of 
magnitude, preferably two or three orders, and more 
preferably four or five orders of magnitude is expressly 
contemplated. The term is also chosen to distinguish clones 

30 already in existence which may encode phosphatases but which 

13 
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have not been isolated from other clones in a library of 
clones. Thus, the term covers clones encoding phosphatases 
which are isolated from other non-phosphatase clones. 
Nucleic acids that hybridize to any of the above 

5 sequences or functional derivatives (as defined below) of 
any of the above are also contemplated as part of the 
invention. The nucleic acid may be isolated from a natural 
source by cDNA cloning, enrichment hybridization and/or 
subtractive hybridization techniques; the natural source may 

10 be mammalian (human) blood, semen, or tissue and the nucleic 
acid may be synthesized by the triester or other method or 
by using an automated DNA synthesizer. 

The term "hybridize" refers to a method of interacting 
a nucleic acid sequence with a DNA or RNA molecule in 

15 solution or on a solid support, such as cellulose or 

nitrocellulose. If a nucleic acid sequence binds to the DNA 
or RNA molecule with high affinity, it is said to 
"hybridize" to the DNA or RNA molecule. The strength of the 
interaction between the probing sequence and its target can 

20 be assessed by varying the stringency of the hybridization 
conditions. Various low or high stringency hybridization 
conditions may be used depending upon the specificity and 
selectivity desired (see for example, Berger et al., Methods 
in Enzyinoloqy, Guide to Molecular Cloning Techniques Volume 

25 152 (1987), the entire content of which is hereby 

incorporated by reference in its entirety, including any 
drawings) . Stringency is controlled by varying salt or 
denaturant concentrations. By high stringent hybridization 
assay conditions is meant hybridization assay conditions at 

30 least as stringent as the following: hybridization in 50% 

14 
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formamide, 5X SSC, 50 mM NaH 2 P0 4/ pH 6.8, 0.5% SDS, 0.1 
mg/mL sonicated salmon sperm DNA, and 5X Denhart solution at 
42 °C overnight; washing with 2X SSC, 0.1% SDS at 45 °C; and 
washing with 0.2X SSC, 0.1% SDS at 45 °C. More higly 
5 stringent conditions include 0.1X SSC, 0.05% SDS and 55 °C 
for the second wash. 

One skilled in the art will recognize how such 
conditions can be altered to vary specificity and 
selectivity. Under highly stringent hybridization 

10 conditions only highly complementary nucleic acid sequences 
hybridize. Preferably, such conditions prevent 
hybridization of nucleic acids having one or two mismatches 
out of 20 contiguous nucleotides. 

In yet other preferred embodiments the nucleic acid is 

15 an isolated conserved or unique region, for example those 
useful for the design of hybridization probes to facilitate 
identification and cloning of additional polypeptides, or 
for the design of PCR probes to facilitate cloning of 
additional polypeptides . 

20 By "conserved nucleic acid regions", it is meant 

regions present on two. or more nucleic acids encoding a 
polypeptide, preferably a phosphatase polypeptide, to which 
a particular nucleic acid sequence can hybridize under lower 
stringency conditions. Examples of lower stringency 

25 conditions suitable for screening for nucleic acids encoding 
phosphatase polypeptides are provided in Abe, et al. J. 
Biol. Chem. 19:13361 (1992); and Berger et al., above 
(hereby incorporated by reference herein in its entirety, 
including any drawings) . Preferably, conserved regions 

30 differ by no more than 5 out of 20 continguous nucleotides. 

15 
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By "unique nucleic acid region" it is meant a sequence 
present in a full length nucleic acid coding for a 
phosphatase polypeptide that is not present in a sequence 
coding for any other known naturally occurring polypeptide. 

5 Such regions preferably comprise 14, 17, 21, 35, 50, 15, 100 
or more contiguous nucleotides present in the full length 
nucleic acid encoding a phosphatase polypeptide. In 
particular, a unique nucleic acid region is preferably of 
human origin. A unique nucleic acid region may be 

10 identified by aligning the full length sequence of interest 
with a previously known sequence. The two sequences will 
each have a number of contiguous nucleotides that are 
identical to one another. A unique nucleic acid region will 
contain these contiguous nucleotides and one or more 

15 additional contiguous nucleotides from the full length 
sequence of interest. 

The invention also features a nucleic acid probe for 
the detection of a nucleic acid encoding a phosphatase 
polypeptide in a sample. The nucleic acid probe contains 

20 nucleic acid that will hybridize specifically to a sequence 
of, for example, at least 14, 17, 21, 35, 50, 75, 100 or 
more continguous nucleotides set forth in SEQ ID N0:1, SEQ 
ID NO:3, SEQ ID NO:5, SEQ ID NO:7, SEQ ID N0:9, SEQ ID 
NO:ll, SEQ ID N0:13, SEQ ID NO:15, SEQ ID NO:17, SEQ ID 

25 NO:19, SEQ ID NO:21, SEQ ID NO:23, SEQ ID NO:25, SEQ ID 
NO:27, SEQ ID NO:29, SEQ ID NO:31, SEQ ID NO:33, SEQ ID 
NO: 41, SEQ ID NO: 37 or SEQ ID NO: 39 or a complement or a 
functional derivative thereof. The probe is preferably at 
least 14, 17, 21, 35, 50, 75, 100 or more bases in length 
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and selected to hybridize specifically to a unique region of 
a phosphatase encoding nucleic acid. 

In preferred embodiments the nucleic acid probe 
hybridizes to a nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide having 
5 the amino acid sequence set forth in at least one of the 

respective sets of numbered amino acid residues set forth in 
any Figure. Various low or high stringency hybridization 
conditions may be used depending upon 'the specificity and 
selectivity desired, as recited above. Under highly 

10 stringent hybridization conditions only highly complementary 
nucleic acid sequences hybridize. Preferably, such 
conditions prevent hybridization of nucleic acids having 1 
or 2 mismatches out of 20 contiguous nucleotides. 

Methods for using the probes include detecting the 

15 presence or amount of phosphatase RNA in a sample by 
contacting the sample with a nucleic acid probe under 
conditions such that hybridization occurs and detecting the 
presence or amount of the probe bound to phosphatase RNA. 
The nucleic acid duplex formed between the probe and a 

20 nucleic acid sequence coding for a phosphatase polypeptide 
may be used in the identification of the sequence of the 
nucleic acid detected (for example see, Nelson et al. f in 
Nonisotopic DNA Probe Techniques, p. 275 Academic Press, San 
Diego (Kricka, ed., 1992) hereby incorporated by reference 

25 herein in its entirety, including any drawings) . Kits for 
performing such methods may be constructed to include a 
container means having disposed therein a nucleic acid 
probe . 

The invention also features recombinant nucleic acid, 
30 preferably in a cell or an organism. The recombinant 
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nucleic acid may contain a sequence encoding any of the 
posphatases set forth, or functional derivatives thereof, 
and a vector or a promoter effective to initiate 
transcription in a host cell. The recombinant nucleic acid 
5 can alternatively contain a transcriptional initiation 

region functional in a cell, a sequence complimentary to an 
RNA sequence encoding a phosphatase polypeptide and a 
transcriptional termination region functional in a cell. 

Another aspect of the invention features an isolated, 

10 enriched or purified polypeptide. Preferably, the isolated, 
enriched or purified polypeptide is a phosphatase 
polypeptide. The polypeptide of the present invention 
comprises an amino acid sequence having 

(a) the amino acid sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO:2, 

15 SEQ ID NO:4, SEQ ID NO:6, SEQ ID NO:8, SEQ ID NO:10, SEQ ID 
NO:12, SEQ ID NO:14, SEQ ID N0:16, SEQ ID NO: 18, SEQ ID 
NO:20, SEQ ID NO:22, SEQ ID NO:24, SEQ ID NO:26, SEQ ID 
NO:28, SEQ ID NO:30, SEQ ID NO:32, SEQ ID NO:34, SEQ ID 
NO:42, SEQ ID NO:38 or SEQ ID NO:40; 

20 (b) the amino acid sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO:2, 

SEQ ID NO: 4, SEQ ID NO: 6, SEQ ID NO: 10, SEQ ID NO: 12, SEQ ID 
NO:14, SEQ ID NO:16, SEQ ID NO:18, SEQ ID NO:20, SEQ ID 
NO:22, SEQ ID NO:26, SEQ ID NO:28, SEQ ID NO:30, SEQ ID 
NO:32, SEQ ID NO:34, SEQ ID NO:38, SEQ ID NO:40 or SEQ ID 

25 NO: 42, except that it lacks one or more, but not all, of the 
respective domain delimitations set forth in any of the 
Figures; 

(c) the amino acid sequence set forth in at least one 
of the respective sets of numbered amino acid residues set 
30 forth in any Figure; 
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(d) the amino acid sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 2, 
SEQ ID NO:4, SEQ ID NO:6, SEQ ID NO:10, SEQ ID NO:12, SEQ ID 
NO:14, SEQ ID NO:16, SEQ ID NO:18, SEQ ID NO:20, SEQ ID 
NO:22, SEQ ID NO:26, SEQ ID NO:28, SEQ ID NO:30, SEQ ID 
5 NO:32 or SEQ ID NO:34, SEQ ID NO:38, SEQ ID NO:40 or SEQ ID 
NO: 42, except that it lacks at least one, but not all, of 
the following domains: an N-terminal domain, a C-terminal 
domain or a phosphatase domain. Preferably, the phosphatase 
is isolated, purified or enriched from a mammal, most 

10 preferably from a human. 

By "phosphatase polypeptide" it is meant an amino acid 
sequence substantially similar to the sequence shown in SEQ 
ID NO:2, SEQ ID NO:4, SEQ ID NO:6, SEQ ID NO:8, SEQ ID 
NO:10, SEQ ID NO:12, SEQ ID NO:14, SEQ ID NO:16, SEQ ID 

15 NO:18, SEQ ID NO:20, SEQ ID NO:22, SEQ ID NO:24, SEQ ID 
NO:26, SEQ ID NO:28, SEQ ID NO:30, SEQ ID NO:32, SEQ ID 
NO:34, SEQ ID NO:42, SEQ ID NO:38 or SEQ ID NO:40, or 
fragments thereof. A sequence that is substantially similar 
will preferably have at least 90% identity (more preferably 

20 at least 95% and most preferably 99-100%) to the sequence of 
SEQ ID NO:2, SEQ ID NO:4, SEQ ID NO:6, SEQ ID NO:8, SEQ ID 
NO:10, SEQ ID NO:12, SEQ ID NO:14, SEQ ID NO:16, SEQ ID 
NO:18, SEQ ID NO:20, SEQ ID NO:22, SEQ ID NO:24, SEQ ID 
NO:26, SEQ ID NO:28, SEQ ID NO:30, SEQ ID NO:32, SEQ ID 

25 NO:34, SEQ ID NO:42, SEQ ID NO:38 or SEQ ID NO:40. 

By "identity" is meant a property of sequences that 
measures their similarity or relationship. Identity is 
measured by dividing the number of identical residues in the 
two sequences by the total number of residues and 

30 multiplying the product by 100. Thus, two copies of exactly 
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the same sequence have 100% identity, but sequences that are 
less highly conserved and have deletions, additions, or 
replacements have a lower degree of identity. Those skilled 
in the art will recognize that several computer programs are 
5 available for determining sequence identity. Using standard 
parameters, for example Gapped BLAST or PSI-BLAST (Altschul, 
et al- (1997) Nucleic Acids Res. 25:3389-3402), BLAST 
(Altschul, et al. (1990) J. Mol. Biol. 215:403-410), and 
Smith-Waterman (Smith, et al. (1981) J. Mol. Biol. 147:195- 
10 197) . 

By "isolated" in reference to a polypeptide is meant, 
for example, a polymer of 6, 12, 18, 24, 30, 36, 50, 75, 100 
or more amino acids conjugated to each other, including 
polypeptides that are isolated from a natural source or that 

15 are synthesized. The isolated polypeptides of the present 
invention are unique in the sense that they are not found in 
a pure or separated state in nature. Use of the term 
"isolated" indicates that a naturally occurring sequence has 
been removed from its normal cellular environment. Thus, 

20 the sequence may be in a cell-free solution or placed in a 
different cellular environment. The term does not imply 
that the sequence is the only amino acid chain present, but 
that it is essentially free (about 90 - 95% pure at least) 
of material naturally associated with it. 

25 By the use of the term "enriched" in reference to a 

polypeptide it is meant that the specific amino acid 
sequence constitutes a significantly higher fraction (2-5 
fold) of the total of amino acids present in the cells or 
solution of interest than in normal or diseased cells or in 

30 the cells from which the sequence was taken. This could be 
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caused by a person by preferential reduction in the amount 
of other amino acids present, or by a preferential increase 
in the amount of the specific amino acid sequence of 
interest, or by a combination of the two. However, it 
5 should be noted that "enriched" does not imply that there 
are no other amino acid sequences present, just that the 
relative amount of the sequence of interest has been 
significantly increased. The term significant here is used 
to indicate that the level of increase is useful to the 

10 person making such an increase, and generally means an 

increase relative to other amino acids of about at least 2 
fold, more preferably at least 5 to 10 fold or even more. 
The term also does not imply that there is no amino acid 
from other sources. The other amino acid may, for example, 

15 comprise amino acid encoded by a yeast or bacterial genome, 
or a cloning vector such as pUC19. The term is meant to 
cover only those situations in which a person has intervened 
to elevate the proportion of the desired nucleic acid. 

It is also advantageous for some purposes that an amino 

20 acid sequence be in purified form. The term "purified" in 
reference to a polypeptide does not require absolute purity 
(such as a homogeneous preparation) ; instead, it represents 
an indication that the sequence is relatively purer than in 
the natural environment (compared to the natural level this 

25 level should be at least 2-5 fold greater, e.g., in terms of 
mg/ml) . Purification of at least one order of magnitude, 
preferably two or three orders, and more preferably four or 
five orders of magnitude is expressly contemplated. The 
substance is preferably free of contamination at a 



21 



BNSDOCID:<WO 011281SA2 I > 



WO 01/12819 



PCT/US00/22158 



functionally significant level, for example at least 90%, 
95%, or 99% pure. 

In another aspect the invention features an isolated, 
enriched, or purified polypeptide fragment, preferably a 
5 phosphatase polypeptide fragment. By "a phosphatase 

polypeptide fragment" it is meant an amino acid sequence 
that is less than the full-length phosphatase amino acid 
sequence shown in SEQ ID N0:2, SEQ ID NO: 4, SEQ ID NO: 6, SEQ 
ID NO:8, SEQ ID NO:10, SEQ ID NO: 12, SEQ ID N0:14, SEQ ID 

10 NO: 16, SEQ ID NO:18, SEQ ID N0:20, SEQ ID NO:22, SEQ ID 
NO:24, SEQ ID NO:26, SEQ ID NO:28, SEQ ID NO:30, SEQ ID 
NO:32, SEQ ID NO:34, SEQ ID NO:42, SEQ ID NO:38 or SEQ ID 
NO: 40. Examples of fragments include phosphatase domains, 
phosphatase mutants and phosphatase-specif ic epitopes or 

15 recombinant phosphatase polypeptide. 

By a "domain" it is meant a portion of the polypeptide 
having homology to one or more known proteins wherein the 
sequence predicts some common function, interaction or 
activity. Polypeptide domains of the present invention 

20 include C-terminal domains, N-terminal domains and 

phosphatase domains (i.e., the catalytic domain as provided, 
alternatively, throghout the disclosure) . 

The term "phosphatase domain" refers to the region of 
the protein phosphatase that is responsible for excising a 

25 phosphate from a phosphorylated protein. 

The term "N-terminal domain" refers to the 
extracatalytic region located between the initiator 
methionine, or first amino acid if the N-terminal domain is 
partial, and the catalytic domain of the protein 

30 phosphatase. The N-terminal domain can be identified 
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following a Smith-Waterman alignment of the protein sequence 
against the non-redundant protein database to define the N- 
terminal boundary of the catalytic domain. Depending on its 
length, the N- terminal domain may or may not play a 
5 regulatory role in phosphatase function. 

The Oterminal domain refers to the region located 
between the catalytic domain and the carboxy-terminal amino 
acid residue of the phosphatase. The C-terminal domain can 
be identified following a Smith-Waterman alignment of the 

10 protein sequence against the non-redundant protein database 
to define the C-terminal boundary of the catalytic domain. 
The C-terminal domain may or may not play a regulatory role 
in phosphatase function. In the present invention, either 
the N-terminal or C-terminal domain may encompass 

15 unidentified domains responsible for additional protein 
function. 

By a "phosphatase mutant" it is meant a phosphatase 
polypeptide which differs from the native sequence in that 
one or more amino acids have been changed, added and/or 

20 deleted. Changes in amino acids may be conservative or non- 
conservative. By "conservative" it is meant the 
substitution of an amino acid for one with similar 
properties such as charge, hydrophobicity , structure, etc. 
Examples of polypeptides encompassed by this term include, 

25 but are not limited to, (1) chimeric proteins which comprise 
a i ortion of a phosphatase polypeptide sequence fused to a 
non-phosphatase polypeptide sequence, for example a 
polypeptide sequence of hemagglutinin (HA), (2) phosphatase 
proteins lacking a specific domain, for example the 

30 catalytic domain, and (3) phosphatase proteins having a 
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point mutation. A phosphatase mutant will retain some 
useful function such as, for example, binding to a natural 
binding partner, catalytic activity, or the ability to bind 
to a phosphatase-specif ic antibody (as defined below) . 
5 By "phosphatase-specif ic epitope" it is meant a 

sequence of amino acids that is both antigenic and unique to 
a phosphatase. Phosphatase-specif ic epitopes can be used to 
produce phosphatase-specif ic antibodies, as more fully 
described below. 

10 By "recombinant phosphatase polypeptide" it is meant to 

include a polypeptide produced by recombinant DNA techniques 
such that it is distinct from a naturally occurring 
polypeptide either in its location ( e.g. , present in a 
different cell or tissue than found in nature) , purity or 

15 structure. Generally, such a recombinant polypeptide will 
be present in a cell in an amount different from that 
normally observed in nature. 

Yet another aspect of the invention features an 
antibody ( e.g. , a monoclonal or polyclonal antibody) having 

20 specific binding affinity to a polypeptide or polypeptide 
fragment, the polypeptide preferably being a phosphatase. 
By "specific binding affinity" is meant that the antibody 
binds to phosphatase polypeptides with greater affinity than 
it binds to other polypeptides under specified conditions. 

25 The antibody of the present invention has specific binding 
affinity to a phosphatase or a fragment thereof, wherein 
said phosphatase or fragment thereof has the amino acid 
sequence set forth in at least one of the respective sets of 
numbered amino acid residues set forth in any Figure. 
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Antibodies having specific binding affinity to a 
phosphatase polypeptide may be used in methods for detecting 
the presence and/or amount of a phosphatase polypeptide in a 
sample by contacting the sample with the antibody under 
5 conditions such that an immunocomplex forms and detecting 
the presence and/or amount of the antibody conjugated to the 
phosphatase polypeptide. Diagnostic kits for performing 
such methods may be constructed to include a first container 
containing the antibody and a second container having a 

10 conjugate of a binding partner of the antibody and a label r 
such as, for example, a radioisotope. The diagnostic kit 
may also include notification of an FDA approved use and 
instructions therefor . 

In another aspect the invention features a hybridoma 

15 which produces an antibody having specific binding affinity 
to a polypeptide of the present invention. By "hybridoma" 
is meant an immortalized cell line which is capable of 
secreting an antibody, for example a phosphatase antibody. 
In preferred embodiments the phosphatase antibody comprises 

20 a sequence of amino acids that is able to specifically bind 
the phosphatase molecules of the present invention. 

In another embodiment, the invention encompasses a 
recombinant cell or tissue containing a purified nucleic 
acid coding for a polypeptide, preferably a phosphatase 

25 polypeptide. The recombinant cell of the present invention 
comprises a nucleic acid molecule, wherein said nucleic acid 
molecule encodes a phosphatase having the the amino acid 
sequence set forth in at least one of the respective sets of 
numbered amino acid residues set forth in any Figure or a 

30 functional equivalent thereof. In such cells, the nucleic 
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acid may be under the control of its genomic regulatory 
elements, or may be under the control of exogenous 
regulatory elements including an exogenous promoter. By 
"exogenous" it is meant a promoter that is not normally 

5 coupled transcriptionally to the coding sequence for the 
phosphatase polypeptide in its native state. 

The invention • features a method for identifying human 
cells containing a polypeptide or a related sequence. The 
method involves identifying the polypeptide in human cells 

10 using techniques that are routine and standard in the art, 
such as those described herein for identifying phosphatase 
(e.g., cloning, Southern or Northern blot analysis, in situ 
hybridization, PCR amplification, etc.). 

The invention also features methods of screening cells 

15 for natural binding partners of polypeptides. By "natural 
binding partner" it is meant a protein that interacts with a 
polypeptide, preferably a phosphatase. Binding partners 
include ligands, agonists, antagonists and downstream 
signaling molecules such as adaptor proteins and may be 

20 identified by techniques well known in the art such as co- 
immunoprecipitation or by using, for example, a two-hybrid 
screen. (Fields and Song, U.S. Patent No. 5,283,173, issued 
February 1, 1994 and, incorporated be reference herein.) 
The present invention also features the purified, isolated 

25 or enriched versions of the polypeptides identified by the 
methods described above. 

In another aspect, the invention provides an assay to 
identify substances that modulate the activity of a 
polypeptide, preferably a phosphatase, comprising the steps 

30 of 
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(a) contacting at least one phosphatase having the 
amino acid sequence set forth in at least one of the 
respective numbered amino acid residues as set forth in any 
Figure; 

5 (b) measuring an activity of the phosphatase; and 

(c) determining whether the test substance modulates 
the activity of the phosphatase. 

Such assays may be performed in vitro or in vivo and 
can be obtained by modifying existing assays, such as the 

10 assays described in WO 96/40276, published December 19, 1996 
and WO 96/14433, published May 17, 1996 (both incorporated 
herein by reference including any drawings) . Other 
possibilities include testing for phosphatase activity on 
standard substrates. The substances so identified may be 

15 enhancers or inhibitors of phosphatase activity and can be 
peptides, natural products (such as those isolated from 
fungal strains, for example) or small molecular weight 
chemical compounds. A preferred substance will be a 
compound with a molecular weight of less than 5,000, more 

20 preferably less than 1,000, most preferably less than 500. 
The assay and substances contemplated by the invention are 
discussed in more detail below. 

Another aspect of the invention is a method for 
identifying a substance that modulates a phosphatase 

25 activity in a cell comprising the steps of 

(a) expressing at least one phosphatase having the 
amino aix,. sequence set forth in at least one of the 
respective numbered amino acid residues as set forth in any 
Figure; 

30 (b) adding a test substance to the cell; and 
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(c) monitoring 

(i) a change in cell phenotype or 

(ii) the interaction between the phosphatase and 
natural binding partner. 

5 For example, inhibitors of phosphatase activity can be 

tested as treatments for cell proliferative disorders such 
as leukemia or lymphoma using subcutaneous xenograph models 
in mice. 

In another aspect of the invention, a method for 

10 treating a disease or disorder is provided comprising the 
step of administering to a patient in need of such a 
treatment a substance that modulates an activity of a 
polypeptide, preferably a phosphatase, having the amino acid 
sequence set forth in at least one of the respective 

15 numbered amino acid residues as set forth in any Figure. 
The disease or disorder may be cancer, pathophysiological 
hypoxia such as seen in cardiac disfunction and vascular 
disorders including atherosclerosis, stenosis and stroke, 
myopathies, congenital muscle disorders, Papillon-Lef evre 

20 syndrome, Cowden disease, ectodermal dysplasia, Moebius 
syndrome, Bjornstad syndrome, Bannayan-Zonana syndrome, 
glioblastoma, schizophrenia and hamartomas. The cancer may 
be breast cancer, glioblastoma, urogenital cancer, prostate 
cancer, head and neck cancer, lung cancer, synovial 

25 sarcomas, renal cell carcinoma, non-small cell lung cancer, 
hepatocellular carcinoma, pancreatic endocrine tumors, 
stomach cancer, colorectal cancer and thyroid cancer. 
Phosphatase activity may be stimulated and the method may 
modulate activity in vitro. 
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In yet another aspect of the invention, a method for 
detection of a polypeptide, preferably a phosphatase, in a 
sample as a diagnostic tool for a disease or disorder is 
provided, comprising the steps of 
5 (a) contacting said sample with a nucleic acid probe 

which hybridizes under hybridization assay conditions to a 
nucleic acid which encodes a polypeptide having the amino 
acid sequence set forth in at least one of the respective 
sets of numbered amino acid residues set forth in any 

10 Figure; and 

(b) detecting the presence or amount of a probe: target 
region as an indication of the disease. The disease or 
disorder may be cancer, pathophysiological hypoxia such as 
seen in cardiac disfunction and vascular disorders including 

15 atherosclerosis, stenosis and stroke, myopathies, congenital 
muscle disorders, Papillon-Lef evre syndrome, Cowden disease, 
ectodermal dysplasia, Moebius syndrome, Bjornstad syndrome, 
Bannayan-Zonana syndrome, glioblastoma, schizophrenia and 
hamartomas. The cancer may be breast cancer, glioblastoma, 

20 urogenital cancer, prostate cancer, head and neck cancer, 
lung cancer, synovial sarcomas, renal cell carcinoma, non- 
small cell lung cancer, hepatocellular carcinoma, pancreatic 
endocrine tumors, stomach cancer, colorectal cancer and 
thyroid cancer. 

25 In yet another aspect of the invention, a method for 

detection of a polypeptide, preferably a phosphatase, in a 
sample as a J - agnostic tool for a disease or disorder, 
wherein said method comprises the steps of 

(a) comparing a nucleic acid target region, said 

30 nucleic acid encoding said polypeptide, in a sample to a 
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control region, wherein said polypeptide has the amino acid 
sequence set forth in at least one of the respective sets of 
numbered amino acid residues set forth in any Figure; and 
(b) detecting differences in sequence or sequence 
5 amount between said target region and said control region as 
an indication of the disease or disorder. The disease or 
disorder may be cancer, pathophysiological hypoxia such as 
seen in cardiac disfunction and vascular disorders including 
atherosclerosis, stenosis and stroke, myopathies, congenital 
10 muscle disorders, Papillon-Lef evre syndrome, Cowden disease, 
ectodermal dysplasia, Moebius syndrome, Bjornstad syndrome, 
Bannayan-Zonana syndrome, glioblastoma, schizophrenia and 
hamartomas. The cancer may be breast cancer, glioblastoma, 
urogenital cancer, prostate cancer, head and neck cancer, 
15 lung cancer, synovial sarcomas, renal cell carcinoma, non- 
small cell lung cancer, hepatocellular carcinoma, pancreatic 
endocrine tumors, stomach cancer, colorectal cancer and 
thyroid cancer. 

The summary of the invention described above is non- 
20 limiting and other features and advantages of the invention 
will be apparent from the following detailed description, 
and from the claims . 

Brief Description of the Figures 

25 Figure 1 shows a comparison of phosphatase 

polynucleotides of the invention. From left to right, each 
of the columns stands, respectively,: fo; ; : a &b) the 
designation given each sequence by the inventors, c) the 
species of the isolated sequence, d & e) the SEQ ID NO: of 

30 the nucleotide and amino acid sequence, respectively, f) 
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whether the ORF is full-length (FL) or encodes a full-length 
catalytic domain (CAT), g) , h) and i) the Super-Family, 
Group and Family of the phosphatase, as defined by the text 
of the specif icaton, j) and k) sequence length in 
5 nucleotides and amino acids, respectively, 1-n) ORF start 
and end and ORF length, respectively, o-r) DNA repeats, SNP 
position, chromosomal localization and whether "Expression" 
patterns are set forth in the specification; 

Figure 2 shows a comparison of phosphatases of the 

10 invention. From left to right, columns a) through e) are 
identical to those in Figure 1, above. Columns f) and g) 
recite the Group and Family, respectively, of the genes. 
Columns h) and i) identify the start and end of catalytic 
domains. Columns j) and k) recite the start and end of 

15 rhodanase domains. Columns 1) through q) recite nraa 

Pscore, the length, in contiguous amino acids, over which 
the match is determined, the ID match, the identity 
percentage, the similarity percentage and the nraa match 
ACC#, respectively, of the nucleic acids of the invention. 

20 Finally, the last column gives a brief description of the 
gene and/or amino acid of the invention; 

Figure 3 shows results from expression profiles. From 
left to right, columns a) and b) indicate the sample and 
source. Column c) identifies the tag, and d) the cell type. 

25 Column e) provides illustative comments. Columns f) through 
k) respectively identify the tumor-sym, lormal-sym, tumor- 
lo, tumor eel 1 " normal and p53. Column 1) provides activ 
values. Columns m) though s) respectively set forth data 
obtain from using the following sequences: 

30 SEQ_ID_11_AA37 4753, SEQ_ID_21_AA915932 , SEQ_ID_27_AI031656 , 
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SEQ_ID_31_NP_0 6074 6 (G77-8-14), SEQ_ID_33JNP_060232 
(AA232384), SEQ_ID_37_MTMR7 (AA663875) , and 
SEQ_ID_39_AA4 93915. See Figure 4, 

Figure 4 shows nucleotide sequences according to the 
5 invention; and 

Figure 5 shows amino acid sequences according to the 
invention. 

Detailed Description of the Invention 

10 The present invention relates to the isolation and 

characterization of new polypeptides, nucleotide sequences 
encoding these polypeptides, various products and assay 
methods that can be used to identify compounds useful for 
the diagnosis and treatment of various polypeptide-related 

15 diseases and conditions, for example cancer. Polypeptides, 
preferably phosphatases, and nucleic acids encoding such 
polypeptides may be produced using well-known and standard 
synthesis techniques when given the sequences presented 
herein. 

20 The polypeptides described in the present invention 

belong to the dual-specificity group of protein 
phosphatases. This classification employs on the conserved 
core amino acid sequence motifs that make up the catalytic 
domain of this class of phosphatases. The unique signature 

25 motifs of the catalytic domain of the dual-specificity class 
of phosphatases is responsible for the ability of these 
enzymes to dephosphorylate phosphoserine/phosphothreonine as 
well phosphotyrosine residues. 

The dual-specificity group of protein phosphatases is 

30 divided into family members that include the Cdcl4 
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phosphatases, MAP kinase phosphatases (MKP) , myotubularins 
(MTM) , a subclass of the MTM represented by Sbf 1 that act as 
anti-phosphatases, low molecular weight (LMW) Cdc25-like 
phosphatases and PTEN, the lipid phosphatases. On the basis 

5 of sequence homology, the phosphatases featured in the 

present invention belong to the following distinct families 
of dual-specificity phosphatases; Cdcl4, MKP4, MTM, MTM- 
like SBF1 class' of antiphosphatases and PTEN . A description 
of the structural and functional characteristics for the 

10 known family prototypes, together with a summary of the 
closest homologs of each phosphatase taken from data 
presented in Figure 3 is presented below. 

Cdcl4 family 

15 The Cdcl4 family of dual-specific phosphatases is named 

after its founding member, the Cdcl4 phosphatase from 
Saccharomyces cerevisiae, an enzyme that plays a key role in 
the regulation of the mitotic exit pathway of the cell 
cycle. Two mammalian Cdcl4 phosphatases are known, Cdcl4Al 

20 (AF064102) and Cdcl4Bl (AF064105) . The catalytic domains of 
these phosphatases (138 and 135 amino acids in length, 
respectively) exhibit 72% sequence identity. Flanking the 
catalytic region are relatively long N-terminal (195 and 230 
amino acids in Cdcl4Al and Cdcl4Bl, respectively) and C- 

25 terminal domains (291 and 132 amino acids in Cdcl4Al and 
Cdcl4Bl, respectively) . The N-terminal domain of Cdcl4 
appears to be higVy conserved between human as well as 
distant evolutionary homologs, showing 65%, 41% and 35% 
sequence identity over 178, 193 and 193 amino acids to human 

30 Cdcl4Bl, C. elegans (U28739) and yeast (Q00684) Cdcl4, 
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respectively. The C-terminal domain of Cdcl4 exhibits a 
lower level of sequence conservation than the N-terminal 
domain, i.e. 35% identity over 151 amino acids between human 
Cdcl4Al and Cdcl4Bl and no detectable homology to the 
5 equivalent regions from yeast and C. elegans Cdcl4 . The 
functional significance of the highly conserved N-terminal 
domain of Cdcl4 is .unknown but it is possible that this 
domain participates in protein-protein interactions that 
regulate the activity as well as subcellular distribution of 

10 Cdcl4 as described next. 

Studies in yeast have implicated Cdcl4 in the 
regulation of the mitotic exit pathway through inactivation 
of cyclin-dependent kinases (CDKs) (Visintin R, et al. Mol 
Cell. (1998) 2:709-718). Cdcl4 is part of a nucleolar 

15 protein complex called RENT (regulator of nucleolar 

silencing and telophase) that contains the proteins Netl 
(also called Cfi) and Sir2. From Gl through anaphase Cdcl4 
is found sequestered in the nucleolus where its enzymatic 
activity is inhibited by Netl. In late anaphase Cdcl4 

20 dissociates from the RENT complex in a step dependent on the 
GTPase Teml (Shou W. et al. (1999) Cell 16: 233-44). The 
released Cdcl4 relocalizes to the nucleus where it 
inactivates the mitotic CDKs. 

Cdcl4-mediated CDK inactivation is believed to occur 

25 via two mechanisms. First, the ubiquitin-dependent 

proteolytic system APC (anaphase-promoting complex) degrades 
the mitotic Clb cyclin normally required for CDK activity. 
Cdcl4 stimulates Clb breakdown by dephosphorylating the APC- 
specific factor Cdhl.2 (also called Hctl) . Second, the 

30 kinase inhibitor Sicl binds to CDKs inhibiting their 
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activity. Cdcl4 activates Sicl transcription by 
dephosphorylating the Sicl transcription factor Swi5. In 
addition, Cdcl4 enhances the stability of the Sicl protein 
by dephosphorylating it (Visintin, R.et al. (1999) Nature 
5 398:818-23). 

The 154 amino acid partial murine AA023073 (SEQ ID. 
NO:2) is thought to be closest to Z83760, a putative open 
reading frame (ORF) from the ascidian organism ciona 
intestinalis, with 68% identity over 59 amino acids 

10 corresponding to the catalytic domain. The next closest 
homolog to AA023073 is believed to be human Cdcl4B2 
(AFO64105) with 40% identity over 65 amino acids. AA023073 
has the conserved features of a dual-specificity phosphatase 
including a catalytic cysteine. 

15 A human orthologue of the murine AA023073 exists in the 

form of the EST AF08 6553 with 94% amino acid sequence 
identity to AA023073 over 115 amino acids. The putative 
phosphatase encoded by AA023073 is predicted to be a 
catalytically active phosphatase. Based on its homology to 

20 Cdcl4, AA023073 may function in mitotic regulation. 

MKP family 

The MAP kinase phosphatases (MKP) family of dual- 
specificty phosphatases define an important class of enzymes 

25 that play a pivotal role in negative feedback regulation of 
the MAP kinase pathway. This family of phosphatases has 11 
family members and wo iecribe herein additional homologs . 
Included within the known MKPs are DUS1 (also known as MPK- 
1, CL100, PTPN-10, erp, VH1 or 3CH134), DUS3 (also known as 

30 VHR) , DUS4 (also known as HVH2, TYP1, MKP2 or VH2) , DUS5 
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(also known as HVH3, B23, VH3) . DUS6 (also known as PYST1, 
MKP3, rVH6), DUS7 (also known as PYST2) . CDKN3 (also known 
as CDKN3, KAP, CIP2 or CDI1) , VH5 and STYX. 

Structurally MKPs consist of two domains, an N- and a 
5 C-terminal catalytic domain. The N-terminal domain ranges in 
size from about 147 to about 206 amino acids and exhibits 
limited homology (28-47%) among the various family members. 
The N-terminal region of MKP's features two pockets of 
homology termed CH2 domains as well as a 126 amino acid 

10 rhodanase-like motif; these features are conserved with the 
Cdc25 phosphatase and serve an unknown function. The 
catalytic domain of the MKP family members varies in size 
from about 147 to about 206 amino acids and displays 40-74% 
amino acid sequence identity. 

15 Most MKP phosphatases are capable of inactivating 

through a dephosphorylation reaction kinases that 
participate in the MAPK pathways. The ERK (extracellular 
signal-regulated kinase) , JNK/SAPK (c-Jun N-terminal 
kinase/stress-activated protein kinase) and p38 MAP kinase 

20 pathways mediate the signal transduction events that are 

responsible for cell division, differentiation or apoptosis 
in response to extracellular ligands (Cobb M.H., Prog 
Biophys. Mol . Biol. (1999) 71:479-500). Full MAP kinase 
enzymatic activation requires the concomitant 

25 phosphorylation by selective upstream dual-specificity 

kinases of threonine and tyrosine residues residing in the 
activation loop of the MAP kinases. MKP family dual- 
specificity phosphatases mediate MAP kinase inactivation by 
dephosphorylating these threonine and tyrosine residues. 
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This mechanism provides negative feedback regulation to the 
MAP kinase pathways. 

MKPs may play a significant role in human cancer by 
attenuating MAP kinase cascades involved in cellular 
5 transformation. 

Given the large number of MAP kinases as well as MKPs, 
a central question is whether there is selectivity in kinase 
substrate recognition by MKPs. Evidence that such 
specificity exists is provided by DUS-6 (MKP-3) and VH5 

10 which have been shown to be highly selective phosphatases 
towards the ERK or JNK/SAPK and p38 MAP kinases, 
respectively (Muda M, et al., J. Biol. Chem. (1996) 
271:27205-8). Another level of substrate specificity comes 
from subcellular compartmentalization as shown by DUS-6 

15 (MKP-3) which is found exclusively in the cytosol rather 
than in the nucleus (Groom, L.A. et al. (1996) EMBO J. 15: 
3621-3632). Further selectivity can arise at the level of 
the tissue specificity of expression (Muda, M. et al. (1997) 
J. Biol. Chem. 272:5141-5151). 

20 MKPs appear to be as ubiquitous in their phylogenetic 

distribution as their MAP kinase counterparts with multiple 
members present in yeast ( e.g. YVH1), C. elegans ( e.g. 
Y042), Drosophila, ( e.g. puckered ), plants ( e.g. DsPTPl) 
and mammals. The primary mode of action of MKPs isolated 

25 from different species appears to be MAPK dephosphorylation 
thereby providing negative feedback to the MAPK signal 
transduction pathways. 

MKPs may play an important role during 
pathophysiological hypoxia as suggested by the induction of 

30 MKP-1 gene expression under low oxygen conditions 
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(Laderroute, K. R. (1999) J. Biol. Chem. 274:12890-12897). 
Tumor hypoxia is directly linked to the onset of 
angiogenesis during malignant progression (Hanahan, D. et 
al. (1996) Cell 86:353-364 and Mazure, N.M. et al . (1996) 

5 Cancer Res. 56:3436-3440). A number of genes have been found 
to be induced during hypoxic conditions such as the heat 
shock transcription factor-1 (HSF-1) (Benjamin, I.J. et al. 
(1990) Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. 87:6263-6267), c-fos and c-jun 
(Ausserer, W.A. et al. (1994) Mol . Cell. Biol. 14 :5032-5042, 

10 and Muller, J.M. (1997) J. Biol. Chem 272:23435-23439) and 
the hypoxia-inducible factor-1 (HIF-1) (Wenger, R.H. et al. 
(1997) J. Biol. Chem. 378:609-616). MKP-1 transcripts and 
protein have been shown to be upregulated in early-stage 
carcinomas well as in multiple stages of breast and prostate 

15 carcinomas ( e.g. Leav, I. et al. (1996) Lab. Invest. 75: 
361-370) . The role of enhanced MKP-1 expression in cancer 
has not been elucidated. Since hypoxic conditions are known 
to trigger apoptosis via the activation of the JNK pathway 
(reviewed in Ip, Y.T. et al. (1998) Curr. Opin. Cell Biol. 

20 10:205-219) and MAPK phosphatases provide negative feedback 
to this pathway, it is conceivable that MKP-1 supports tumor 
growth by blocking apoptosis. The dephosphorylation and 
subsequent inactivation of ERK-1 and ERK-2 by MAPK 
phosphatases may also be responsible for suppressing 

25 angiogenic vascular endothelial cell proliferation by 

angiostatin ( Redlitz, A. et al. (1999) J. Vase. Res 36:28- 
34) . 

The MKP phosphatases of the present invention may have 
as their primary function negative feedback regulation of 
30 MAPK signal transduction. Since there is precedence for 
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selectivity in the mechanism of action at the level of 
substrate recognition, subcellular localization and tissue 
distribution among the known MKPs, the MKPs described may 
display similar selectivity. The MKPs may also play a role 

5 in suppressing apoptosis by blocking the JNK/SAPK pathway 
during pathological hypoxia such as that occurring in 
angiogenic tumors. The development of specific phosphatase 
inhibitors that target the anti-apoptotic MKPs may prove 
valuable as an approach to cancer therapy. 

10 The 17 6 amino acid human protein coded for by SGP033 

(AA Seq ID#26) is 50% identical to the known human dual 
specificity phosphatase MKPl-like (NP_008957). It has two 
regions of repeat DNA (323-341, 541-559, Figure 1) . SGP033 
(AA Seq ID#26) has been mapped to human chromosomal region 

15 2q33-q37.2. 

The 163 amino acid murine protein AA030322 (AA Seq 
ID#04) is 31% identical to the human MKPl-like phosphatase 
NP_008 957. It is the murine orthologue to human SGP033 (AA 
Seq ID#26) , with 80% identity in 158 aa overlap. AA030322 

20 (NA Seq ID#03) contains a repeat region at nucleotide 
position 95-114. 

The 184 amino acid full length human gene AA374753 (AA 
SEQ ID#12) shares 56% amino acid identity to the dual 
specificity phosphatase CG10089, a gene product from 

25 Drosophila melanogaster . This gene is expressed in fetal 
brain, testis and thymus. The 184 amino acid gene AA103595 
(AA SEQ ID #6) is the murine orthologue of human AA374753 
(AA SEQ ID #12) with 94% identity over 184 amino acids. 

The 198 amino acid full length human LOC51207 (AA SEQ 
30 ID#18) is closely related to the public sequence DUS13 
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protein phosphatase NP_057448 [Homo sapiens], with 99% 
identity over 198 amino acids. LOC51207 maps to human 
chromosome 10q21.3. The 198 amino acid full length murine 
AA144705 (AA SEQ ID#08) is the murine orthologue to the 198 
5 amino acid full-length human LOC51207 (AA SEQ ID#18) with 
88% identity over 198 amino acids. 

The 217 amino acid full length human AI031656 (AA SEQ 
ID#28) is closest to the predicted ORF AAF67187, MAP kinase 
phosphatase-1 [Drosophila melanogaster] , with 41% identity 
10 over 78 amino acids. The expression is higher in tumor 

samples than in normal samples. The 220 amino acid murine 
AA274457 (AA SEQ ID#10) is closely related to the 217 amino 
acid human AI031656 (AA SEQ ID# 28) with 84% identity over 
212 amino acids. 

15 NA SEQ ID#29 maps to chromosome lq32.1 and has a repeat 

region between nucleotides 102-152. The 218 amino acid 
murine AA396428 (AA SEQ ID#14) is closest to the 482 amino 
acid human MKP5 (AA SEQ ID#30) with 95% identity over 154 
amino acids. It is the murine MKP5. 

20 The 340 amino acid human YVH1 (AA923158, AA SEQ ID#24) 

is identical to the 340 amino acid public sequence 
NP_009171. This gene maps to chromosomal position Iq21-q22. 
The 339 amino acid murine AA422661 (AA SEQ ID#16) is closest 
to the 340 amino acid human YVH1 (AA SEQ ID# 24) with 84% 

25 identity over 33 9 amino acids. 

The 190 amino acid human gene AA813123 (AA SeqID#20) is 
95% identical over 190 amino acids to the public sequence 
AAD33910, MKP-like protein phosphatase [Homo sapiens] . 
AA813123 (NA SeqID#19) has two repeat regions (11-28; 187- 
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204), and the gene maps to human chromosomal position 
Xpll.4-ql2. 

The 188 amino acid human gene AA915932 (AA Seq ID#22) 
is 50% identical to the public sequence NP_008 957, MKP-1 
5 like [Homo sapiens] . The DNA sequence (NA Seq ID#21) has a 
repeat region at position 410-427, and the gene maps to 
human chromosome 22ql2 . 1-qter . 

NP_060746 has- a repeat region at sequence 915-938; it 
maps to human chromosome Ilql2-ql3.2 and is expressed at a 
10 high level in fetal brain and testis. 



MTM family 

MTMs have been shown to be capable of dephosphorylating 

15 phosphoserine and phosphotyrosine residues (Laporte, J. et 
al. (1998) Human Molecular Genetics, 7:1703-1712). 
Structurally MTMs consist of a central 200 amino acid 
catalytic region flanked by N-terminal and C-terminal 
domains that range in size between 250-400 and 50-300, 

20 respectively, among the mammalian, yeast and elegans MTMs, 
Sbfl contains a similar domain structure as MTM except that 
its 200 amino acid central MTM catalytic-like region is 
flanked by a much longer N-terminal domain (1160 amino 
acids) and by a similar size C-terminal domain (335 amino 

25 acids) . Among MTM family members, including Sbfl, the N- and 
C-terminal domains conserve two and one, pockets of 
homology, respectively. The functional role of the conserved 
regions is unknown. The lack of a predicted transmembrane 
domain in any of the MTMs as well as in Sbfl suggests that 

30 these proteins localize to and function within the 
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intracellular environment. The tissue distribution of all 
the known human MTMs is ubiquitous except for MTMR7 appears 
to be confined to brain (Laporte, J. et al. (1998) Hum. Mol . 
Genetics 7:1703-1712). 
5 In contrast, an important subclass of the MTM family of 

dual-specificity phosphatases represented by Sbfl is 
enzymatically inactive and may function biologically as an 
anti-phosphatase, an activity which may be responsible for 
its oncogenic potential (Cui f X. et al. (1998) Nature 

10 Genetics 18:331-337). Sbfl lacks the conserved HCSDGW 

signature motif required for catalysis having instead the 
sequence GLEDGW. In addition, Sbfl contains a helix-turn- 
helix region located between 68-92 residues C-terminal to 
the GLEDGW motif. This motif defines the SID (SET protein- 

15 interaction domain) domain which mediates the interaction 
between Sbfl and SET-binding factors such as the proto- 
oncogene Hrx, the mammalian homoloque of drosophila 
trithorax (Trx) . SET (Suvar3-9, Enhancer-of zeste, 
Trithorax) -binding factors such as human Hrx and drosophila 

20 Trx and enhancer of zeste are proteins that participate in 
gene regulation (Cui, X. et al. (1998) Nature Genetics 
18:331-337). The mechanism of anti-phosphatase action by 
Sbfl may involve direct . competition with MTMs for substrates 
or, alternatively, this protein may function as an adaptor 

25 molecule with affinity for phosphorylated proteins. 

The classical prototype of the MTM family of dual- 
specificity phosphatases is MTM1 (myotubularin) . Mutations 
in the MTM1 gene (Xq27-q28) are responsible for X-linked 
myotubular myopathy (XLMTM) (OMIM 310400, 

30 http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/Omim/searchomim.html) , a severe 
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congenital muscle disorder characterized by hypotonia and 
respiratory insufficiency that results in high neonatal 
mortality- MTM1 is conserved from yeast [i.e. scMTMH in S. 
cerevisiae (Z49610)] to mammals with 8 MTM family members 
5 identified in humans (Laporte J, et al . Hum Mol Genet. 1998 
0ct;7 (11) : 1703-12) . The pathological consequences of MTM 
mutations may not be limited to MTM1 since other human MTM 
genes are located in chromosomal loci associated with a wide 
range of conditions. For example, human MTMR2 (llq22) maps 

10 within the locus for Papillon-Lef evre syndrome (PLS) (OMIM 
245000) , a syndrome associated with premature periodontal 
destruction of the teeth; human MTMR6 (13ql2) is a candidate 
for ectodermal dysplasia (OMIM 129500) and Moebius syndrome 
(OMIM 157900) . In addition, studies with murine syntenic 

15 counterparts of various human MTM genes reveal additional 
potential disease association for this class of 
phosphatases. Human MTMR3 corresponds to the mouse mutants 
belted and dilution-peru, human MTMR5 to gray tremor (gt) 
and human MTMR7 to disorganization (ds) and wobbler-lethal 

20 (wl) (Laporte, J. et al (1998) Human Mol. Genetics 7: 1703- 
1712) . 

There is growing evidence that mutations in MTM1 genes 
are associated with disease. The pathological consequences 
of MTM mutations may not be limited to MTM1 since other 

25 human MTM genes are located in chromosomal loci associated 
with a wide range of conditions. For example, human MTMR2 
(llq22) maps within the locus for Papillon-Lef evre syndrome 
(PLS) (OMIM 245000), a syndrome associated with premature 
periodontal destruction of the teeth; human MTMR6 (13ql2) is 

30 a candidate for ectodermal dysplasia (OMIM 12 9500) and 
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Moebius syndrome (OMIM 157900) . In addition, studies with 
murine syntenic counterparts of various human MTM genes 
reveal additional potential disease associations for this 
class of phosphatases. Human MTMR3 corresponds to the mouse 
5 mutants belted (bt) and dilution-peru (dp) , human MTMR5 to 
gray tremor (gt) and human MTMR7 to disorganization (ds) and 
wobbler-lethal (wl) (Laporte, J. et al . (1998) Human Mol. 
Genetics 7: 1703-1712) . 

Two of the MTM-like genes described of the present 

10 invention, human AA232238 and AA251929, belong to the Sbfl 
MTM-like family of anti-phosphatases . The potential ORFs 
encoded by these genes lack the canonical HCS motif required 
for catalytic activity in dual-specificity phosphatases, yet 
they display homology to MTM' s as summarized below. In 

15 addition, AA232384 and AA251929 may possess a SID domain at 
an equivalent position as found in Sbfl that may participate 
in binding to SET domain proteins. The third MTM-like gene, 
human AA663875, lacks a catalytic domain but bears strong 
homology. to the N-terminal domain of the MTM-like protein 

20 (CAB38778.1) that contains the catalytic HCS signature 
motif. Hence, AA663875 is predicted to encode an 
enzymatically active MTM-like phosphatase. 

The 4 00 amino acid full-length human AA23238 (SEQ ID 
NO: 34) is thought to be closest to MTM 6 (AF072928) and MTM1 

25 (AF002223) with 43 and 42% sequence identity over 114 and 
126 amino acids, respectively. The 52 amino acid partial 
human AA251929 (SEQ ID NO: 36) is believed to be closest to 
human MTM3 (U58034) with 4 9% identity over 41 amino acids. 
The 138 amino acid partial human AA663875 (SEQ ID NO: 

30 38) is thought to be closest to an MTM-like ORF predicted 
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from human chromosome X at qll.2-12 (CAB38778.1) with 48% 
identity over 8 9 amino acids. 

The MTM phosphatase and MTM-like antiphosphatases 
described in the present invention are likely to play 
5 central roles in the regulation of signalling pathways 
involved in cell differentiation, cell division and 
apoptosis. 

PTEN family 

10 The tumor suppressor PTEN {also known as MMAC1 or TEP1) 

is the prototypical member of the PTEN family of a new and 
unusual class of enzymes that act as lipid phosphatases. 
PTEN was first discovered as a tumor suppressor gene 
isolated from human glioblastomas (Li, J- et al . (1997) 

15 Science 275:194 3-1947) and named after recognizing its 

homology to ten sin and auxillin. The PTEN gene (10q23) is 
mutated in patients with Cowden disease (CD) (OMIM 158350) 
and Bannayan-Zonana syndrome (153480) , conditions 
characterized by multiple hamartomas. CD patients are at 

20 increased risk of developing malignancies of multiple tissue 
origins including breast, urogenital, digestive and thyroid 
(e.g. Nelen, M.R. (1999) Europ. J. Hum Genet . 7:267-73). 

PTEN expression inhibits the growth and tumorigenicity 
of human glioblastoma cells (Li, D.M. et al . (1998) Proc. 

25 Nat. Acad. Sci. 95: 15406-15411). The growth suppression 
activity of PTEN is mediated by its ability to block cell 
cycle progression in the Gl phase. PTEN modulates Gl cell 
cycle progression through negative regulation of the PI3- 
kinase (PI3K)/Akt pathway by dephosphorylating the 

30 phospholipid phosphatidylinositol ( 3, 4 , 5 ) -triphosphate 
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(PIP3), the activator of AKT. Down-modulation of the AKT 
pathway leads to increased levels of the universal cyclin- 
dependent kinase (CDK) inhibitor p27 (KIP1) and, 
consequently, inhibition of CDK activity and Gl arrest (Li, 
5 D.M. et al. (1998) Proc. Nat. Acad. Sci. 95: 15406-15411). 
The ability of PTEN to associate with and 
dephosphorylate the focal adhesion kinase (FAK), both in 
vivo and in vitro, suggests that PTEN may also down-modulate 
FAK-induced signalling events related to cell spreading and 

10 motility (Tamura, M. et al. (1998) Science 280: 1614-1617). 
The PTEN/ FAK interaction has been recently linked to 
suppression of the phospholipid-activated PI3K/Akt cell 
survival pathway (Tamura, M. et al. (1999) 274:20693-20703). 
These findings strongly suggest that PTEN may play an 

15 important role in the processes of cell invasion and 
metastasis in cancer. 

PTEN is phylogenetically conserved having close 
homologs in yeast (YNL128W) , C. elegans (daf-18, CAA10315) 
(Mihaylova V. T. et al. (1999) Proc Natl Acad Sci. 96:7427- 

20 32) and mammals. In C. elegans, DAF-18 acts as a negative 
regulator of the DAF-2 and AGE-1 (PI3K/Akt) signaling 
pathway, consistent with the notion that DAF-18 acts a 
phosphatidylinositol 3, 4 , 5-triphosphate phosphatase in vivo. 
Two human PTEN genes are known, PTEN1 (U924 36) and 

25 PTEN2 (AF01083) . These encode proteins that are 403 amino 
acids long and 98% identical over their entire length and 
consist of a central 156 amino acid catalytic domain flanked 
by 23 and 224 amino acid N- and C-terminal domains, 
respectively. The C-terminus of PTEN has a PQZ domain that 

30 may be involved in important protein-protein interactions at 
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° r C ^ t0ske ^tal interfaces. The exact function of 
the extended C- terminal domain is presently unknown although 

» conceivable that this domain plays an important role 
« localizing PTEN to the proper membrane/cytoskeletal 
environment where phosphoinositide synthesis occurs. At this 
aita the balance between PI3 kinase/PTEN activities is 
likely to determine the effective concentration of 
dxff usable second messengers such as PIP3. Since PIP3 is a 
potent activator not only of AKT, but of other important 
signalling proteins such as Vav, PKC, PLC and Btk as well 
(reviewed in: Maehama, T . and Dixon, j. E . {1999) Trends Cell 
Bxol 9:125-128,. the activity of PTEN as a phosphoinositide 
Phosphatase is likely to play a pivotal role in the 
attenuation of diverse signalling downstream pathways. 
15 The 357 amino acid human AA493915 (AA SEQ ID#40) is 65% 

identical over 357 amino acids to human TPTE, or 
"transmembrane phosphatase with tensin homology", NP 037447 
The novel PTEN-like phosphatase represented by human" 
AA493915 (AA SEQ ID#40) may have, like PTEN, tumor 
20 suppressor function. AA493915 (AA SEQ ID#40) may prove 

valuable in signalling events that mediate cell growth and 
apoptosis as well as in the design of novel therapeutic 
agents to treat cancer. Exression of AA493915 in many 
txssues including cerebellum, pituitary, prostate, fetal 
25 brain and fetal lung, as shown in ?igure 3> 

The polypeptide and nucleotide sequences of the 
invention can be used, therefore, to identify modulators of 
cell growth and survival which are useful in developing 
therapeutics for various cell proliferative disorders and 
30 conditions, and in particular cancers related to 
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inappropriate phosphatase activity. Assays to identify 
compounds that act intracellularly to enhance or inhibit 
phosphatase activity can be developed by creating 
genetically engineered cell lines that express phosphatase 
5 nucleotide sequences, as is more fully discussed below. 

I . Nucleic Acids Encoding Polypeptides . 

An aspect of the invention features nucleic acid 
sequences encoding a polypeptide. Included within the scope 

10 of this invention are the functional equivalents of the 
herein-described isolated nucleic acid molecules. 
Functional equivalents or derivatives can be obtained in 
several ways. The degeneracy of the genetic code permits 
substitution of certain codons by other codons which specify 

15 the same amino acid and hence would give rise to the same 
protein. The nucleic acid sequence can vary substantially 
since, with the exception of methionine and tryptophan, the 
known amino acids can be coded for by more than one codon. 
Thus, portions or all of the polypeptide genes could be 

20 synthesized to give a nucleic acid sequence significantly 
different from that shown in SEQ ID NO:l, SEQ ID NO:3, SEQ 
ID NO:5, SEQ ID NO:7, SEQ ID NO:9, SEQ ID NO:ll, SEQ ID 
NO:13, SEQ ID NO:15, SEQ ID NO:17, SEQ ID NO:19, SEQ ID 
NO:21, SEQ ID NO:23, SEQ ID NO:25, SEQ ID NO:27, SEQ ID 

25 NO:29, SEQ ID NO:31, SEQ ID NO:33, SEQ ID NO:41, SEQ ID 
NO: 37 or SEQ ID NO: 39. The encoded amino acid sequence 
thereof would, however, be preserved. 

In addition, the nucleic acid sequence may comprise a 
nucleotide sequence which results from the addition, 

30 deletion or substitution of at least one nucleotide to the 
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5' -end and/or the 3 '-end of the nucleic acid formula shown 
in any of SEQ ID NO:l, SEQ ID NO:3, SEQ ID NO:5, SEQ ID 
NO:7, SEQ ID NO:9, SEQ ID NO: 11, SEQ ID NO:13, SEQ ID NO:15, 
SEQ ID NO:17, SEQ ID NO:19, SEQ ID NO:21, SEQ ID NO:23, SEQ 
5 ID NO:25, SEQ ID NO:27, SEQ ID NO:29 f SEQ ID NO:31, SEQ ID 
NO:33, SEQ ID NO:41, SEQ ID NO:37 or SEQ ID NO:39 or a 
derivative thereof. Any nucleotide or polynucleotide may be 
used in this regard, provided that its addition, deletion or 
substitution does not alter the amino acid sequence of SEQ 

10 ID NO:2, SEQ ID NO: 4,. SEQ ID NO:6, SEQ ID NO:8, SEQ ID 
NO:10, SEQ ID NO:12, SEQ ID NO:14, SEQ ID NO:16, SEQ ID 
NO:18, SEQ ID NO:20, SEQ ID NO:22, SEQ ID NO:24, SEQ ID 
NO:26, SEQ ID NO:28, SEQ ID NO:30, SEQ ID NO:32, SEQ ID 
NO:34, SEQ ID NO:42, SEQ ID NO:38 or SEQ ID NO:40 which is 

15 encoded by the nucleotide sequence. For example, the 

present invention is intended to include any nucleic acid 
sequence resulting from the addition of ATG as an initiation 
codon at the 5' -end of the nucleic acid sequence or its 
functional derivative, or from the addition of TTA, TAG or 

20 TGA as a termination codon at the 3 ' -end of the inventive 
nucleotide sequence or its derivative. Moreover, the 
nucleic acid molecule of the present invention may, as 
necessary, have restriction endonuclease recognition sites 
added to its S'-end and/or 3 '-end. 

25 Such functional alterations of a given nucleic acid 

sequence afford an opportunity to promote secretion and/or 
processing of heterologous proteins encoded by foreign 
nucleic acid sequences fused thereto. All variations of the 
nucleotide sequence of the phosphatase genes and fragments 

49 



BNSDOCID: <WO . ..0112619A2 l..> 



WO 01/12819 



PCT/US00/22158 



thereof permitted by the genetic code are, therefore, 
included in this invention. 

Further, it is possible to delete codons or to 
substitute one or more codons with codons other than 
5 degenerate codons to produce a structurally modified 
polypeptide which has substantially the same utility or 
activity of the polypeptide produced by the unmodified 
nucleic acid molecule. As recognized in the art, the two 
polypeptides are functionally equivalent, as are the two 

10 nucleic acid molecules which give rise to their production, 
even though the differences between the nucleic acid 
molecules are not related to degeneracy of the genetic code. 

Functional equivalents or derivatives of polypeptides 
can also be obtained using nucleic acid molecules encoding 

15 one or more functional domains of the polypeptide. For 

example, the catalytic domain of phosphatases function as an 
enzymatic remover of phosphate molecules bound onto tyrosine 
and/or serine/threonine amino acids and a nucleic acid 
sequence encoding the catalytic domain alone or linked to 

20 other heterologous nucleic acid sequences can be considered 
a functional derivative of phosphatases. 

II. A Nucleic Acid Probe for the Detection of Polypeptides. 

A nucleic acid probe of the present invention may be 
25 used to probe an appropriate chromosomal or cDNA library by 
art recognized hybridization methods to obtain another 
nucleic acid molecule of the present invention. A 
chromosomal DNA or cDNA library may be prepared from 
appropriate cells according to recognized methods in the art 
30 (e.g. "Molecular Cloning: A Laboratory Manual", second 
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nucleic acid probe may be immobilized on a solid support. 
Examples of such solid supports include, but are not limited 
to, plastics such as polycarbonate, complex carbohydrates 
such as agarose and sepharose, acrylic resins, such as 

5 polyacrylamide and latex beads, and nitrocellulose. 

Techniques for coupling nucleic acid probes to such solid 
supports are well known in the art. 

The test samples suitable for nucleic acid probing 
methods of the present invention include, for example, cells 

10 or nucleic acid extracts of cells, or biological fluids. The 
sample used in the above-described methods will vary based 
on the assay format, the detection method and the nature of 
the tissues, cells or extracts to be assayed. Methods for 
preparing nucleic acid extracts of cells are well known in 

15 the art and can be readily adapted in order to obtain a 
sample which is compatible with the method utilized. 

III. A Probe Based Method And Kit For Detecting 
Polypeptides . 

20 One method of detecting the presence of polypeptides in 

a sample comprises (a) contacting the sample with the above- 
described nucleic acid probe, under conditions such that 
hybridization occurs, and (b) detecting the presence of the 
probe bound to the nucleic acid molecule. One skilled in 

25 the art would select the nucleic acid probe according to 

techniques known in the art as described above. Samples to 
be tested include but should not be limited to RNA samples 
of human tissue. In preferred embodiments, high stringency 
hybridization conditions are used. 
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A kit for detecting the presence of a polypeptide in a 
sample comprises at least one container having disposed 
therein the above-described nucleic acid probe. The kit may 
further comprise other containers comprising one or more of 

5 the following: wash reagents and reagents capable of 
detecting the presence of bound nucleic acid probe. 
Examples of detection reagents include, but are not limited, 
to radiolabelled probes, enzymaticly labeled probes (e.g. 
horseradish peroxidase, alkaline phosphatase), and affinity 

10 labeled probes {e.g. biotin, avidin, or steptavidin) . 

In detail, a compartmentalized kit includes any kit in 
which reagents are contained in separate containers. Such 
containers include small glass containers, plastic 
containers or strips of plastic or paper. Such containers 

15 allow the efficient transfer of reagents from one 

compartment to another compartment such that the samples and 
reagents are not cross-contaminated and the agents or 
solutions of each container can be added in a quantitative 
fashion from one compartment to another. Such containers 

20 will include a container which will accept the test sample, 
a container which contains the probe or primers used in the 
assay, containers which contain wash reagents (such as 
phosphate buffered saline, Tris-buf f ers, and the like), and 
containers which contain the reagents used to detect the 

25 hybridized probe, bound antibody, amplified product, or the 
like. One skilled in the art will readily recognize that 
the nucleic acid probes described in the present invention 
can readily be incorporated into one of the established kit 
formats which are well known in the art with or without a 
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set of instructions concerning the use of such reagents in 
an assay. 

IV. DNA Constructs Comprising a Nucleic Acid 
5 Molecule and Cells Containing These Constructs . 

The present invention also relates to a recombinant DNA 
molecule comprising, 5' to 3 1 , a promoter effective to 
initiate transcription in a host cell and the above- 
described nucleic acid molecules. In addition, the present 

10 invention relates to a recombinant DNA molecule comprising a 
vector and a nucleic acid molecule described herein. The 
present invention also relates to a nucleic acid molecule 
comprising a transcriptional region functional in a cell, a 
sequence complimentary to an RNA sequence encoding an amino 

15 acid sequence corresponding to a polypeptide or functional 
derivative, and a transcriptional termination region 
functional in said cell. The above-described molecules may 
be isolated and/or purified DNA molecules. 

The present invention also relates to a cell or 

20 organism that contains a nucleic acid molecule as described 
herein and thereby is capable of expressing a peptide. The 
polypeptide may be purified from cells which have been 
altered to express the polypeptide. A cell is said to be 
"altered to express a desired polypeptide" when the cell, 

25 through genetic manipulation, is made to produce a protein 
which it normally does not produce or which the cell 
normally produces at lower levels. One skilled in the art 
can readily adapt procedures for introducing and expressing 
either genomic, cDNA, or synthetic sequences into either 

30 eukaryotic or prokaryotic cells. 
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A nucleic acid molecule, such as DNA, is said to be 
"capable of expressing" a polypeptide if it contains 
nucleotide sequences which contain transcriptional and 
translational regulatory information and such sequences are 
5 "operably linked" to nucleotide sequences which encode the 
polypeptide. An operable linkage is a linkage in which the 
regulatory DNA sequences and the DNA sequence sought to be 
expressed are connected in such a way as to permit gene 
sequence expression. The precise nature of the regulatory 

10 regions needed for gene sequence expression may vary from 

organism to organism, but will in general include a promoter 
region which, in prokaryotes, contains both the promoter 
(which directs the initiation of RNA transcription) as well 
as the DNA sequences which, when transcribed into RNA, will 

15 signal synthesis initiation. Such regions will normally 
include those 5 1 -non-coding sequences involved with 
initiation of transcription and translation, such as the 
TATA box, capping sequence, CAAT sequence, and the like. 

If desired, the non-coding region 3' to the sequence 

20 encoding a polypeptide gene may be obtained by the above- 
described cloning methods. This region may be retained for 
its transcriptional termination regulatory sequences, such 
as termination and polyadenylation . Thus, by retaining the 
3* -region naturally contiguous to the DNA sequence encoding 

25 a polypeptide gene, the transcriptional termination signals 
may be provided. Where the transcriptional termination 
signals are not satisfactorily functional in the expression 
host cell, then a 3' region functional in the host cell may 
be substituted. 
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Two DNA sequences (such as a promoter region sequence 
and a phosphatase sequence) are said to be operably linked 
if the nature of the linkage between the two DNA sequences 
does not (1) result in the introduction of a frame-shift 
5 mutation, (2) interfere with the ability of the promoter 

region sequence to direct the transcription of a phosphatase 
gene sequence, or (3) interfere with the ability of the 
phosphatase gene sequence to be transcribed by the promoter 
region sequence. Thus, a promoter region would be operably 
10 linked to a DNA sequence if the promoter were capable of 
effecting transcription of that DNA sequence- Thus, to 
express a phosphatase gene, transcriptional and 
translational signals recognized by an appropriate host are 
necessary. 

15 The present invention encompasses the expression of a 

gene (or a functional derivative thereof) in either 
prokaryotic or eukaryotic cells. Prokaryotic hosts are, 
generally, very efficient and convenient for the production 
of recombinant proteins and are, therefore, one type of 

20 preferred expression system for a gene. Prokaryotes most 
frequently are represented by various strains of E. coli . 
However, other microbial strains may also be used, including 
other bacterial strains. 

In prokaryotic systems, plasmid vectors that contain 

25 replication sites and control sequences derived from a 

species compatible with the host may be used. Examples of 
. suitable plasmid vectors may include pBR322, pUC118, pUC119 
and the like; suitable phage or bacteriophage vectors may 
include ^gtlO, Xgtll and the like; and suitable virus 

30 vectors may include pMAM-neo, pKRC and the like. 
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Preferably, the selected vector of the present invention has 
the capacity to replicate in the selected host cell. 

Recognized prokaryotic hosts include bacteria such as 
E. coli and those from genera such as Bacillus, 
5 Streptomyces, Pseudomonas, Salmonella, Serratia, and the 
like. However, under such conditions, the polypeptide will 
not be glycosylated. The prokaryotic host must be compatible 
with the replicon and control sequences in the expression 
plasmid . 

10 To express a polypeptide (or a functional derivative 

thereof) in a prokaryotic cell, it is necessary to operably 
link a polypeptide sequence to a functional prokaryotic 
promoter. Such promoters may be either constitutive or, 
more preferably, regulatable ( e.g., inducible or 

15 derepressible) . Examples of constitutive promoters include 
the int promoter of bacteriophage X, the bla promoter of the 
(J-lactamase gene sequence of pBR322, and the CAT promoter of 
the chloramphenicol acetyl transferase gene sequence of 
pPR325, and the like. Examples of inducible prokaryotic 

20 promoters include the major right and left promoters of 

bacteriophage X (PL and PR), the trp, recA, lacZ, lad, and 
gal promoters of E. coli, the a-amylase (Ulmanen et al., J. 
Bacterid. 162:176-182, 1985) and the <;-28-specif ic 
promoters of B. subtilis (Gilman et al., Gene sequence 

25 32 : 11-20 (1984 V) , the promoters of the bacteriophages of 

Bacillus (Gryczan, In: The Molecular Biology of the Bacilli, 
Academic Press, Inc., NY (1982)), and Streptomyces promoters 
(Ward et at., Mol . Gen. Genet. 203:468-478, 1986). 
Prokaryotic promoters are reviewed by Glick (J. Ind. 

30 Microbiot. 1:277-282, 1987); Cenatiempo' (Biochimie 68:505- 
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516, 1986); and Gottesman (Ann. Rev. Genet. 18:415-442, 
1984) . 

Proper expression in a prokaryotic cell also requires 
the presence of a ribosome-binding site upstream of the gene 

5 sequence-encoding sequence. Such ribosome binding sites are 
disclosed, for example, by Gold et al . (Ann. Rev. Microbiol. 
35:365-404, 1981) . The selection of control sequences, 
expression vectors, transformation methods, and the like, 
are dependent on the type of host cell used to express the 

10 gene. 

As used herein, "cell", "cell line", and "cell culture" 
may be used interchangeably and all such designations 
include progeny. Thus, the words "transf ormants" or 
"transformed cells" include the primary subject cell and 

15 cultures derived therefrom, without regard to the number of 
transfers. It is also understood that all progeny may not 
be precisely identical in DNA content, due to deliberate or 
inadvertent mutations. However, as defined, mutant progeny 
have the same functionality as that of the originally 

20 transformed cell. 

Host cells which may be used in the expression systems 
of the present invention are not strictly limited, provided 
that they are suitable for use in the expression of the 
peptide of interest. Suitable hosts may often include 

25 eukaryotic cells. Preferred eukaryotic hosts include, for 
example, yeast, fungi, insect cells, mammalian cells either 
in vivo, or in tissue culture. Mammalia*, cells which may be 
useful as hosts include HeLa cells, cells of fibroblast 
origin such as VERO, 3T3 or CHO-K1, or cells of lymphoid 

30 origin (such as 32D cells) and their derivatives. Preferred 
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mammalian host cells include SP2/0 and J558L, as well as 
neuroblastoma cell lines such as I MR 332 and PC12 which may 
provide better capacities for correct post-translational 
processing. 

5 In addition, plant cells are also available as hosts, 

and control sequences compatible with plant cells are 
available, such as the cauliflower mosaic virus 35S and 19S, 
and nopaline synthase promoter and polyadenylation signal 
sequences. Another preferred host is an insect cell, for 

10 example the Drosophila larvae. Using insect cells as hosts, 
the Drosophila alcohol dehydrogenase promoter can be used. 
Rubin, Science 240:1453-1459, 1988). Alternatively, 
baculovirus vectors can be engineered to express large 
amounts of a phosphatase in insects cells (Jasny, Science 

15 238:1653, 1987); Miller et al . , In: Genetic Engineering 

(1986), Setlow, J.K., et al., eds . , Plenum, Vol. 8, pp. 277- 
297) . 

Any of a series of yeast gene sequence expression 
systems can be utilized which incorporate promoter and 

20 termination elements from the actively expressed gene 

sequences coding for glycolytic enzymes which are produced 
in large quantities when yeast are grown in mediums rich in 
glucose. Known glycolytic gene sequences can also provide 
very efficient transcriptional control signals. Yeast 

25 provides substantial advantages in that it can also carry 
out post-translational peptide modif icat ions . A number of 
recombinant DNI\ trategies exist which utilize strong 
promoter sequences and high copy number of plasmids which 
can be utilized for production of the desired proteins in 

30 yeast. Yeast recognizes leader sequences on cloned 
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mammalian gene sequence products and secretes peptides 
bearing leader sequences ( e.g., pre-peptides) . For a 
mammalian host, several possible vector systems are 
available for the expression of a phosphatase. 
5 A particularly preferred yeast expression system is 

that utilizing Schizosaccharmocyces pombe. This system is 
useful for studying the activity of members of the Src 
family ( Superti-Furga, et al. EMBO J. 12:2625, 1993) and 
other NR-TKs. 

10 A wide variety of transcriptional and translational 

regulatory sequences may be employed, depending upon the 
nature of the host. The transcriptional and translational 
regulatory signals may be derived from viral sources, such 
as adenovirus, bovine papilloma virus, cytomegalovirus, 

15 simian virus, or the like, where the regulatory signals are 
associated with a particular gene sequence which has a high 
level of expression. Alternatively, promoters from 
mammalian expression products, such as actin, collagen, 
myosin, and the like, may be employed. Transcriptional 

20 initiation regulatory signals may be selected which allow 

for repression or activation, so that expression of the gene 
sequences can be modulated.. Of interest are regulatory 
signals which are temperature-sensitive so that by varying 
the temperature, expression can be repressed or initiated, 

25 or are subject to chemical (such as metabolite) regulation. 

Expression of polypeptide in eukaryotic hosts requires 
the use of eukaryotic regulatory regions . Such regions 
will, in general, include a promoter region sufficient to 
direct the initiation of RNA synthesis. Preferred 

30 eukaryotic promoters include, for example, the promoter of 
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the mouse metallothionein I gene sequence (Hamer et al., J. 
Mol. Appl. Gen. 1:273-288, 1982); the TK promoter of Herpes 
virus (McKnight, Cell 31:355-365, 1982); the SV40 early 
promoter (Benoist et al., Nature (London) 290:304-310, 
5 1981) ; the yeast gal4 gene sequence promoter (Johnston et 
al., Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. (USA) 79:6971-6975, 1982); 
Silver et al., Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. (USA) 81:5951-5955, 
1984) . 

Translation of eukaryotic mRNA is initiated at the 

10 codon which encodes the first methionine. For this reason, 
it is preferable to ensure that the linkage between a 
eukaryotic promoter and a DNA sequence which encodes a 
polypeptide (or a functional derivative thereof) does not 
contain any intervening codons which are capable of encoding 

15 a methionine (e.g., AUG). The presence of such codons 

results either in a formation of a fusion protein (if the 
AUG codon is in the same reading frame as a coding sequence) 
or a frame-shift mutation (if the AUG codon is not in the 
same reading frame as a coding sequence) . 

20 A polypeptide nucleic acid molecule and an operably 

linked promoter may be introduced into a recipient 
prokaryotic or eukaryotic cell either as a nonreplicating 
DNA (or RNA) molecule, which may either be a linear molecule 
or, more preferably, a closed covalent circular molecule (a 

25 plasmid) . Since such molecules are incapable of autonomous 
replication, the expression of the gene may occur through 
the transient exp^ jsion of the introduced sequence. 
Alternatively, permanent or stable expression may occur 
through the integration of the introduced DNA sequence into 

30 the host chromosome. 
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A vector may be employed which is capable of 
integrating the desired gene sequences into the host cell 
chromosome. Cells which have stably integrated the 
introduced DNA into their chromosomes can be selected by 
5 also introducing one or more markers which allow for 

selection of host cells which contain the expression vector. 
The marker may provide for prototrophy to an auxotrophic 
host, biocide resistance, e.g., antibiotics, or heavy 
metals, such as copper, or the like. The selectable marker 

10 gene sequence can either be directly linked to the DNA gene 
sequences to be expressed, or introduced into the same cell 
by co-transf ection. Additional elements may also be needed 
for optimal synthesis of single chain binding protein mRNA. 
These elements may include splice signals, as well as 

15 transcription promoters, enhancers, and termination signals. 
cDNA expression vectors incorporating such elements include 
those described by Okayama, Mol. Cell. Bio. 3:280, 1983. 

The introduced nucleic acid molecule can be 
incorporated into a plasmid or viral vector capable of 

20 autonomous replication in the recipient host. Any of a wide 
variety of vectors may be employed for this purpose. 
Factors of importance in selecting a particular plasmid or 
viral vector include: the ease with which recipient cells 
that contain the vector may be recognized and selected from 

25 those recipient cells which do not contain the vector; the 
number of copies of the vector which are desired in a 
particular host; and whether it is desirable to be able to 
"shuttle" the vector between host cells of different 
species . 
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Preferred prokaryotic vectors include plasmids such as 
those capable of replication in E. coil (such as, for 
example, pBR322, ColEl, pSClOl, pACYC 184, rcVX. Such 
plasmids are, for example, disclosed by Sambrook (cf . 
5 "Molecular Cloning: A Laboratory Manual", second edition, 
edited by Sambrook, Fritsch, & Maniatis, Cold Spring Harbor 
Laboratory, (1989)). Bacillus plasmids include pC194, 
pC221, pT127, and the like. Such plasmids are disclosed by 
Gryczan (In: The Molecular Biology of the Bacilli, Academic 

10 Press, NY (1982), pp. 307-329). Suitable Streptomyces 
plasmids include plJlOl (Kendall et al., J. Bacterid . 
169:4177-4183,1987), and streptomyces bacteriophages such as 
qC31 (Chater et al., In: Sixth International Symposium on 
Actinomycetales Biology, Akademiai Kaido, Budapest, Hungary 

15 (1986), pp. 45-54). Pseudomonas plasmids are reviewed by 
John et al. (Rev._Inf ect . Dis . 8:693-704, 1986), and Izaki 
(Jpn. J. Bacteriol. 33:729-742, 1978). 

Preferred eukaryotic plasmids include, for example, 
BPV, vaccinia, SV40, 2-micron circle, and the like, or their 

20 derivatives. Such plasmids are well known in the art 
(Botstein et al., Miami Wntr. Symp. 19:265-274, 1982); 
Broach, In: "The Molecular Biology of the Yeast 
Saccharomyces : Life Cycle and Inheritance", Cold Spring 
Harbor Laboratory, Cold Spring Harbor, NY, p. 445-470 

25 (1981); Broach, Cell 28:203-204, 1982); Bollon et at., J. 
Clin. Hematol. Oncol. 10:39-48, 1980); Maniatis, In: Cell 
Biology: A Comprehensive Treatise, Vol. 3, Gene Sequence 
Expression, Academic Press, NY, pp. 563-608 (1980) . 

Once the vector or nucleic acid molecule containing the 

30 construct (s) has been prepared for expression, the DNA 
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construct (s) may be introduced into an appropriate host cell 
by any of a variety of suitable means, e.g., transformation, 
transf ection, conjugation, protoplast fusion, 
electroporation, particle gun technology, calcium phosphate- 

5 precipitation, direct microinjection, and the like. After 
the introduction of the vector, recipient cells are grown in 
a selective medium; which selects for the growth of vector- 
containing cells. Expression of the cloned gene molecule (s) 
results in the production of polypeptides or fragments or 

10 functional derivatives thereof. This can take place in the 
transformed cells as such, or following the induction of 
these cells to differentiate (for example, by administration 
of bromodeoxyuracil to neuroblastoma cells or the like) . A 
variety of incubation conditions can be used to form the 

15 peptide of the present invention. The most preferred 

conditions are those which mimic physiological conditions. 

V . Polypeptides 

Also a feature of the invention are polypeptides, 
preferably phosphatases. A variety of methodologies known 
in the art can be utilized to obtain the polypeptides of the 
present invention. They may be purified from tissues or 
cells which naturally produce them. Alternatively, the 
above-described isolated nucleic acid sequences can be used 
to express a protein recombinantly . 

Any eukaryotic organism can be used as a source for the 
polypeptide of the invention, as long as the source organism 
naturally contains such a polypeptide. As used herein, 
"source organism" refers to the original organism from which 
the amino acid sequence is derived, regardless of the 
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organism the protein is expressed in and ultimately isolated 
from 



One skilled in the art can readily follow known methods 
for isolating proteins in order to obtain the peptide free 
5 of natural contaminants. These include, but are not limited 
to: size-exclusion chromatography, HPLC, ion-exchange 
chromatography, and immuno-af f inity chromatography 

A phosphatase protein, like all proteins, is comprised 
of distinct functional units or domains, m eukaryotes, 
10 proteins sorted through the so-called vesicular pathway 
(bulk flow) usually have a signal sequence (also called a 
leader peptide) in the N- terminus, which is cleaved off 
after the translocation through the ER (endoplasmic 
reticulum) membrane. Some N-terminal signal sequences are 
15 not cleaved off, remaining as transmembrane segments, but it 
does not mean these proteins are retained in the ER; they 
can be further sorted and included in vesicles. Non- 
receptor proteins generally function to transmit signals 
within the cell, either by providing sites for 
20 protein: protein interactions or by having some catalytic 

activity (contained within a catalytic domain), often both. 
Methods of predicting the existence of these various domains 
are well known in the art. Protein: P rotein interaction 
domains can be identified by comparison to other proteins. 
25 The SH2 domain, for example is a protein domain of about 100 
ammo acids fi rst identified as a conserved sequence region 
between the proteins Srr ^nd. Fps (Sadowski, et al., Mol 
Cell. Bio. 6:4396, 1986). Similar sequences were later 
found in many other intracellular signal-transducing 
30 proteins. SH2 domains function as regulatory modules of 
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intracellular signaling cascades by interacting with high 
affinity to phosphotyrosine-containing proteins in a 
sequence specific and strictly phosphorylation-dependent 
manner (Mayer and Baltimore, Trends Cell. Biol. 3:8, 1993) - 
5 Kinase or phosphatase catalytic domains can be identified by 
comparison to other known catalytic domains with kinase or 
phosphatase activity. See, for example Hanks and Hunter, 
FASEB J. 9:576-595, 1995. 

Phosphatase domains have a variety of uses. An example 

10 of such a use is to make a polypeptide consisting of the 

phosphatase catalytic domain and a heterologous protein such 
as glutathione S-transf erase (GST) . Such a polypeptide can 
be used in a biochemical assay for phosphatase catalytic 
activity useful for studying phosphatase substrate 

15 specificity or for identifying substances that can modulate 
phosphatase catalytic activity. Alternatively, one skilled 
in the art could create a polypeptide lacking at least one 
of three major domains, a extracellular domain, 
transmembrane domain or intracellular domain. Such a 

20 polypeptide, when expressed in a cell, is able to form 
complexes with the natural binding partner (s) of 
phosphatases but unable to transmit any signal further 
downstream into the cell, e.g., it would be signaling 
incompetent and thus would be useful for studying the 

25 biological relevance of phosphatase activity. (See, for 
example, Gishizky, et al, PNAS : 10889, 1995). 

VI. An Antibody Having Binding Affinity To A Polypeptide 
And A Hybridoma Containing the Antibody. 
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The present invention also relates to an antibody 
having specific binding affinity to a polypeptide. The 
polypeptide may have the amino acid sequence set forth in 
SEQ ID NO:2, SEQ ID NO:4, SEQ ID NO:6, SEQ ID NO:8, SEQ ID 
5 NO:10, SEQ ID 1*0:12, SEQ ID N0:14, SEQ ID NO:16, SEQ ID 
NO:18, SEQ ID NO:20, SEQ ID NO:22, SEQ ID NO:24, SEQ ID 
NO:26, SEQ ID NO:28, SEQ ID NO:30, SEQ ID NO:32, SEQ ID 
NO:34, SEQ ID NO:42, SEQ ID NO:38 or SEQ ID NO:40, or a be 
fragment thereof, or at least 6, 12, 18, 24, 30, 36, 50, 75, 

10 100 contiguous amino acids thereof. Such an antibody may be 
identified by comparing its binding affinity to a first 
polypeptide with its binding affinity to a second 
polypeptide . Those which bind selectively to the second 
polypeptide, such as a phosphatase, would be chosen for use 

15 in methods requiring a distinction between phosphatases or 
phosphatases and other polypeptides. Such methods could 
include, but should not be limited to, the analysis of 
altered phosphatase expression in tissue containing other 
polypeptides and assay systems using whole cells. 

20 A peptide of the present invention can be used to 

produce antibodies or hybridomas. One skilled in the art 
will recognize that if an antibody is desired, such a 
peptide would be generated as described herein and used as 
an immunogen. The antibodies of the present invention 

25 include monoclonal and polyclonal antibodies, as well 
fragments of these antibodies, and humanized forms. 
Humanized forms of the anti^o'ies of the present invention 
may be generated using one of the procedures known in the 
art such as chimerization or CDR grafting. The present 

30 invention also relates to a hybridoma which produces the 
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above-described monoclonal antibody, or binding fragment 
thereof. A hybridoma is an immortalized cell line which is 
capable of secreting a specific monoclonal antibody. 
In general, techniques for preparing monoclonal 
5 antibodies and hybridomas are well known in the art 

(Campbell, "Monoclonal Antibody Technology: Laboratory 
Techniques in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, " Elsevier 
Science Publishers, Amsterdam, The Netherlands, 1984; St. 
Groth et al., J. Immunol. Methods 35:1-21, 1980). Any 

10 animal (mouse, rabbit, and the like) which is known to 
produce antibodies can be immunized with the selected 
polypeptide. Methods for immunization are well known in the 
art. Such methods include subcutaneous or intraperitoneal 
injection of the polypeptide. One skilled in the art will 

15 recognize that the amount of polypeptide used for 
immunization will vary based on the animal which is 
immunized, the antigenicity of the polypeptide and the site 
of injection. 

The polypeptide may be modified or administered in an 
20 adjuvant in order to increase the peptide antigenicity. 

Methods of increasing the antigenicity of a polypeptide are 
well known in the art. Such procedures include coupling the 
antigen with a heterologous protein (such as globulin or □- 
galactosidase) or through the inclusion of an adjuvant 
25 during immunization. 

For monoclonal antibodies, spleen cells from the 
immunized animals are removed, fused with myeloma cells, 
such as SP2/0-Agl4 myeloma cells, and allowed to become 
monoclonal antibody producing hybridoma cells.- Any one of a 
30 number of methods well known in the art can be used to 
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identify the hybridoma cell which produces an antibody with 
the desired characteristics. These include screening the 
hybridomas with an ELISA assay, western blot analysis, or 
radioimmunoassay (Lutz, et al., Exp. Cell Res. 175:109-124, 
5 1988) . Hybridomas secreting the desired antibodies are 
cloned and the class and subclass is determined using 
procedures known in the art (Campbell, "Monoclonal Antibody 
Technology: Laboratory Techniques in Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology", supra, 1984). 

10 For polyclonal antibodies, antibody-containing antisera 

is isolated from the immunized animal and is screened for 
the presence of antibodies with the desired specificity 
using^ one of the above-described procedures. The above- 
described antibodies may be detectably labeled. Antibodies 

15 can be detectably labeled through the use of radioisotopes, 
affinity labels (such as biotin, avidin, and the like), 
enzymatic labels (such as horse radish peroxidase, alkaline 
phosphatase, and the like) fluorescent labels (such as FITC 
or rhodamine, and the like), paramagnetic atoms, and the 

20 like. Procedures for accomplishing such labeling are well- 
known in the art, for example, see (Stemberger, et al., J. 
Histochem. Cytochem. 18:315, 1970; Bayer, et al., Meth. 
Enzym. 62:308, 1979; Engval, et al., Immunot. 109:129, 1972; 
Goding, J. Immunol. Meth. 13:215, 1976). The labeled 

25 antibodies of the present invention can be used for in 

vitro, in vivo, and in in situ assays to identify cells jr 
tissues which express a specific peptide. 

The above-described antibodies may also be immobilized 
on a solid support. Examples of such solid supports include 

30 plastics such as polycarbonate, complex carbohydrates such 
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as agarose and sepharose, acrylic resins and such as 
polyacrylamide and latex beads. Techniques for coupling 
antibodies to such solid supports are well known in the art 
(Weir et al., "Handbook of Experimental Immunology" 4th Ed., 
5 Blackwell Scientific Publications, Oxford, England, Chapter 
10, 1986; Jacoby et al., Meth. Enzym. 34, Academic Press, 
N.Y., 1974). The immobilized antibodies of the present 
invention can be used for in vitro, in vivo, and in situ 
assays as well as in immunochromotography . 

10 Furthermore, one skilled in the art can readily adapt 

currently available procedures, as well as the techniques, 
methods and kits disclosed above with regard to antibodies, 
to generate peptides capable of binding to a specific 
peptide sequence in order to generate rationally designed 

15 antipeptide peptides, for example see Hurby et al., 

"Application of Synthetic Peptides: Antisense Peptides", In 
Synthetic Peptides, A User's Guide, W.H. Freeman, NY, pp. 
289-307 (1992), and Kaspczak et al . , Biochemistry 28:9230- 
8 (1989) . 

20 

VII. An Antibody Based Method And Kit For Detecting a 
Polypeptide . 

The present invention encompasses a method of detecting 
a polypeptide in a sample, comprising: (a) contacting the 

25 sample with an above-described antibody, under conditions 
such that immunocomplexes form, and (b) detecting the 
presence of said antibody bound to the polypeptide. In 
detail, the methods comprise incubating a test sample with 
one or more of the antibodies of the present invention and 

30 assaying whether the antibody binds to the test sample. 
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Altered levels, either an increase or decrease, of a 
polypeptide in a sample as compared to normal levels may 
indicate disease. 

Conditions for incubating an antibody with a test 
5 sample vary. Incubation conditions depend on the format 
employed in the assay, the detection methods employed, and 
the type and nature of the antibody used in the assay. One 
skilled in the art will recognize that any one of the 
commonly available immunological assay formats (such as 

10 radioimmunoassays, enzyme-linked immunosorbent assays, 
diffusion based Ouchterlony, or rocket immunof luorescent 
assays) can readily be adapted to employ the antibodies of 
the present invention. Examples of such assays can be found 
in Chard, "An Introduction to Radioimmunoassay and Related 

15 Techniques" Elsevier Science Publishers, Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands (1986); Bullock et al., "Techniques in 
Immunocytochemistry, " Academic Press, Orlando, FL Vol. 
1(1982), Vol. 2 (1983), Vol. 3 (1985); Tijssen, "Practice 
and Theory of Enzyme Immunoassays: Laboratory Techniques in 

20 Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, " Elsevier Science 
Publishers, Amsterdam, The Netherlands (1985) . 

The immunological assay test samples of the present 
invention include cells, protein or membrane extracts of 
cells, or biological fluids such as blood, serum, plasma, or 

25 urine. The test sample used in the above-described method 
will vary based on the assay format, nature of the detection 
method and the tissues, cells or extracts used as the sample 
to be assayed. Methods for preparing protein extracts or 
membrane extracts of cells are well known in the art and can 

30 be readily be adapted to the present invention. 
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A kit contains all the necessary reagents to carry out 
the previously described methods of detection. The kit may 
comprise: (i) a first container containing an above- 
described antibody, and (ii) second container containing a 
5 conjugate comprising a binding partner of the antibody and a 
label. In another preferred embodiment, the kit further 
comprises one or more other containers comprising one or 
more of the following: wash reagents and reagents capable of 
detecting the presence of bound antibodies. 

10 Examples of detection reagents include, but are not 

limited to, labeled secondary antibodies, or in the 
alternative, if the primary antibody is labeled, the 
chromophoric, enzymatic, or antibody binding reagents which 
are capable of reacting with the labeled antibody. The 

15 compartmentalized kit may be as described above for nucleic 
acid probe kits. One skilled in the art will readily 
recognize that the antibodies described in the present 
invention can readily be incorporated into one of the 
established kit formats which are well known in the art. 

20 

VIII. Isolation of Natural Binding Partners of 
Polypeptides . 

The present invention also relates to methods of 
detecting natural binding partners capable of binding to a 
25 polypeptide. A natural binding partner of a polypeptide may 
be, for example, a substrate protein which is 
dephosphorylated as part of a signaling cascade. The 
binding parter(s) may be present within a complex mixture, 
for example, serum, body fluids, or cell extracts. 
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In general methods for identifying natural binding 
partners comprise incubating a substance with a phosphatase 
and detecting the presence of a substance bound to the 
phosphatase. Preferred methods include the two-hybrid 
5 system of Fields and Song (supra) and co- 
immunoprecipitation . 

IX. Identification of and Uses for Substances Capable of 
Modulating Polypeptide Activity 

10 The present invention also relates to a method of 

detecting a substance capable of modulating polypeptide 
activity. Such substances can either enhance activity 
(agonists) or inhibit activity (antagonists) . Agonists and 
antagonists can be peptides, antibodies, products from 

15 natural sources such as fungal or plant extracts or small 
molecular weight organic compounds. In general, small 
molecular weight organic compounds are preferred. Examples 
of classes of compounds that can be tested for phosphatase 
modulating activity are, for example but not limited to, 

20 non-peptidyl compounds disclosed in Taylor, S. et al. (1998) 
Bioorganic and Medicinal Chemistry, 6:1457-1468, which is 
incorporated by reference, herein, compounds disclosed in 
Burke, Jr. et al. (1997) Current Pharmaceutical Design 
3:291-304 and Burke, Jr. et al. (1998) Biopolymers, 47:225- 

25 241, which are hereby incorporated by reference, herein, 
including any drawings . 

In general, the method comprises contacting at least 
one polypeptide of the present invention with a test 
substance, measuring an activity of the polypeptide and 

30 determining whether the test substance modulates the 
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activity of the polypeptide- A change in activity may be 
manifested by increased or decreased phosphorylation of a 
phosphatase polypeptide or increased or decreased 
phosphorylation of a phosphatase substrate. The substance 
5 thus identified would produce a change in activity 
indicative of the agonist or antagonist nature of the 
substance. 

The method also comprises incubating cells that produce 
phosphatases in the presence of a test substance and 

10 detecting changes in the level of phosphatase activity or 
phosphatase binding partner activity. A change in activity 
may be manifested by increased or decreased phosphorylation 
of a phosphatase polypeptide, increased or decreased 
phosphorylation of a phosphatase substrate, or increased or 

15 decreased biological response in cells. Biological 
responses can include, for example, proliferation, 
differentiation, survival, or motility. The substance thus 
identified would produce a change in activity indicative of 
the agonist or antagonist nature of the substance. Once the 

20 substance is identified it can be isolated using techniques 
well known in the art, if not already available in a 
purified form. 

X. Method for Treating a Disease or Disorder 

25 The present invention also relates to a method for 

treating a disease or disorder comprising the step of 
administering to a patient in need of such a treatment a 
substance that modulates phosphatases of the present 
invention. 
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Toxicity and therapeutic efficacy of substances, or 
compounds, can be determined by standard pharmaceutical 
procedures in cell cultures or experimental animals. The 
dose ratio between toxic and therapeutic effects is the 
5 therapeutic index and it can be expressed as the ratio 
LD50/ED50. Compounds which exhibit large therapeutic 
indices are preferred. The data obtained from these cell 
culture assays and animal studies can be used in formulating 
a range of dosage for use in humans. The dosage of such 

10 compounds lies preferably within a range of circulating 
concentrations that include the ED50 with little or no 
toxicity. The dosage may vary within this range depending 
upon the dosage form employed and the route of 
administration utilized. 

15 For any compound used in the method of the invention, 

the therapeutically effective dose can be estimated 
initially from cell culture assays. For example, a dose can 
be formulated in animal models to achieve a circulating 
plasma concentration range that includes the IC50 as 

20 determined in cell culture ( e.g., the concentration of the 
test compound which achieves a half-maximal disruption of 
the protein complex, or a half-maximal inhibition of the 
cellular level and/or activity of a complex component) . 
Such information can be used to more accurately determine 

25 useful doses in humans. Levels in plasma may be measured, 
for example, by HPLC. 

The exact formulation, route of administration and 
dosage can be chosen by the individual physician in view of 
the patient's condition. (See e.g. Fingl et al., 1975, in 

30 "The Pharmacological Basis of Therapeutics", Ch. 1 pi) . 
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It should be noted that the attending physician would 
know how to and when to terminate, interrupt, or adjust 
administration due to toxicity, or to organ dysfunctions. 
Conversely, the attending physician would also know to 
5 adjust treatment to higher levels if the clinical response 
were not adequate (precluding toxicity) . The magnitude of 
an administrated dose in the management of the oncogenic 
disorder of interest will vary with the severity of the 
condition to be treated and with the route of 

10 administration. The severity of the condition may, for 
example, be evaluated, in part, by standard prognostic 
evaluation methods. Further, the dose and perhaps dose 
frequency, will also vary according to the age, body weight, 
and response of the individual patient- A program 

15 comparable to that discussed above may be used in veterinary 
medicine . 

Depending on the specific conditions being treated, 
such agents may be formulated and administered systemically 
or locally- Techniques for formulation and administration 

20 may be found in "Remington's Pharmaceutical Sciences," 1990, 
18th ed., Mack Publishing Co., Easton, PA. Suitable routes 
may include oral, rectal, transdermal, vaginal, 
transmucosal, or intestinal administration; parenteral 
delivery, including intramuscular, subcutaneous, 

25 intramedullary injections, as well as intrathecal, direct 
intraventricular, intravenous , intraperitoneal , intranasal , 
or intraocular injections, just to name a few. 

For injection, the agents of the invention may be 
formulated in aqueous solutions, preferably in 

30 physiologically compatible buffers such as Hanks* s solution, 
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Ringer's solution, or physiological saline buffer. For such 
transmucosal administration, penetrants appropriate to the 
barrier to be permeated are used in the formulation. Such 
penetrants are generally known in the art. 
5 Use of pharmaceutical^ acceptable carriers to 

formulate the compounds herein disclosed for the practice of 
the invention into dosages suitable for systemic 
administration is within the scope of the invention. With 
proper choice of carrier and suitable manufacturing 

10 practice, the compositions of the present invention, in 
particular, those formulated as solutions, may be 
administered parenterally, such as by intravenous injection. 
The compounds can be formulated readily using 
pharmaceutically acceptable carriers well known in the art 

15 into dosages suitable for oral administration. Such 
carriers enable the compounds of the invention to be 
formulated as tablets, pills, capsules, liquids, gels, 
syrups, slurries, suspensions and the like, for oral 
ingestion by a patient to be treated. 

20 Agents intended to be administered intracellularly may 

be administered using techniques well known to those of 
ordinary skill in the art. For example, such agents may be 
encapsulated into liposomes, then administered as described 
above. Liposomes are spherical lipid bilayers with aqueous 

25 interiors. All molecules present in an aqueous solution at 
che time of liposome formation are incorporated into the 
aqueous interior. The liposomal contents are both protected 
from the external microenvironment and, because liposomes 
fuse with cell membranes, are efficiently delivered into the 

30 cell cytoplasm. Additionally, due to their hydrophobicity, 
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small organic molecules may be directly administered 
intracellular ly . 

Pharmaceutical compositions suitable for use in the 
present invention include compositions wherein the active 
5 ' ingredients are contained in an effective amount to achieve 
its intended purpose. Determination of the effective 
amounts is well within the capability of those skilled in 
the art, especially in light of the detailed disclosure 
provided herein. 

10 In addition to the active ingredients, these 

pharmaceutical compositions may contain suitable 
pharmaceutically acceptable carriers comprising excipients 
and auxiliaries which facilitate processing of the active 
compounds into preparations which can be used 

15 pharmaceutically. The preparations formulated for oral 

administration may be in the form of, for example, tablets, 
dragees, capsules, or solutions. 

The pharmaceutical compositions of the present 
invention may be manufactured in a manner that is itself 

20 known, e.g., by means of conventional mixing, dissolving, 
granulating, dragee-making, levigating, emulsifying, 
encapsulating, entrapping or lyophilizing processes. 

Pharmaceutical formulations for parenteral 
administration include aqueous solutions of the active 

25 compounds in water-soluble form. Additionally, suspensions 
of the active compounds may be prepared as appropriate oily 
injection suspensions. Suitable lipophilic solvents or 
vehicles include fatty oils such as sesame oil, or synthetic 
fatty acid esters, such as ethyl oleate or triglycerides, or 

30 liposomes. Aqueous injection suspensions may contain 
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substances which increase the viscosity of the suspension, 
such as sodium carboxymethyl cellulose, sorbitol, or 
dextran. Optionally, the suspension may also contain 
suitable stabilizers or agents which increase the solubility 
5 of the compounds to allow for the preparation of highly 
concentrated solutions. 

Pharmaceutical preparations for oral use can be 
obtained by combining the active compounds with solid 
excipients, optionally grinding a resulting mixture, and 

10 processing the mixture of granules, after adding suitable 
auxiliaries, if desired, to obtain tablets or dragee cores. 
Suitable excipients are, in particular, fillers such as 
sugars, including lactose, sucrose, mannitol, or sorbitol; 
cellulose preparations such as, for example, maize starch, 

15 wheat starch, rice starch, potato starch, gelatin, gum 
tragacanth, methyl cellulose, hydroxypropylmethyl- 
cellulose, sodium carboxymethylcellulose, and/or 
polyvinylpyrrolidone (PVP) . If desired, disintegrating 
agents may be added, such as the cross-linked polyvinyl 

20 pyrrolidone, agar, or alginic acid or a salt thereof such as 
sodium alginate. 

Dragee cores are provided with suitable coatings. For 
this purpose, concentrated sugar solutions may be used, 
which may optionally contain gum arabic, talc, polyvinyl 

25 pyrrolidone, carbopol gel, polyethylene glycol, and/or 

titanium dioxide, lacquer solutions, and suitable organic 
solvents or solvent mixtures. Dyestuffs or pigments may be 
added to the tablets or dragee coatings for identification 
or to characterize different combinations of active compound 

30 doses . 
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Pharmaceutical preparations which can be used orally 
include push-fit capsules made of gelatin, as well as soft, 
sealed capsules made of gelatin and a plasticizer, such as 
glycerol or sorbitol. The push-fit capsules can contain the 
5 active ingredients in admixture with filler such as lactose, 
binders such as starches, and/or lubricants such as talc or 
magnesium stearate and, optionally, stabilizers. In soft 
capsules, the active compounds may be dissolved or suspended 
in suitable liquids, such as fatty oils, liquid paraffin, or 
10 liquid polyethylene glycols. In addition, stabilizers may 
be added. 

Methods of determining the dosages of compounds to be 
administered to a patient and modes of administering 
compounds to an organism are disclosed in U.S. Application 

15 Serial No. 08/702,282, filed August 23, 1996 and 

International patent publication number WO 96/22976, 
published August 1 1996, both of which are incorporated 
herein by reference in their entirety, including any 
drawings, figures or tables. Those skilled in the art will 

20 appreciate that such descriptions are applicable to the 
present invention and can be easily adapted to it. 

The proper dosage depends on various factors such as 
the type of disease being treated, the particular composi- 
tion being used and the size and physiological condition of 

25 the patient. Therapeutically effective doses for the 

compounds described herein can be estimated initially from 
cell culture and animal models. For example, a dose can be 
formulated in animal models to achieve a circulating 
concentration range that initially takes into account the 

30 IC50 as determined in cell culture assays. The animal model 
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Veterinary Medical Assoc. Panel on Euthanasia, Journal of 
American Veterinary Medical Assoc., 202:229-249, 1993). 
Representative animals from each treatment group can then be 
examined by gross necropsy for immediate evidence of 
5 metastasis, unusual illness or toxicity. Gross abnormal- 
ities in tissue are noted and tissues are examined 
histologically. Compounds causing a reduction in body 
weight or blood components are less preferred, as are 
compounds having an adverse effect on major organs. In 
10 general, the greater the adverse effect the less preferred 
the compound. 

For the treatment of cancers the expected daily dose of 
a hydrophobic pharmaceutical agent is between 1 to 500 
mg/day, preferably 1 to 250 mg/day, and most preferably 1 to 

15 50 mg/day. Drugs can be delivered less frequently provided 
plasma levels of the active moiety are sufficient to 
maintain therapeutic effectiveness . 

Plasma levels should reflect the potency of the drug. 
Generally, the more potent the compound the lower the plasma 

20 levels necessary to achieve efficacy. 

Examples of classes of compounds or compounds that may 
have phosphatase modulating activity are, for example but 
not limited to, non-peptidyl compounds disclosed in Taylor, 
S. et al. (1998) Bioorganic and Medicinal Chemistry, 6:1457- 

25 14 68, which is incorporated by reference, herein, compounds 
disclosed in Burke, Jr. et al. (1997) Current Pharmaceutical 
Design 3:291-304 and Burke, Jr. et al. (1998) Biopolymers, 
47:225-241. 
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XI . Method for Detection of a Phosphatase in a Sample as a 
Diagnostic Tool for a Disease or Disorder 

The invention also relates to a method for detection of 
a phosphatase in a sample as a diagnostic tool for a disease 
5 or disorder. The method may be practiced by contacting the 
sample with a nucleic acid probe which hybridizes under 
hybridization assay conditions to a nucleic acid molecule 
which encodes a phosphatase of the invention and detecting 
the presence or amount of a probe: target region as an 
10 indication of the disease. The method may also be practiced 
by comparing a nucleic acid target region encoding a 
phosphatase of the invention in a sample, to a control 
region and detecting differences in sequence or amount 
between the target region and the control region as an 
15 indication of the disease or disorder. The disease or 

disorder may be cancer, pathophysiological hypoxia such as 
seen in cardiac disfunction and vascular disorders including 
atherosclerosis, stenosis and stroke, myopathies, congenital 
muscle disorders, Papillon-Lef evre syndrome, Cowden disease, 
20 ectodermal dysplasia, Moebius syndrome, Bjornstad syndrome, 
Bannayan-Zonana syndrome, glioblastoma, schizophrenia and 
hamartomas. The cancer may be breast cancer, glioblastoma, 
urogenital cancer, , prostate cancer, head and neck cancer, 
lung cancer, synovial sarcomas, renal cell carcinoma, non- 
25 small cell lung cancer, hepatocellular carcinoma, pancreatic 
endocrine tumors, stomach cancer, colorectal cancer and 
thyroid cancer . 

XII . Transgenic Animals 
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Also contemplated by the invention are transgenic 
animals useful for the study of phosphatases activity in 
complex in vivo systems. A variety of methods are available 
for the production of transgenic animals associated with 
5 this invention. DNA sequences encoding phosphatases which 
can be injected into the pronucleus of a fertilized egg 
before fusion of the male and female pronuclei, or injected 
into the nucleus of an embryonic cell (e.g.., the nucleus of 
a two-cell embryo) following the initiation of cell division 

10 (Brinster, et al., Proc. Nat. Acad. Sci. USA 82: 4438, 

1985) , Embryos can be infected with viruses, especially 
retroviruses, modified to carry inorganic-ion receptor 
nucleotide sequences of the invention. 

Pluripotent stem cells derived from the inner cell mass 

15 of the embryo and stabilized in culture can be manipulated 
in culture to incorporate nucleotide sequences of the 
invention. A transgenic animal can be produced from such 
cells through implantation into a blastocyst that is 
implanted into a foster mother and allowed to come to term. 

20 Animals suitable for transgenic experiments can be obtained 
from standard commercial sources such as Charles River 
(Wilmington, MA) , Taconic (Germantown, NY) , Harlan Sprague 
Dawley (Indianapolis, IN), etc. 

The procedures for manipulation of the rodent embryo 

25 and for microinjection of DNA into the pronucleus of the 

zygote are well known to those of ordinary skill in the art 
(Hogan, et al-., supra). Microinjection procedures for fish, 
amphibian eggs and birds are detailed in Houdebine and 
Chourrout, Experientia 47: 897-905, 1991). Other procedures 

30 for introduction of DNA into tissues of animals are 
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described in 0 . 8 . patent No ., M() 
July 30, 1990) . 

By way of example only _ tQ prepare a 
f-,1. .ice are indeed to superovul.te. Aft^'"^' 
» allied to the females are sacrificed by C o 2 

asphyxiation or cervical dislocation and enfcryos are 
-covered rro m excised oviducts. Surrounding cun,ulus cells 

n i :r : Pl r UCl9ar ~ "» - 

until the t» of injection. Sandfly cycling aduit fe„ale 
■0 mice are paired with vasectonuzed males. Recipient f , 

are* ma*-^ . j_ » recipient females 

are mated at the same time as donor females. Enbryos the „ 

re transferred surgically. The procedure for generating 
ransgenic rats is simiiar to that ofmice. See Ha™, « 
al., Cell 63:1099-1112, 1990). 

" a d f r th ° dS CUltUrin9 ° £ embryoni = «S. cells 

an he SUDSequ . nt productio „ ^ ^ e -1 s 

introduction of DNA into ES cells usi„ 9 methods such as 
electroporation, calcium phosphate/DHA precipitation and 

> - "rr : ai s r r ; ueii kn °- n to th °- ° f — 

^ryonic Stem ell" ^ — and 

. d TBr D Practical Approach, E.J. Robertson, 

eel., IRL Press, 1987). 

cent In CaS " inV ° 1Vin9 rand °" 9ane integration, a clone 
containing the se q ue„ce,s, of the invention is co- 
transfected „ith a gene encoding resistance. Alternatively, 
he gene encoding neomycin resistance is physically li nk ed 
to the seguence.s, of the invention. Transfection and 
isolation of desired clones are carried out by any one of 
overal ls „ell k „o„„ to those of ordinal sLll in^ 
-> u art (E.J. Robertson, supra). 
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DNA molecules introduced into ES cells can also be 
integrated into the chromosome through the process of 
homologous recombination. Capecchi, Science 244: 1288-1292 
(1989) . Methods for positive selection of the recombination 
5 event ( e.g., neo resistance) and dual positive-negative 

selection ( e.g., neo resistance and gancyclovir resistance) 
and the subsequent identification of the desired clones by 
PGR have been described by Capecchi, supra and Joyner et 
al., Nature 338: 153-156, 1989), the teachings of which are 

10 incorporated herein. The final phase of the procedure is to 
inject targeted ES cells into blastocysts and to transfer 
the blastocysts into pseudopregnant females. The resulting 
chimeric animals are bred and the offspring are analyzed by 
Southern blotting to identify individuals that carry the 

15 transgene. Procedures for the production of non-rodent 

mammals and other animals have been discussed by others. See 
Houdebine and Chourrout, supra; Pursel, et al-. Science 
244:1281-1288, 1989); and Simms, et al . , Bio/Technology 
6:179-183, 1988) . 

20 Thus, the invention provides transgenic, nonhuman 

mammals containing a transgene encoding a phosphatase 
polypeptide or a gene effecting the expression of a 
phosphatase polypeptide. Such transgenic nonhuman mammals 
are particularly useful as an in vivo test system for 

25 studying the effects of introducing a phosphatase 

polypeptide, regulating the expression of a phosphatase 
polypeptide (e.g., through the introduction of additional 
genes, antisense nucleic acids, or ribozymes) . 

A "transgenic animal" is an animal having cells that 

30 contain DNA which has been artificially inserted into a 
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cell, which DNA becomes part of the genome of the animal 
which develops from that cell. Preferred transgenic animals 
are primates, mice, rats, cows, pigs, horses, goats, sheep, 
dogs and cats. The transgenic DNA may encode for a human 
5 phosphatase polypeptide. Native expression in an animal may 
be reduced by providing an amount of anti-sense RNA or DNA 
effective to reduce expression of the receptor. 

XIII . Gene Therapy 

10 A phosphatase or its genetic sequences, both mutated 

and non-mutated, will also be useful in gene therapy 
(reviewed in Miller, Nature 357:455-460, (1992). Miller 
states that advances have resulted in practical approaches 
to human gene therapy that have demonstrated positive 

15 initial results. The basic science of gene therapy is 
described in Mulligan, Science 260:926-931, (1993). 

In one preferred embodiment, an expression vector 
containing a phosphatase coding sequence or a phosphatase 
mutant coding sequence as described above is inserted into 

20 cells, the cells are grown in vitro and then infused in 
large numbers into patients. In another preferred 
embodiment, a DNA segment containing a promoter of choice 
(for example a strong promoter) is transferred into cells 
containing an endogenous gene sequence in such a manner that 

25 the promoter segment enhances expression of the endogenous 
phosphatase gene (for example, the promoter segment is 
transferred to the cell such that it becomes directly linked 
to the endogenous phosphatase gene) . 

The gene therapy may involve the use of an adenovirus 

30 containing phosphatase cDNA targeted to an appropriate cell 

87 



BNSDOCID: <WO 0112619A2 I > 



WO 01/12819 



PCTAJS00/22158 



type, systemic phosphatase increase by implantation of 
engineered cells, injection with a phosphatase virus, or 
injection of naked phosphatase DNA into appropriate cells or 
tissues, for example neurons* 
5 Expression vectors derived from viruses such as 

retroviruses, vaccinia virus, adenovirus, adeno-associated 
virus, herpes viruses, several RNA viruses, or bovine 
papilloma virus, may be used for delivery of nucleotide 
sequences (e.g., cDNA) encoding a recombinant phosphatase 

10 protein into the targeted cell population (e.g.., tumor 
cells or neurons) . Methods which are well known to those 
skilled in the art can be used to construct recombinant 
viral vectors containing coding sequences. See, for 
example, the techniques described in Maniatis et al., 

15 Molecular Cloning: A Laboratory Manual, Cold Spring Harbor 
Laboratory, N.Y. (1989), and in Ausubel et al., Current 
Protocols in Molecular Biology, Greene Publishing Associates 
and Wiley Interscience, N.Y. (1989) . Alternatively, 
recombinant nucleic acid molecules encoding protein 

20 sequences can be used as naked DNA or in a reconstituted 

system, e.g.., liposomes or other lipid systems for delivery 
to target cells (See e.g.., Feigner et al . , Nature 337:387- 
8, 1989) . Several other methods for the direct transfer of 
plasmid DNA into cells exist for use in human gene therapy 

25 and involve targeting the DNA to receptors on cells by 

complexing the plasmid DNA to proteins. See, Miller, supra. 

In its simplest form, gene transfer can be performed by 
simply injecting minute amounts of DNA into the nucleus of a 
cell, through a process of microinjection. (Capecchi MR, 

30 Cell 22:479-88, 1980). Once recombinant genes are 
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introduced into a cell +h** r 

normal mechanisms T I —cnized by the cell's 

mechanisms for transcription and translation, and a 
gene product will be exoresseri ni-v, 

expressed, other methods have a u n 
ee attempted inttoducing Dm ^ ^a s 

ceils. These methods include- tran^f -m-i 

MeHn1f9f . . transfection, wherein DNA is 

precipitated with CaPO, and taken into cells bv „■ 

(Chen c an* /m, ceils by pmocytosis 

(Chen c. and o k ay Ma H , Mol . CeU Bi(>1 _ 7; 

61 CtrOPOmi "' ™ -posed to large 1 



which fuse with a target cell , Feigner PL et al „ 

-.ti. *=ad. Scl . os , 84l741 ,_ 7 , 19e7)1 /; n ; ;: c r- 

m^ using DNA bound to small „ a Ns _ 

et al., Proc . Natl . Acad sci 87:95 J" 5 - 

method for introduoing DNA into cells is to ,' 

to chen,icall, modified proteins " ™ A 

capabl" Th 3150 ^ Sh °™ P-teins are 

staining DNA complexes a< ^r X the e b°^d a ^ enOV ^ rUS '° 
. mp^exes, or the binding of DNA to 

n„;i„r ale " tiy <° -„ 9 P rote in 

crosslink, aaents sutatanti lmproves 
expression of the recombinant gene. Curiel D efal L 
* J. Respir. cell. „ol. Biol.. 6:2 „7- 5 2, ls „, ' 

As used nerei., "gene transfer" means the process of 
ntroducrng a foreign nucleic acid molecule into a 11 

i:::::: a r P ::r: ly per£ - d to — - *~ 

particular product encoded bv the a*** *u 

30 may include a „*-«*- • , hS P roduct 

r ^'"-iuae a protein, polvpeotidp anf ; 

f -^ypepciae, anti-sense DNA or RNA, 
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or enzymatically active RNA. Gene transfer can be performed 
in cultured cells or by direct administration into animals. 
Generally gene transfer involves the process of nucleic acid 
contact with a target cell by non-specific or receptor 
5 mediated interactions, uptake of nucleic acid into the cell 
through the membrane or by endocytosis, and release of 
nucleic acid into the cytoplasm from the plasma membrane or 
endosome. Expression may require, in addition, movement of 
the nucleic acid into the nucleus of the cell and binding to 

10 appropriate nuclear factors for transcription. 

As used herein "gene therapy" is a form of gene 
transfer and is included within the definition of gene 
transfer as used herein and specifically refers to gene 
transfer to express a therapeutic product from a cell in 

15 vivo or in vitro. Gene transfer can be performed ex vivo on 
cells which are then transplanted into a patient, or can be 
performed by direct administration of the nucleic acid or 
nucleic acid-protein complex into the patient. 

In another preferred embodiment, a vector having 

20 nucleic acid sequences encoding a phosphatase is provided in 
which the nucleic acid sequence is expressed only in 
specific tissue. Methods of achieving tissue-specific gene 
expression as set forth in International Publication No. WO 
93/09236, filed November 3, 1992 and published May 13, 1993. 

25 In all of the preceding vectors, a further aspect of 

the invention is that the nucleic acid sequence contained in 
the vector may include additions, deletions or modifications 
to some or all of the sequence of the nucleic acid, as 
defined above. 
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In another preferred embodiment, a method of M 
replacement i s set forth » G . ne 96 
means su PP l ying a n ° "Placement" as used herein 

ppiying a nucleic acid sequence which i s caDahl f 
being express^n i„ „• . capable of 

pressed m vivo m an animal and therebv n™, 
or augmenting the function ^ hereby providing 

y tne r unction of an endogenous gene whir-h • 
-ssmg or defective in the animal. ^ " 

present invention Th« , 6 

ention. The examples below demonstrate the 
isolation and characterization of the serine/^ 
Phosphatases of the invention. —/threonine 



20 



25 



Identi£iCati ° n 3nd "option Of novel clones 

»°vel protein tyrosine phosphatases , CT P> „ere „ 

from the public est >. identified 

'«"» http-/ of J USl " 9 3 Udden H " tov — 1- 

m-cp • / /pram. wust 1 edn/\ k.^h. 

Phosphatase catalytic 7 -mmalian and yeast 

catalytic domain sequences ni,=.i 
phosphatases were id.n, „■ „ specificity 
93 DSPs frl ldentlf "" "sing an HMM rcodel built from 

http u T -urces 

eift^flfr^^^^ E STs 

searched by BLAST /au u , ° 
oiiAbT (Altschul, et al f 1 q Q7 \ M , . 

- 25 33S 9 - 3402) with representa^:^ "I 

™ r;::; ;:: h as human dus6 ' *- — - — 

that had a score of at least 10 against the 
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HMM, or a E-value of less than 1.00 for the BLAST searches, 
were then masked for repetitive sequences and vectors and 
were clustered using MSA. The resulting contigs were 
searched against known phosphatases to identify EST clones 
5 that encode novel phosphatases. Full sequencing of EST and 
PCR fragments was carried out using a cycle sequencing Big- 
dye kit with AmpliTaq DNA Polymerase, FS (ABI, Foster City, 
CA) . Sequencing reaction products were run on an ABI Prism 
377 DNA Sequencer. 

10 RESULTS 

The following abbreviations were used for phosphatases: 

DsPTP Dual specificity protein phosphatase 

DUS Dual specificity phosphatase 

GAK cyclin G associated kinase 

MKP MAP Kinase phosphatase 

MTM Myotubular myopathy (myotubularin) phosphatase 

PTEN Phosphatase and tensin homolog 

The following abbreviations were used for species 

15 

AT Arabidopsis thaliana 
CE Caenorhabditis elegans 
CI Ciona intestinalis 
DM Drosophila melanogaster 

H Human 

M Murine 

NT Nicotiana tabacum 
R Rat 

SC Saccharomyces cerevisiae 
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SP Schizosaccharomyces pombe 

Figure 3 discloses amino acid sequence alignments 
performed with the predicted ORF for the novel protein 
phosphatases against the non-redundant protein database (NRP 
5 database) as well as a database built with the novel 

phosphatases presented in this filing (Repository or "R") . 
Alignments were performed using the Smith-Waterman algorithm 
with a PAM 100 matrix table and gap open and extension 
penalties of 14 and 1, respectively. Figure 3 discloses "% 
10 Identity", "length of match", "Dbase" and "Hit sp", "Dbase 
hit" and "Hit Ace" refers to the calculated percent identity 
of each query against the best hits, along with the database 
source, species, description, and accession number of the 
match. 

15 EXAMPLE 2 . Chromosomal Localization of Novel Mammalian 
Protein Phosphatases 

The chromosomal locations (CHR localization) for 8 of 
the 20 novel protein phosphatases are shown in Figure 1. 

Several sources were used to find information about the 

20 chromosomal localization of each of the genes described in 
this patent. First, the accession number for the nucleic 
acid sequence was used to query the Unigene database. The 
site containing the Unigene search engine is: 
http : / / www . ncbi . nlm . nih . cfc.y/JUniGene/Hs . Home . html . 

25 Information on map position within the Unigene database is 
imported from several sources, including the Online 
Mendelian Inheritance in Man (OMIM, 
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http://www.ncbi.nlm-nih.gov/Omim/searchomim.html) , The 
Genome Database 

(http: //gdb.infobiogen. fr/gdb/simpleSearch.html) , and the 
Whitehead Institute human physical map 
5 (http: //carbon. wi .mi t .edu: 8000 /cgi- 
bin/contig/sts_inf o?database=release) . 

For example, searching Unigene with AA813123, an EST for a 
MKP-like phosphatase (SEQ ID#19) , the following information 
is retrieved: X: DXS1061-DXS1039 . The location of this gene 

10 on an "ideogram" of the cytogenetic map of chromosome X is 
also provided, showing that AA813123 maps to Xpll.4-ql2. If 
Unigene has not mapped the EST, then the nucleic acid for 
the gene of interest is used as a query against databases, 
such as dbsts and htgs (described at 

15 http : //www. ncbi . nlm.nih . gov/BLAST/blast_databases . html) 
containing sequences that have been mapped already. The 
nucleic acid sequence is searched using BLAST-2 at NCBI 
( http : / / www . ncbi . nlm . nih . gov/cgi-bin/BLAST/nph-newblast ) and 
is used to query either dbsts or htgs. In addition to the 

20 Whitehead and GDB sites mentioned above, Stanford University 
maintains a useful site for chromosomal mapping from STS 
data 

(http: //www-shgc. stanford.edu/RH/rhserverformnew. html) . 
Matches in htgs are often resolved immediately because the 

25 genomic region hit is annotated in the htgs entry. If an 

exact match is found (defined roughly as 99% identity over a 
region of abdut 100 base pairs or longer, excluding any 
repetitive sequence) , then the mapped position of the entry 
in the database is assigned to the original phosphatase 

30 query. Once a cytogenetic region has been identified by one 

94 



BNSDOCID: <WO„ .0112919A2 J > 



WO 01/12819 



PCTAJS00/22158 



of these approaches, disease association is established by 
searching OMIM with the cytogenetic location, OMIM 
maintains a searchable catalog of cytogenetic map locations 
organized by disease. A thorough search of available 
5 literature for the cytogenetic region is also made using 
Medline 

(http : / /www. ncbi .nlm.nih . gov/PubMed/medline . html ) . 
References for association of the mapped sites with 
chromosomal abnormalities found in human cancer can be found 
10 in: Knuutila, et al., Am J Pathol, 1998, 152:1107-1123. 

ResyJts of Chromosomal WSappSog 

Seq ID#25 SGP033 maps to 2q33-q37.2 

This region has been associated with type I diabetes 
susceptibility. (Marron, et al. Diabetes. 2000 Mar; 
15 49 (3) :492-9) . 

Seq IDS17 LOC51207 (AA435513) maps to 10q21.3 

Allelic loss on chromosome lOq has been associated with 
human lung cancer tumor progression and metastatic phenotype 

20 (Petersen, et al., Br J Cancer. 1998;77 (2) : 270-6) and with 
prostate tumor growth (Lacombe, et al., Int J Cancer 1996 
Apr 22; 69 (2) : 110-3) . In addition, Two tumor suppressive 
loci on chromosome 10 have been shown to be involved in 
human glioblastomas.! Genes Chromosomes Cancer 1995 

25 Apr;12 (4) :255-61) . 

Seq ID#29 MKP5 has been mapped to lq32 . 1 

This region may be involved in renal collecting duct 
carcinoma (Steiner G, et al. Cancer Res. 1996 Nov 
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1; 56 (21) : 5044-6) . This region has also been implicated in 
microcephaly and Van der Woude syndrome. (Kenwrick, et al, 
S, Hum Mol Genet. 1993 Sep;2 (9) : 1461-2) . 

5 SeqJLV_23 YVH1 (AA923158) maps to Iq21.2-q21.3 

Chromosomal aberrations of lq21 have been linked to CNS 
disorders and cancer. Fananas et al. described a 
chromosomal fragile site at lq21 in schizophrenic patients. 
(Am J Psychiatry (1997) 154:7-16). Zimonjic DB, et al., 

10 described novel recurrent genetic imbalances in human 
hepatocellular carcinoma cell lines, identified by 
comparative genomic hybridization, mapping to this region 
(Hepatology (1999) 4:1208-14) Both loss and gain of 
distinct regions of chromosome lq have been noted in primary 

15 breast cancer. (Bieche, et al., Clin Cancer Res. (1995) 
1:123-7) . 

Saq ID#19 AA813123 maps to Xpll.4-ql2 

Translocations involving Xpll have been associated with 
20 various human cancers. For example, most synovial sarcomas 
are characterized by a specific chromosomal translocation 
between Xpll and 18qll.2. (Willeke, et al., Eur J Cancer 
1998;34 (13) :2087-93) . Perot et al. reported (Cancer Genet 
Cytogenet (1999)110:54-6) two cases of papillary renal cell 
25 carcinoma (RCC) with a translocation between Xpll and lq21 
in two female patients aged 9 and 29 years. 

Seq ID#21 AA915932 maps to 22ql2.1-qter 

Frequent allelic deletions of 22q have been associated with 
30 human pancreatic endocrine tumors (Chung et al . , Cancer Res 
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(1998) 58:3706-11, suggesting that the region contains one 
or more tumor suppressor loci. 

Seq ID#31 NP_06O746 maps to Ilql2-ql3.2 

5 This region has been implicated in adrenocortical carcinoma 
characterized by a high frequency of chromosomal gains and 
high-level amplifications. (Dohna M, et al., Genes 
Chromosomes Cancer. 2000 Jun 28 (2) : 145-52) . 

10 Soq XD#37 MTMR7 (AA663875) maps to 8p22 

This region has been suggested to harbor a tumor suppressor 
gene involved in colon cancer (Lerebours, et al., Genes 
Chromosomes Cancer. (1999) 2:147-53). A genomic clone, 
AB020861, containing the gene encoding AA663875 was 

15 identified. AB0208 61 represents a human genomic DNA of 
8p21.3-p22, and is annotated (Nakamura,Y. and Isomura,M., 
(in press) http: //www . ncbi . nlm. nih . gov/htbin- 

post/Entrez /query ?uid=4 0 0338 l&f orm=6&db=n&Dopt=q ) as 
containing an anti-oncogene of hepatocellular, colorectal, 

20 and non-small cell lung cancer. 

EXAMPLE 3. Expression analysis of Novel Mammalian Protein 
Phosphatases 

25 GENE EXPRESSION ANALYSIS 
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Tissue Arrays 

"cDNA libraries" derived from a variety of sources were 
immobilized onto nylon membranes and probed with 32P-labeled 
cDNA fragments derived from the gene(s) of interest. The 
5 sources of RNA are listed in Figure 3. They are: 1) 
Biochain Institute (Hayward, CA ; 

http : / /www . biochain , com/main 3 . html ) ; 2) Clontech (Palo 
Alto, CA, http : / /www . clontech . com/ ) ; 3) mammalian cell lines 
used by the National Cancer Institute (NCI) Developmental 
10 Therapeutics Program ( http: //dtp.nci -nih.gov/; can be 

orderred from ATCC: http : //www . a tec . orq/cataloqs . html) ; 4) 
PathAssociates 

( http : //www. saic . com/company/subsidiaries/pai . html; San 
Diego, California) . The protocols for preparing cDNA arrays 
15 are detailed below. 

Preparation of total RNA from tissue and cultured cells. 

Stratagene RNA Isolation Kit (Stratagene #200345) 

20 Homogenize l.Og tissue in 10 ml solution D or resuspend 
tissue culture cell pellet from 10 100 mm dish (a) in 10ml 
solution D. Lyse cells by pipetting up and down. 
Add 1/10 volume 2 M sodium acetate (pH 4.0. Mix by 
inversion . 

25 Add an equal volume phenol (pH 5.3-5.7) and mix by 
inversion. 

Add 1/5 volume chlorof orm-isoamyl alcohol and shake 

vigorously for 10 seconds. 

Incubate the tube on ice for 15 minutes. 
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Spin the tube at 10,000 x g for 20 minutes at 4°C. Transfer 
the upper aqueous phase to a fresh tube. Discard the lower 
phenol phase - 

Add an equal volume of isopropanol to the aqueous phase and 
5 mix by inversion. 

Incubate the tube for >1 hour at -20°C to precipitate the 
RNA. 

Spin at 10,000 x g for 20 minutes at 4°C. After 

centrifugation, the pellet at the bottom of the tube 
10 contains the RNA. 

Remove and discard the supernatant. 

Dissolve the pellet in 3.0 ml of solution D. 

Add 3.0 ml isopropanol and mix by inversion. 

Incubate for 1 hour at -20°C. 
15 Spin at 10,000 x g for 10 minutes at 4°C. 

Remove and discard the supernatant. 

Wash the pellet with 75% (v/v) ethanol ] DEPC-treated water 
(25%)]. 

Dry the pellet under vacuum for 2-5 minutes. Do not over 
20 dry . 

Resuspend the RNA in desired volume DEPC-treated water. 
Store at -80 C. 

Depending on the amount of tissue or cells available, the 
protocol can be scaled up or down accordingly 

25 

Preparation of polyA + xnHNA from total human RNA. 

Reagents and Equipment 

Oligotex mRNA Midi Kit (Qiagen) . 
Glycogen 2mg/mL in DEPC treated H 2 0 

99 



BNSDOCID: <WO , _.01 12B19A2 I > 



WO 01/12819 PCT/US00/22158 



1. Thaw total RNA stored at -80 °C- 

2. Mix 150 pL RNA (-0.3-1 mg) , 150 pL 2X binding buffer, and 
55 pL Qiagen Oligotex-dT resin. 

5 3. Heat 3 minutes at 65°C to denature the RNA. 

4. Cool to room temperature 10 minutes to allow annealing of 
mRNA to resin. 

5. Pellet the resin containing bound mRNA by spinning for 2 
minutes in a microfuge. 

10 6. Resuspend the resin in 600 pL of wash buffer by vortexing 
vigorously. 

7. Pellet the resin by. spinning for 2 minutes in a 
microfuge. (a) 

8. Resuspend the resin in 600 pL of wash buffer. 
15 9. Transfer to a Qiagen spin column. 

10. Spin out the wash buffer by centrif ugation for 30 
seconds in a microfuge. 

11. Resuspend the resin in 33 pL of 80°C elution buffer. tb) 

12. Spin for 30 seconds and transfer the eluant containing 
20 the mRNA to a new tube. 

13. Elute the remaining mRNA from the Oligotex resin in the 
spin column with two additional 33 pL volumes of 80°C 
elution buffer. 

14. Combine the three 33 pL mRNA. 

25 15. Add 1 pL Glycogen , 10 pL of 2.5 M sodium acetate and 
220 pL of 100% ethanol and place the tube at -80°C 
ovenight . 

16. Pellet the mRNA by centrif ugation for 30 minutes at 
4°C. 

30 17. Dry the mRNA pellet in a Speedvac. 
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18 
19 



^suspend the peUet in U pL of lx TE 
Use 1.0 uL for quantitation."" 
20. Dilute to 0.1 uj/uL. 

21- Vield should be 20 _ 25 pg mRNft from i o ^ ^ totai ^ 



(a) 



Carry out the f irst wash in an eppendorf tube 
batch wash") to . remove parfcicies ^ debris that <- g . by 

the spin column (optional) . 

(b 80-c'V th ; ft ePPend ° rf tUbe «»tai„i„ g the spin column to 
SO C for 30 seconds to assist in mRNA elution. Failure to 
do so will decrease mRNA yield- 

(C \JT t i0nS diSthyl P^.rbon.t. 

(DEPC) to inactivate ribonucleases . 

«> 0- 1.0 UL of RNA in 0.1 mL S yber Green II ((Molecular 
Probes #3-7585) solution to determine concentration, 
fluorescence is compared with the fluorescence of RNA 
standards to determine the concentration. 



The 
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Preparation of ssDNA from mRNA or total RNA. 

Reagents and Equipment 

Total RNA or mRNA 
5 Primer CDS 57-mer (contains oligo dT 30-mer) : 

AAGC AGTGGTAACAACGCAGAGTACT 30 VN ( V=A , G , C N=A , G , C , T ) 
Primer ML2G 30-mer: 
AAGTGGCAACAGAGATAACGCGTACGCGGG 

100 mM dATP, dCTP, dGTP, dTTP (Pharmacia #27-2050, - 
10 2060, -2070,-2080) 

Superscript II RNAse H" Reverse Transcriptase (Gibco 
BRL #18064-014) 

1. In a 250 pL PCR tube, mix 4.0 pL of total mRNA (a> (100 
15 ng/pL) (b> , 1.0 pL of oligo-dT containing primer CDS (10 

pm/pL) . 

2. Denature mRNA 2 minutes at 72°C and immediately place on 
ice for 2 minutes. 

3. Spin briefly in a microcentrifuge at room temperature. 
20 4 . Add at room temperature; 2 pL 5X First strand buffer 

(provided by BRL with the enzyme), IpL DTT (20 mM) , lpL 
SOX dNTP mix (10 mM each ) and 1 pL Superscript II 
reverse transcriptase (200 U/pL) for a total reaction 
volume of 10 pL. 
25 5. Mix by moving the pipette tip around gently. 

6. Incubate the reaction at room temperature for 5 minutes. 

7 . Reverse transcribe the polyadenylated RNA for 1 hour at 
42°C in an air incubator. 
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8. Add 1 \xL of the ML2G oligo and mix with the pipette tip. 

9. Incubate at room temperature for 5 minutes. 

10. Incubate an additional 15 minutes at 42°C. 

11. Terminate the reaction by adding 90 |_lL of 10 mM Tris pH 
5 8.0 and freezing at -20°C for one hour or until needed 

for making double stranded cDNA. 
a. Total mRNA purified from total RNA using Oligotex-dT 

(Qiagen) . As little as 10 ng of polyA + selected mRNA has 
been successfully used to make good quality ds DNA. 

10 b. The same protocol is followed to make ssDNA from total 
RNA. To make ssDNA from total RNA it is preferable to 
use 1 ^tg of total RNA, although good results can be 
obtained using total RNA amounts between 50 and 200 ng. 
c. If more than 200 ng of mRNA was used, add 440 of Tris 

15 buffer. 



Total RNA or mRNA was used as template in a reverse 
transcription reaction to generate single-stranded cDNAs (ss 
cDNA) that were tagged with specific sequences at each end. 

20 An oligo dT primer containing a specific sequence (CDS: 

AAGCAGTGGTAACAACGCAGAGTACT 30 VN (V=A,G,C N=A,G,C,T)) anneals 
at the polyA track at the 3' end of the mRNA and the reverse 
transcriptase {MMLV RnaseH") transcribes the antisense 
strand until it reaches the end of the RNA strand when it 

25 adds additional C residues. If a primer (SMII: 
AAGCAGTGGTAACAACGCAGAGTACGCGGG or ML2G: 

AAGTGGCAACAGAGATAACGCGTACGCGGG) ending with 3 Gs is added, 
it anneals to the added Cs and the MMLV recognizes the rest 
of the primer sequence as template and continues 
30 transcription. As a result, the synthesized cDNAs contain 
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specific sequence tags at both the 5' and the 3' end. When 
the 5' and the 3' ends are tagged with the same sequence 
(CDS and SMII) it is referred to as "symmetric" . When the 
5' end is tagged with a different sequence than the 3' end 
5 (CDS and ML2G) is referred to as "asymmetric". A double- 
stranded w cDNA library u is then generated by PCR 
amplification using the 3' PCR and ML2 primers (3' PCR: 
AAGCAGTGGTAACAACGCAGAGT and ML2 : AAGTGGCAACAGAGATAACGCGT) 
that anneal to the added sequence tags. 

0 

Linear amplification of ds cDNA from cell lines and frozen 
tissues 



Reagents and Equipment 

15 Single stranded cDNA 

Primer PCR 23-mer: AAGCAGTGGTAACAACGCAGAGT 
Primer ML2 23-mer AAGTGGCAACAGAGATAACGCGT 
100 mM dATP, dCTP, dGTP, dTTP (Pharmacia #27-2050, - 
2060, -2070,-2080) 

20 Advantage 2 DNA polymerase (Clontech #8430-2) 

Real time PCR (Roche, LightCycler or BioRad, i Cycler ) 
Syber Green I (Molecular Probes #S-7585) 



25 1 Single or double stranded cDNAs ta) are linearly amplified 
by PCR in the presence of fluorescent nucleotides to 
obtain double stranded cDNA probes. The optimal cycles 
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needed during amplification should have been 
predetermined for each sample. 

2. Single stranded cDNA is linearly amplified by PCR to 
obtain double stranded cDNA. The linearity of the 

5 amplification is monitored by fluorescence in a real time 

PCR machine. 

3. Per 50.0 |iL reaction add: 1.0 liL ss cDNA template, 5.0 (iL 
10X Advantage 2 PCR Buffer, 1 . 0 (xL primer PCR (10 pm/jiL) , 
1.0 ^iL primer ML2 (lOpm/mL) , 1.0 (iL dNTP (10 mM each), 

10 1.0 jiL Syber Green I (1:1,000 dilution of stock) ta) , 1.0 

p,L Advantage 2 Polymerase Mix and 3 9.0 \xL H 2 0. Mix 
thoroughly and place onto real time PCR machine. 

4. Amplify according to the following regimen: 95°C for 1 
min, then 35 cycles, 95°C for 5 sec, 65°C for 5 sec, 68°C 

15 for 6 min 

5. For each sample determine the optimal number of cycles {b) . 

6. Repeat step 2 using 5.0 \iL of template, omitting the 
Syber Green dye and adjusting the H 2 6 to 35 jxL. Amplify 
for 2 cycles less than the determined number from step 4 . 

20 (a) Syber Green is light sensitive. 

(b) The linear up slope of the fluorescence is the linear 
range of amplification. The optimal cycle number is the 
highest number within the linear portion of the curve. 
It is better to determine this number rather 

25 conservatively. 

(c) This step generates almost unlimited .amounts of cDNA 
that can be used in generating fluorescent probes which 
in some cases might be desirable. If starting material 
is not in limited quantities, this step can be omitted 

105 



BNSDOCID:<WO 0112819A2 I > 



WO 01/12819 



PCT/US00/22158 



and proceed in generating fluorescent probes directly 
from ss cDNA. 

Arraying and Probing 

5 The amplified "cDNA libraries" were manually arrayed onto 
nylon membranes with a 38 4 pin replicator. Protocols for 
probe generation and hybridizing conditions can be found in 
Molecular Cloning : A Laboratory Manual (3 Volume Set), by 
T. Maniatis, and in manufacures protocols. Briefly, the DNA 

10 was denatured by alkali treatment, neutralized and cross- 
linked by UV light. The arrays were pre-hybridized with 
Express Hyb (Clontech) and hybridized with 32 P labeled 
probes generated by random hexamer priming of cDNA fragments 
(Stratagene Primelt Kit; Strtagene Corp); corresponding to 

15 the genes of interest. After washing, the blots were 

exposed to phosphorimaging cassettes and the intensity of 
the signal was quantified. The intensity of the spots was 
quantified using AIS software, Version 4.0, Rev 1.1, used in 
the 'DEFAULT" mode. (Imaging Research, Inc, St Catherines, 

20 Ontario, CA) . The amount of the DNA on the arrays was also 
quantified by treating non-denatured or denatured arrays 
with Syber Green I or Syber Green II (Molecular Probes, 
http://www.probes.com/), respectively (1:100,000 in 50 mM 
Tris, pH8.0) for 2 minutes. After washing with 50mM Tris, 

25 pH8.0, the fluorescent emission was detected with a 

phosphorimager (Molecular Dynamics, http://www.mdyn.com/) 
and quantified using AIS software. The amount of the 
arrayed DNA was used to normalize the hybridization signal 
and the corrected values are tabulated in Figure 3. 
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Results 

The results of the microarray expression analysis of 
the protein phosphatases presented in this application is 
shown in Figure 3. Data presentation from left to right is 
5 as follows: "sample", the name of .the sample; "source", 

where the sample was obtained; "tag", sym or asym depending 
on whether symmetric or asymmetric probe was used (see below 
for definitions of symmetic vs asymmetric) ; "type", lists 
tissue type (abbreviations: heme- henotopoietic; pro - 

10 prostate; OV - ovarian; end - endocrine; mel - melanoma; 
neuro - neurological; leu - leukenia; col - colon, MG - 
mammary gland; "comments", comments on tissue source; "Tumor 
sym", indicates that the tissue is derived from a tumor, 
"sym" refers to the fact that the 5' and 3' primers used to 

15 make the sample are the same; "Normal Sym", indicates normal 
tissue was used to make the sample, with symmetric primers 
as described above; "Tumor 1°", indicates that primary tumor 
tissue was used to make the cDNA; "Tumor cells", indicates 
that these cDNA samples were made from cultured tumor cells; 

20 "Normal", indicates that these samples are derived from 
normal tissue or cell lines; "p53" refers to the status, 
mutant or wild-type, of the p53 gene in the source samples. 
Normalized expression values are presented for each gene 
referred to by its SEQ_ID# on the subsequent columns.' Genes 

25 represented in Figure 3 are: Actin, SEQ_ID_11_ AA374753, 

SEQ_ID_21_AA915932, SEQ_ID_27_AI031656, SEQ_ID_31_NP_0607 4 6 
(G77-8-14), SEQ_ID_33_NP_060232 (AA232384), SEQ_ID_37_MTMR7 
(AA663875), and SEQ_ID_39_AA4 93915 , 

By way of example, cDNAs made from RNA samples of a 

30 variety of tissue sources> were spotted onto nylon membranes 
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and hybridized with radio-labeled probes derived from the 
phosphatase genes of interest. Referring to Figure 3, 
phosphatase gene sequences used include: SEQ_ID_11 AA374753, 
SEQ_ID_21_AA915932, SEQ_ID_27_AI031656, SEQ_ID_31_NP_0607 4 6 
5 G77-8-14, SEQ_ID_33_NP_060232 AA232384, SEQ_ID_37_MTMR7 , 
and AA663875, SEQ_ID_39_AA4 93915 . As discussed herein, 
samples from normal tissues, tumor tissues, various cell 
lines, and P53 wild type and mutant were used to make the 
expression array. The relative gene expression levels of 

10 the tested phosphatase genes in various tissue sources were 
quantitated by measuring Syber Green I staining of 
hybridized signals. The numerical readings recorded in the 
figure were normalized to the hybridization result from ds 
cDNA or undenatured probes, after subtracting the background 

15 counts . 

Together with the information of corresponding nucleic 
acid and amino acid sequences provided herein, the relevant 
expression levels in Figure 3 constitutes expression 
profiles of the phosphatase genes of interest in various 

20 tissue sources. Such expression profile data guides 

application of the treatment regime according to the present 
invention. For example, referring to the entry "primary 
renal cell adenocarcinoma (NCI 786-0)" in Figure 3, the 
levels of expression of SEQ_ID_11_AA374753 , 

25 SEQ_ID_21_AA915932, SEQ_ID_27_AI031656, SEQ_ID_33_NP_0 60232. 
AA232384 and SEQ_ID_39_AA493915 are- zero. The level of 
expression of SEQ_ID_31_NP_060746 G77-8-14 (203) is 
marginal. However, the level of expression of 
SEQ_ID_37_MTMR7 AA663875 is significantly higher (2107). 

30 Such horizontal comparison reveals that the phosphatase gene 
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Again, Figure 2 reveals that SEQ_ID_37_MTMR7 AA663875 
encodes homo sapiens myobubularin related protein 7, a MTM- 
like phosphotase. A method of diagnosing the cancer 
condition connected to neuroblastoma according to the 
5 present invention is, therefore, to contact a test sample, 
which may be collected from a patient, with a nucleotide 
probe which is capable of hybridizing to the nucleic acid 
sequence which encodes homo sapiens myobubularin related 
protein 7; and then to detect the presence of the hybridized 

10 probe: target pairs and to quantify the level of such 
hybridization as an indication of the cancer condition 
connected to neuroblastoma. The expression analysis 
according to the preferred embodiment of this invention thus 
confers specificity and effectiveness to the diagnostic 

15 method disclosed. 

The presently representative of preferred embodiments 
are exemplary and are not intended as limitations on the 
scope of the invention. Changes therein and other uses will 
occur to those skilled in the art which are encompassed 

20 within the spirit of the invention are defined by the scope 
of the claims . 

It will be readily apparent to one skilled in the art 
that varying substitutions and modifications may be made to 
the invention disclosed herein without departing from the 

25 scope and spirit of the invention. 

All patents and publications mentioned in the 
specification are indicative of the levels of those skilled 
in the art to which the invention pertains. All such 
documents mentioned herein, as well other various citations, 
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are incorporated by reference, even when not explicitly 
mentioned on the face of the document. 

The invention illustratively described herein suitably 
may be practiced in the absence of any element or elements, 

5 limitation or limitations which is not specifically 

disclosed herein. Thus, for example, in each instance 
herein any of the terms "comprising", "consisting 
essentially of" and "consisting of" may be replaced with 
either of the other two terms. The terms and expressions 

10 which have been employed are used as terms of description 

and not of limitation, and there is no intention that in the 
use of such terms and expressions of excluding any 
equivalents of the features shown and described or portions 
thereof, but it is recognized that various modifications are 

15 possible within the scope of the invention claimed. 

In particular, although some formulations described 
herein have been identified by the excipients added to the 
formulations, the invention is meant to also cover the final 
formulation formed by the combination of these excipients. 

20 Specifically, the invention includes formulations in which 
one to all of the added excipients undergo a reaction during 
formulation and are no longer present in the final 
formulation, or are present in modified forms. 

In addition, where features or aspects of the invention 

25 are described in terms of Markush groups, those skilled in 
the art wxll recognize that the invention is also thereby 
described in terms of any individual member or subgroup of 
members of the Markush group. For example, if X is 
described as selected from the group consisting of bromine, 
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chlorine, and iodine, claims for X being bromine and claims 
for X being bromine and chlorine are fully described. 

Other embodiments are within the following claims. 
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CIAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1. An isolated, enriched or purified nucleic acid 

5 molecule encoding a polypeptide, wherein said nucleic acid 
molecule comprises a nucleotide sequence that 

(a) encodes a polypeptide having the amino acid 
sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 2, SEQ ID NO: 4, SEQ ID NO: 
6, SEQ ID NO: 8, SEQ ID NO: 10, SEQ ID NO: 12, SEQ ID NO: 

10 14, SEQ ID NO: 16, SEQ ID NO: 18, SEQ ID NO: 20, SEQ ID NO: 
22, SEQ ID NO: 24, SEQ ID NO: 26, SEQ ID NO: 28, SEQ ID NO: 
30, SEQ ID NO: 32, SEQ ID NO:34, SEQ ID NO:42, SEQ ID NO: 38 
or SEQ ID NO: 40; 

(b) is the complement of the nucleotide sequence of 

15 (a); 

(c) hybridizes under highly stringent conditions to the 
molecule of (b) and encodes a naturally occurring 
polypeptide; 

(d) encodes a polypeptide having the full length amino 
20 acid sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 2, SEQ ID NO: 4, SEQ 

ID NO: 6, SEQ ID NO: 10, SEQ ID NO: 12, SEQ ID NO: 14, SEQ 
ID NO: 16, SEQ ID NO: 18, SEQ ID NO: 20, SEQ ID NO: 22, SEQ 
ID NO: 26, SEQ ID NO: 28, SEQ ID NO: 30, SEQ ID NO: 32, SEQ 
ID NO:34, SEQ ID NO:38, SEQ ID NO:40 or SEQ ID NO:42, except 
25 that it lacks one or more, but not all, of the amino acid 
numbers as set forth by the respective domain delimitations 
in any of the Figures; 

(e) is the complement of the nucleotide sequence of 

(d); 
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(f) encodes a polypeptide having the amino acid 
sequence set forth in at least one of the respective sets of 
numbered amino acid residues set forth in any Figure; 

(g) is the complement of the nucleotide sequence of 

5 (f); 

(h) encodes a polypeptide having the full length amino 
acid sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 2, SEQ ID NO: 4, SEQ 
ID NO: 6, SEQ ID NO: 10, SEQ ID NO: 12, SEQ ID NO: 14, SEQ 
ID NO: 16, SEQ ID NO: 18, SEQ ID NO: 20, SEQ ID NO: 22, SEQ 

10 ID NO: 26, SEQ ID NO: 28, SEQ ID NO: 30, SEQ ID NO: 32, SEQ 
ID NO:34, SEQ ID NO:38, SEQ ID NO:40 or SEQ ID NO:42, except 
that it lacks one or more, but not all, of the domains 
selected from the group consisting of an N-terminal domain, 
a phosphatase domain and a C-terminal domain; 

15 (i) is the complement of the nucleotide sequence of 

(h) ; 

(j) has the nucleotide sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 

1, SEQ ID NO: 3, SEQ ID NO: 5, SEQ ID NO: 7, SEQ ID NO: 9, 
SEQ ID NO: 11, SEQ ID NO: 13, SEQ ID NO: 15, SEQ ID NO: 17, 

20 SEQ ID NO: 19, SEQ ID NO: 21, SEQ ID NO: 23, SEQ ID NO: 25, 
SEQ ID NO: 27, SEQ ID NO: 29, SEQ ID NO: 31, SEQ ID NO: 33, 
SEQ ID NO:41, SEQ ID NO: 37 or SEQ ID NO: 39; or 

(k) is the complement of the nucleotide sequence set 
forth in ( j ) . 

25 

2. The nucleic acid according to Claim 1, further 
comprising a vector or promoter effective to initiate 
transcription in a host cell. 
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3. The nucleic acid molecule according to Claim 1/ 

wherein said nucleic acid molecule is isolated, enriched or 
purified from a mammal. 

5 4. The nucleic acid molecule according to Claim 3, 

wherein said mammal is a human. 

5. A recombinant cell comprising a nucleic acid 
molecule, wherein said nucleic acid molecule encodes a 

10 polypeptide having the amino acid sequence set forth in at 
least one of the respective sets of numbered amino acid 
residues set forth in any Figure. 

6. An isolated, enriched or purified polypeptide, 

15 wherein said polyeptide comprises an amino acid sequence 
having 

(a) the amino acid sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 2, 
SEQ ID NO: 4, SEQ ID NO: 6, SEQ ID NO: 8, SEQ ID NO: 10, SEQ 
ID NO: 12, SEQ ID NO: 14, SEQ ID NO: 16, SEQ ID NO: 18, SEQ 

20 ID NO: 20, SEQ ID NO: 22, SEQ ID NO: 24, SEQ ID NO: 26, SEQ 
ID NO: 28, SEQ ID NO: 30, SEQ ID NO: 32, SEQ ID NO:34, SEQ 
ID NO: 42, SEQ ID NO: 38 or SEQ ID NO: 40; 

(b) the amino acid sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 2, 
SEQ ID NO: 4, SEQ ID NO: 6, SEQ ID NO: 10, SEQ ID NO: 12, 

25 SEQ ID NO: 14, SEQ ID NO: 16, SEQ ID NO: 18, SEQ ID NO: 20, 
SEQ ID NO: 22, SEQ ID NO: 26, SEQ ID NO: 28, SEQ ID NO: 30, 
SEQ ID NO: 32, SEQ ID NO:34, SEQ ID NO:38, SEQ ID NO:40 or 
SEQ ID NO: 42, except that it lacks one or more, but not all, 
of except that it lacks one or more, but not all, of the 
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amino acid numbers as set forth by the respective domain 
delimitations in any of the Figures 

(c) the amino acid sequence set forth in at least one 
of the amino acid sequence set forth in at least one of the 
5 respective sets of numbered amino acid residues set forth in 
any Figure; or 

(d) the amino acid sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 2, SEQ 
ID NO: 4, SEQ ID NO: 6, SEQ ID NO: 10, SEQ ID NO: 12, SEQ 
ID NO: 14, SEQ ID NO: 16, SEQ ID NO: 18, SEQ ID NO: 20, 
10 SEQ ID NO: 22, SEQ ID NO: 26, SEQ ID NO: 28, SEQ ID NO: 

30, SEQ ID NO: 32 or SEQ ID NO:34, SEQ ID NO:38, SEQ ID 
NO:40 or SEQ ID NO:42, except that it lacks at least one, 
but not all, of the following domains: an N-terminal 
domain, a C- terminal domain or a phosphatase domain - 

15 

7. The polypeptide according to Claim 6, wherein said 
polypeptide is isolated, purified or enriched from a mammal. 

8. The polypeptide according to Claim 7, wherein said 
20 mammal is a human, 

9. An antibody or antibody fragment having specific 
binding affinity to a polypeptide or a fragment 
thereof, wherein said polypeptide or fragment 

25 thereof has the amino acid sequence set forth in at 

least one of the respective sets of numbered amino 
acid residues set forth in any Figure. 

10. A hybridoma which produces an antibody or antibody 
30 fragment according to Claim 9. 
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11. A method for identifying a substance that modulates 
the activity of a polypeptide, said method comprising the 
steps of 

5 (a) contacting at least one polypeptide having the 

amino acid sequence set forth in at least one of the 
respective sets of numbered amino acid residues set forth in 
any Figure with a test substance; 

(b) measuring an activity of the phosphatase; and 

10 (c) determining whether the test substance modulates 

the activity of the phosphatase. 

12. A method for identifying a substance that modulates 
phosphatase activity in a cell comprising the steps of 

15 (a) expressing at least one phosphatase having the 

amino acid sequence set forth in at least one of the 
respective sets of numbered amino acid residues set forth in 
any Figure in a cell; 

(b) adding a test substance to the cell; and 

20 (c) monitoring 

(i) a change in cell phenotype or 

(ii) the interaction between the phosphatase and a 
natural binding partner. 

25 13. A method for treating a disease or disorder 

comprising the step of administering to a patient in need of 
such a treatment a substance that modulates an activity of a 
phosphatase having the amino acid sequence set forth in at 
least one of the respective sets of numbered amino acid 

30 residues set forth in any Figure. 
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14. The method according to Claim 13, wherein said 

disease or disorder is selected from the group consisting of 
cancer, pathophysiological hypoxia, cardiac dysfunction 
5 and/or vascular disorders, myopathies, congenital muscle 
disorders, Papillon-Lef evre syndrome, Cowden disease, 
ectordermal dysplasia, Moebius syndrome, Bjornstad syndrome, 
Bannayan Zonana syndrome, schizophrenia and hamartomas. 

10 15. The method according to Claim 14, wherein said 

cancer is selected from the group consisting of breast 
cancer, urogenital cancer, prostate cancer, head and neck 
cancer, lung cancer, synovial sarcomas, renal cell 
carcinoma, non-small cell lung cancer, hepatocellular 

15 carcinoma, pancreatic endocrine tumors, stomach cancer, 
gliobastoma, colorectal cancer and thyroid cancer. 

16. The method according to Claim 15, wherein said 
substance modulates the activity of the phosphatase in 

20 vitro. 

17. The method according to Claim 16, wherein said 
substance modulates the activity of the phosphatase by 
stimulating phosphatase activity. 

25 

18. A method for detection of a phosphatase in a sample 
as a diagnostic tool for a disease or disorder, wherein said 
method comprises the steps of 

(a) contacting said sample with a nucleic acid probe 
30 which hybridizes under hybridization assay conditions to a 

118 



BNSDOCID: <WO 0112B19A2..I > 



WO 01/12819 PCT/USOO/22158 



nucleic acid which encodes a phosphatase having the amino 
acid sequence set forth in at least one of the respective 
sets of numbered, amino acid residues set forth in any 
Figure; 

5 (b) detecting the presence or amount of a probe: target 

region as an indication of the disease. 

19. The method according to Claim 18, wherein said 
disease or disorder is selected from the group consisting of 

10 cancer, pathophysiological hypoxia, cardiac dysfunction 
and/or vascular disorders, myopathies, congenital muscle 
disorders, Papillon-Lef evre syndrome, Cowden disease, 
ectordermal dysplasia, Moebius syndrome, Bjornstad syndrome, 
Bannayan Zonana syndrome, schizophrenia and hamartomas, 

15 

20. The method according to Claim 19, wherein said 
cancer is selected from the group consisting of breast 
cancer, urogenital cancer, prostate cancer, head and neck 
cancer, lung cancer, synovial sarcomas, renal cell 

20 carcinoma, non-small cell lung cancer, hepatocellular 
carcinoma, pancreatic endocrine tumors, stomach cancer, 
gliobastoma, colorectal cancer and thyroid cancer. 

21. A method for detection of a phosphatase in a sample 
25 as a diagnostic tool for a disease or disorder, wherein said 

method comprises the steps of 

(a) comparing a -'^leic acid target region of a nucleic 
acid, said nucleic acid encoding said phosphatase, in a 
sample to a control region, wherein said phosphatase has the 
30 amino acid sequence set forth in at least one of the 
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respective sets of numbered amino acid residues set forth in 
any Figure; 

(b) detecting differences in sequence or amount 
between said target region and said control region as an 
5 indication of the disease or disorder. 

22. The method according to Claim 21, wherein said 
disease or disorder is selected from the group consisting of 
cancer, pathophysiological hypoxia, cardiac dysfunction 

10 and/or vascular disorders, myopathies, congenital muscle 
disorders, Papillon-Lef evre syndrome, Cowden disease, 
ectordermal dysplasia, Moebius syndrome, Bjornstad syndrome, 
Bannayan Zonana syndrome, schizophrenia and hamartomas. 

23. The method according to Claim 22, wherein said 
15 cancer is selected from the group consisting of breast 

cancer, urogenital cancer, prostate cancer, head and neck 
cancer, lung cancer, synovial sarcomas, renal cell 
carcinoma, non-small cell lung cancer, hepatocellular 
carcinoma, pancreatic endocrine tumors, stomach cancer, 
20 gliobastoma, colorectal cancer and thyroid cancer. 
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>SeqID_l_AA023073_m 




>SeqID_3_AA030322_m 
>SeqID_5_AA 1 03595_m 

agcaggaacaaggtgacacS 

AACCTGGGCTTT^GGSo^r^^^^ 
AGCTArTCAGATTTCTrAA?A^^ 

>SeqID_7_AA144705_m ^ 
CCACACTGACCCACATCAATG^^^ 
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ACATCAGAGATGCCCTCAATATTCCCCGAAGCCGAGTGCTGGTCCACTGCGCTATGGGGG 
TGAGTCGCTCTGCCACAATTGTCTTGGCCTTCCTCATGATCTTCGAGAACATGACACTGGT 
AGATGCCATCCAGACGGTGCAGGCCCACCGAGATATCTGTCCCAACTCAGGCTTCCTCCG 
ACAGCTCCAGGTTCTGGACAACAGGCTGAGGCGGGAAACAGGAAGACTCTGA 

>SeqID_9_AA274457 tn 

ATGCACTCCCTGAACCAAGAAATCAAAGCATTCTCCCGGGATAATCTCAGGAAGCAGTG 

ACCAGGGTGACCACGCTAACTGGAAAGAAACITATAGAAACCTGGGAAGATGCCACAGTT 

CATGTTGTGGAGACAGAGCCCAGCGGTGGGGGTGGTTGTGGCTATGTGCAGGACCTTACC 

TTGGACCTGCAAGTTGGCGTTATTAAGCCCTGGTTGCTrCTGGGGTCACAGGATGCT 

ATGACCTGG AGCT ACTGAGAAAGCATAAGGTGACTCATATTCTCAATGTTGCATATGGAG 

TTGAAAATGCTTTCCTCAGTGAGTTTACATATAAGACCATTTCTATACTGGATGTGCCT 

AACCAATATCCTGTCTTATTTTCCAGAATGTTTTGAGTTTATTGAGCAAGCAAAACT^ 

GATGGCGTGGTTCTCGTGCACTGTAATGCAGGTGTTTCCAGGGCTGCTGCAATTGTCATTG 

GCTTCCTCATGAGTTCTGAAGAAGCCACTTTCACCACTGCCCTGTCGTTGGTGAAAGAGGC 

GAGACCATCCATATGTCCGAATCCTGGCTTCATGGAACAACTCCGCACCTACCAAGTAGG 

CAAGGAGAGCAATGGAGGTGACAAAGTGCCCGCGGAGGACACGACCGGTGGTCTGTGAT 

CTGTACTGCAGCAGAGGCAAACGACTTCTGCATCAGACTCTGTCCTCTTGCCTGTGTTTTG 

GAAGGAAACTTGGAAAACTTCCCITITCTGTTGTCTm 

TTTGTCGCCCTGAATTAATACATTTTAAAGTTTTAC C1 i ' l 1 C 

>ScqID_l l_AA374753_h 

GGGCGGGCGGACGAGGAGGGACGCTGGGCCTGCCCGGTNGCGCACGGGGGCGGGGACCG 

GCAAGGCGGGACCATITCCCGGCATAGGCTCCGGTGCCCCTGCCCGGCTCCCGCCGGGAA 

GTTCTAGGCCGCCGCACAGAAAGCCCTGCCCTCCACGCCGGGTCTCTGGAGCGCCCTGGG 

TTGCCCGGCCGGTCCCTGCCGCTGACTTGTTGACACTGCGAGCACTCAGTCCCTCCCGCGC 

GCCTCCTCCCCGCCCGCCCCGCCGCTCCTCCTCCCTGTAACATGCCATAGTGCGCCTGCGA 

CCACACGGCCGGGGCGCTAGCGTTCGCCTTCAGCCACCATGGGGAATGGGATGAACAAGA 

TCCTGCCCGGCCTGTACATCGGCAACTTCAAAGATGCCAGAGACGCGGAACAATTGAGCA 

AGAACAAGGTGACACATATTCTGTCTGTCCACGATAGTGCCAGGCCTATGTTGGAGGGAG 

TTAAATACCTGTGCATCCCAGCAGCGGATTCACCATCTCAAAACCTGACAAGACATTTCAA 

AGAAAGTATTAAATTCATTCACGAGTGCCGGCTCCGCGGTGAGAGCTGCCTTGTACACTG 

CCTG GCCGGGGTCTCCAGGAGCGTGACACTGGTGATCGCATACATCATGACCGTCACTGA 

CTTTGGCTGGGAGGATGCCCTGCACACCGTGCGTGCTGGGAGATCCTGTGCCAACCCCAA 

CGTGGGCTTCCAGAGACAGCTCCAGGAGTTTGAGAAGCATGAGGTCCATCAGTATCGGCA 

GTGGCTGAAGGAAGAATATGGAGAGAGCCCTTTGCAGGATGCAGAAGAAGCCAAAAACA 

TTCTGGCCGCTCCGGGAATTCTGAAGTTCTGGGCCTTTCTCAGAAGACTGTAATGTACCT 

AAGTTTCTGAAATATTGCAAACCCACAGAGTTTAGGCTGGTGCTGCCAAAAAGAAAAGCA 

ACATAGAGTTTAAGTATCCAGTAGTGATTTGTAAACTTG 1 11 1 1 CATTTG AAGCTGAATAT 

ATACGTAGTCATGTTTATGTTGAGAACTAAGGATATTCTTTAGCAAGAGAAAATATTTTCC 

CCTTATCCCCACTGCTGTGGAGGTTTCTGTACCTCGCTTGGATGCCTGTAAGGATCCCGGG 

AGCCTTGCCGCACTGCCTTGTGGGTGGCTTGGCGCTCGTGATTGCnTCCTGTGAACGCCTC 

CCAAGGACGAGCCCAGTGTAGTTGTGTGGCGTGAACTCTGCCCGTGTGTTCTCAAATTCCC 

CAGCTTGGGAAATAGCCCTTGGTGTGGGTTTTATCTCTGGTTTGTGTTCTCCGTG 

TTGACCGAAAGCTCTATGTTTTCGTTAATAAAGGGCAACTTAGCCAAGTTT 

>SeqIDJ3_AA396428_m 

GAACCCCTGGTATTGAAAGGGGGACTCAGTAGTTTTAAACAGAACCATGGAAACCTCTGT 

GACAACTCCCTCCAGCTCCAAGAGTGCCGGGAGGTGGGGGGTGGTGCATCTGCGGCCTCG 

AGCATGCTACCTCAGTCTGTCCCCACCACCCCTGACATCGAGAACGCAGAGCTAACGCCC 

ATCCTGCCCTTCCTGTTCCTCGGCAATGAGCAGGATGCTCAGGACCTAGACACCATGCAGA 

GGCTCAACATCGGCTATGTCATCAACGTCACCACGCACCTTCCTCTGTACCATTATGAGAA 

AGGCCTCTTCAACTACAAGAGGCTGCCAGCCACAGACAGCAACAAACAGAACCTGCGGC 

AGTACTTTGAAGAGGCCTTCGAGTrCATCGAGGAAGCTCACCAGTGTGGGAAGGGCCTTC 

TCATCCACTGCCAGGCCGGCGTGTCCCGATCCGCCACCATCGTCATCGCCTACTTGATGAA 

GCACACACGGATGACCATGACTGACGCTTACAAATTCGTCAAAGGCAAACGACCAATTAT 

TTCCCCGAACCTCAACTTCATGGGGCAGTTGCTGGAATTTGAGGATGACCTAAACAACGG 

CGTGACGCCAAGAATCCTTACACCAAAGCTCATGGGCATGGAGACAGTTGTGTGACAACG 

GGCAGGACGGAAAGGGCTGTG CTCTC TCAGGAGACGAAAAGGAGGGAA GGTGGATTCTA 

GCTTGTCGCTCTTCTTTCCTTTCCTrTTCTTTTCT 
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GTTTTTTTAAGCCAACCCATAAAA^A^ATAA^CTT 
>Scqtt)_15_AA422661 m 



CGGCCAGGCTCGCTCCGAAGGCCGCGC^^ 

CAGTG 'nGCTGTAGTGA'roGCT]^A^^ 

TACGACATCCTCCGGACGGTCA^^ 

CTOAAACTGTATCAGGCA^TG^A^AcSrc^ 
TACCGmACAA^GGTOAC^G^GTA^^ 

>SeqIDJ7_LOC5I207Ji 
AGTACTATCGCATTGAGGCGGACnAV^^ 

tcttgctcgatacatccgaS 

GCCATGGGGGTAAGCCGCTCTrrr A o™^^ 

tcacgctggta^SSaS 

GCTTCCTCCGGC^GCTCCA^ 
GATCTCGCAGGCAGrcAGG^^^^ 

aacagcaggctx^gctg^ctS^ 



...xjwiuuuiUUIliAf (TrTTArPP^nv,« . AGG 

GAGAncrrTA TC CAAAAG TC AGTTCAGTC^ G S 



>SeqID_19AA8I3I23 h 

^taogtaacatoctSagtoSa]^^ 
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TGACATTTTOTTAGTAAAGAAAACCGGATGaTGCCTTGTTAAAGGGCAAGAAAAAAGGGA 
GGGGGTTGGAGTTTTGAACGTAGTAAGCCTTACCTTAATAGAATTAAATTCATG 

>SeqID2 l_AA915932_h 

AATTACTTAGCGGCGACTGAGCCTATCGAGCAGTTTTCCATGGACACAGCCTAGCAGAAA. 

GACGCAGCCTTCGTGCTTCGCTGACTGCTGACCACTGACCCACCGCCTTGATGACAGCACC 

CTCGTGTGCCTTCCCAGTTCAGTTCCGGCAGCCCTCAGTCAGCGGCCTCTCGCAGATAACC 

AAAAGCCTGTATATCAGCAATGGTGTGGCCGCCAACAACAAGCTCATGCTGTCTAGCAAC 

CAGATCACCATGGTCATCAATGTCTCAGTGGAGGTAGTGAACACCTTGTATGAGGATATC 

CAGTACATGCAGGTACCTGTGGCTGACTCCCCTAACTCACGTCTCTGTGAOT 

CTATTGCTGACCATATCCACAGCGTGGAGATGAAGCAGGGCCGTACTTTGCTGCACTGTGC 

TGCTGGTGTGAGCCGCTCAGCTGCCCTGTGCCTCGCCTACCTCATGAAGTACCACGCCATG 

TCCCTGCTGGACGCCCACACGTGGACCAAGTCATGCCGGCCCATCATCCGACCCAACAGC 

GGCTTITGGGAGCAGCTCATCCACTATGAGTrCCAATTGTTTGGCAAGAACACT 

TGGTCAGTTCCCCAGTGGGAATGATCCCTGACATCTATGAGAAGGAAGTCCGTTTGATGAT 

TCCACTGTGAGCCATCCCACGAGCCCCTGCATTGGAGTCAGAGGTACAGATCTATTGTTGA 

TCTTACACCAAGATCCAAACTTGAACATTCTACTTTTGTTGATACAG 

>SeqID_23_YVHl_h 

TGGGCGCGGCCATGTTGGAGGCTCCGGGCCCGAGTGATGGCTGCGAGCTCAGCAACCCCA 

GCGCCAGCAGAGTCAGCTGTGCCGGGCAGATGCTGGAAGTGCAGCCAGGATTGTATTTCG 

GTGGGGCCGCGGCCGTCGCGGAGCCAGATCACCTGAGGGAAGCGGGCATCACGGCCGTG 

CTAACAGTGGACTCGGAGGAGCCCAGCTTCAAGGCGGGGCCTGGGGTCGAGGATCTATGG 

CGCCTCTTCGTGCCAGCGCTGGACAAACCCGAGACGGACCTACTCAGCCATCTGGACCGG 

TGCGTGGCCTTCATCGGTCAGGCCCGCGCTGAGGGCCGTGCGGTGTTGGTGCACTGTCATG 

CAGGAGTCAGTCGAAGTGTGGCCATAATAACTGCITITCTC 

CTTTGAAAAAGCCTATGAAAAGCTCCAGATTCTCAAACCAGAGGCTAAGATGAATGAGGG 

GTTTGAGTGGCAACTGAAATTATACCAGGCAATGGGATATGAAGTGGATACCTCTAGTGC 

AATTTATAAGCAATATCGTTTACAAAAGGTTACAGAGAAGTATCCAGAATTGCAGAATTT 

ACCTCAAGAACTCTTTGCTGTTGACCCAACTACCGTTTCACAAGGATTGAAAGATGAGGTT 

CTCTACAAGTGTAGAAAGTGCAGGCGATCATTATTTCGAAGTTCTAGTATTCTGGATCACC 

GTGAAGGAAGTGGACCTATAGCCTTTGCCCACAAGAGAATGACACCATCTTCCATGCTTA 

CCACAGGGAGGCAAGCTCAATGTACATCTTATTTCATTGAACCTGTACAGTGGATGGAAT 

CTGCTTTGTTGGGAGTGATGGATGGACAGCTTCTTTGCCCAAAATGCAGTGCCAAGTTGGG 

TTCCTTCAACTGGTATGGTGAACAGTGCTCTTGTGGTAGGTGGATAACACCTGCITrTC^ 

ATACATAAGAATAGAGTGGATGAAATGAAAATATTGCCTGTTTTGGGATCACAAACAGGA 

AAAATATGAACATGATATTTTATAGCTTGGGAAGAAACTTGCAGATGATATGTGCTGCCTT 

TGCTTCTTATCATTCATGGCAGATTGTTAGTGCTTTC 

GATAAAATCAOTGATGTAACGTGGAAACTATGCTTTACATGGCAA 

CATGTACATTTTATTTGATATTAAAATCTTTTATAACCAGAAA 

>SeqIDJ25 SGP033_h 

GGGCGCCTGAGCCCCCTATATAGATCCTCAGGGCCCAGAAGCAGACTCTTCGGCGGGCGC 

CATGGGACCGTCAGAAGCTGGGCGCCGCGGGGCCGCCTCGCCCGTACCGCCACCGTTGGT 

GCGCGTCGCGCCCTCACTCTTCCTCGGGAGCGCGCGAGCCGCGGGCGCGGAGGAGCAGCT 

GGCGCGCGCGGGAGTCACTCTGTGCGTCAACGTCTCCCGCCAGCAGCCCGGCCCGCGCGC 

GCCCGGCGTGGCAGAGCTGCGCGTGCCCGTGTTCGACGACCCGGCTGAGGACCTGCTGGC 

GCACCTGGAGCCCACGTGCGCCGCCATGGAGGCCGCGGTGCGCGCCGGCGGCGCCTGCCT 

AGTCTACTGCAAGAACGGCCGCAGCCAGCTCGGCGCCGTCTGCACCGCGTACCTCATGCG 

GCACCGCGGCCTCAGCCTGGCGAAGGCCTTCCAGATGGTGAAGAGCGCTCGCCCGGTAGC 

AGAACCGAACCCGGGCTTCTGGTCTCAGCTCCAGAAGTATGAGGAGGCCCTCCAGGCCCA 

GTCCTGCCTGCAGGGAGAGCCCCCAGCCTTAGGGTTGGGCCCTGAGGCTTGAAGCTTGAA 

GGCCTGCTGCCTGGAGGAAGGATGTCCCTGCACTGATACAGAAGGCTGGTCTTTACCCTTC 

TTCCTCACTGTCATATCGAGTTTTCC 

>SeqH>_27_AI03 1656_h 

ACCTGGGCAATAAGG G ACTAGCAGTTCAGCCGTTTTCTATG CCTGCTGGATTTGTTTGTAT 
TTGTTCCCAGCCACTGCTCATGTAATGTACTCCCTTAACCAGGAAATTAAAGCATTCTCCC 
GGAATAATCTCAGGAAGCAATGCACCAGGGTGACAACGCTAACTGGAAAGAAAATTATA 
GAAACATGGAAAGATGCCAGAATTCATGTTGTGGAAGAAGTAGAGCCGAGCAGTGGGGG 
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agagcatitctatattSatctgS??^^ 

>SeqID_29_MKP.5 h 
CACTATAGGGCGAATTGGGCCTCT/ 
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AGGTCCATCAGTCTTCTGGAGCCCTCOT 

ATGCCAGAGGTCTTCTCTTCCCACGAGTCnTCACATGAAGAGCCTCTGCAGCCCTTCCCAC 

AGCTTGCAAGGACCAAGGGAGGCCAGCAGGTGGACAGGGGGCCTCAGCCTGCCCTGAAO 

TCCCGCCAGTCAGTGGTTACCCTCCAGGGCAGTGCCGTGGTGGCCAACCGGACCCAQGCC 

TTCCAGGAGCAGGAGCAGGGGCAGGGGCAGGGGCAGGGAGAGCCCTGCATTTCCTCTAC 

GCCCAGGTTCCGGAAGGTGGTGAGACAGGCCAGCGTGCATGACAGTGGAGAGGAGGGCa 

AGGCCTGA 

>SeqID_33_NPJ)60232Ji 

TTACGCCCGGAGGCGTCGGCGCTGCCACTGGCCCGCGACGGGAACGGGGCGAAAAGGCG 

GCGGCACC^TGTTCTCCCTCAAGCCGCCCAAACCCACCTTCAGGTCCTACTTCCTGCCACC 

GCCCCAGACTGACGATAAGATCAATTCGGAACCGAAGATTAAAAAACTGGAGCCAGTCCT 

TTTGCCAGGAGAAATTGTCGTAAATCAAGTCAATTTTGTGAGAAAATGCATTGCAACAGA 

CACAAGCCAGTACGATTTGTGGGGAAAGCTGATATGCAGTAACITC 

ACAGATGACCCAATGCCATTACAGAAATTCCATTACAGAAACCTTCTrCTTGGTGAACACG 

ATGTCCCTTTAACATGTATTGAACAAATTGTCACAGTAAACGACCACAAGAGGAAGCAGA 

AAGTCCTAGGCCCCAACCAGAAACTGAAATTTAATCCAACAGAGTTAATTATTTATTGTAA 

AGATTTCAGAATTGTCAGATTTCGCTTTGATGAATCAGGTCCCGAAAGTGCTAAAAAGGT 

ATGCCTTGCAATAGCTCATTATTCCCAGCCAACAGACCTCCAGCTACTCTTTGCATTTGAA 

TATGTTGGGAAAAAATACCACAATTCAGCAAACAAAATTAATGGAATTCCCTCAGGAGAT 

GGAGGAGGAGGAGGAGGAGGAGGTAATGGAGCTGGTGGTGGCAGCAGCCAGAAAACTCC 

ACTCTTTGAAACTTACTCGGATTGGGACAGAGAAATCAAGAGGACAGGTGCTTCCGGGTG 

GAGAGTTTGT TCTA TTAACGAGGGTTACATGATATCCACn^ 

GTGCCAAGTTCTTTAGCAGACCAAGATCTAAAGATCTTT^ 

GGATGCCACTCTGGTGCTGGAGCCACTCTAACGGCAGTGCTCTTGTGCGAATGGCCCTCAT 

CAAAGACGTGCTGC^GCAGAGGAAGATTGACCAGAGGATTTGTAATGCAATAACTAAAA 

GTCACCCACAGAGAAGTGATGTTTACAAATCAGATTTGGATAAGACCTTGCCTAATATTCA 

AGAAGTACAAGCAGCATTTGTAAAACTXiAAGCAGCTATGCGTTAATC 

AACTGAAGAGAAATGGTTATCTTCACTGGAAAATACTCGATGGTTAGAATATGTAAGGGC 

ATTCCTTAAGCATTCAGCAGAACTTGTATACATGCTAGAAAGCAAACATCTCTCTGTAGTC 

CTACAAGAGG AGGA AGGAAGAGACTTGAGCntjTTGTGTAGCTTCTCTTGI^ 

CTGGATCCCTATTITAGGACAATTACTGGATTTCAGAGTCTGATACAGAAGGAGTGGGTCA 

TGGC AGGATA TCAGTTTCTAGACAGATGCAACCATCTAAAGAGATCAGAGAAAGAGTCTC 

CTTTA 1 1 1 1 iGCTATTCTTGGATGCCACCTGGCAGCTGTTAGAACAATATCCTGCAGCTTTT 

GAGTTCTCCGAAACCTACCTGGCAGTGTTGTATGACAGCACCCGGATCTCACTGTTTGGCA 

CCTTCCTGTTCAACTCCCCTCACCAGCGAGTGAAGCAAAGCACGGAATTTGCTATAAGCA 

AAAACATCCAATTGGGTGATGAGAAGGGCTTAAAATTCCCCTCTGTTTGGGACTGGTCTCT 

CCAGTTTACAGCAAAGGATCGCACCCTTTTCCATAACCCCTTCTACATTGGAAAGAGCACA 

CCTTGTATACAGAATGGCTCCGTGAAGTCTTTTAAACGGACAAAGAAAAGCTACAGCTCC 

ACACTAAGAGGAATGCCGTCTGCCITAAAGAATGGAATCATCAGTGACCAAGAATTACrT 

CCAAGGAGAAATTCATTGATATTAAAACCAAAGCCAGATCCAGCTCAGCAAACCGACAGC 

CAGAACAGTGATACGGAGCAGTATTTTAGAGAATGGTTTTCCAAACCCGCCAACCTGCAC 

GGTGTTATTCTGCCACGTGTCTCTGGAACACACATAAAACTGTGGAAACTGTGCTACTTCC 

GCTGGGTTCCCGAGGCCCAGATCAGCCTGGGTGGCTCCATCACAGCCnTrCACAAGCTCTC 

CCTCCTGGCTGATGAAGTCGACGTACTGAGCAGGATGCTGCGGCAACAGCGCAGTGGCCC 

CCTGGAGGCCTGCTATGGGGAGCTGGGCCAGAGCAGGATGTACTTCAACGCCAGCGGCCC 

TCACCACACCGACACCTCGGGGACACCGGAGTTTCTCTCCTCCTCATTTCCATTTTCTCCT 

TAGGGAATCTGTGCAGACGAAGCATTTTAGGAACACCATTAAGCAAATTTTTAAGTGGGG 

CCAA AATA TGGTTGTCTACTGAGACATTAGCAAATGAAGACTAAAATAGGGTGTTTTCT 

AACATTTTGAGGGAAGCTGTCAACTTTTTTCCTCTGAATTAACATTGCTAA 

TGAATCTCTAATAACTTTATATGTAAGAATAATAGTTGGAATTTGCACTAATATT^ 

CATGTTGAATCATGCTrCTTTCACAOT 

C TTTCT GTCATTACAGGTCTGGCTCTTGTAACCGTGATCAAACTGTTCATGTTGTCTGCTAC 
ATTTTTGTCTCCATCCATTTTTCCn\\CCACCTCCTGAAGGCTATCT 

AGCAGCCCCAGGCAGCAGACAACAGGAAAGTTAGGAAATITGTGTTTCGTGTCATTTTTA 

GGAGCATCTGATAAAACCTCCAGCAGGTTTTAGGAAGTATTCATGTATTT^ 

TT CTGTC ATCTCTAATTGAACTCACCTGATGAAGGTTCAGTGTTCTGGGGCCAGAATTTA 

GATTTTAGATCACCTTCTTTGGAACCTTAGATCACTGTGTTTTGAAATCATC 

TAACITCATAGGGTCAACTTTAAAATC^ 

ATAATTAAACTTAGAAGTGCCTITGACTTTAGGATACAAATATTACAGAAGAAAATATAA 
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CCCACAC ACAA GTGAATTTAAAGGAGCAGCCCTGGTGTCACCTATCAGTAAAAGTATGTT 

AGAACGACTTTCCAAGTITGAAGTTGAAGATGCTGAAAATGTTGCTrCATATGACAGCAA 

GATTAAGAAAATTGTGCATTCAATTGTATCATCCTTTGCATTTGGACrATTTGGA 

TGGTCTTACTGGATGTCACTCTCGTCCTTGCCGACCTA^ 

AITCCTTCGGAGTATCGTTCTATTrCTCTAGCTATTGCCTTATTTTTT^ 

CTTCGAGTATTTGTAGAAGGGCCCGTCTATACCATTGGGCTGCCCCCTTCAGACCTCCGGG 

CAGGAAAAGAAGAGACTGTACTGGTCAGAGAAAGACATCAGCAGGAGAGCCAGAGATTC 

CTCCTCCTCTCCATCATCACCATCACCATTATTCTCATCACCATCACCGTCACCGTCATCAA 

ATATTTTAATTTAACTAAAAATATTAAACTTGAAATCA 

GAAGTAAATGAGTGGATGACTCAAGATCCTGAAAACATCATAGTGATTCACTGTAAAGGA 
GGCAAAATCATCATCACCATCATGGACTTCAAAGAAGTTTGTACAACTCAATATTGCAAA 
GTTGTCAGTTCTCTCAAGTTAATCTATAAATTCAATGTAGTTCCAATAAAAATCCTAAATG 
TGAAAGGAAGAACCGGAACT ATGGT TTGTGCGCTCCTTATTGCCT^ 

TGCAGAGGAAAGCCTGTATTATTTTGGAGAAAGGCGAACAGATAAAACCCACAGCAATA 

AATTTCAGGGAGTAGAAACTCCTTGTCAGAATAGATATGTTGGATATTTTGCACAAGTGA 

AACATCTCTACAACGGGAATATCCCTCCAAGACGGATACTCTTTATAAAAAGATTCATTAT 

TTATTCGACTCGTG GTGTTG GAACAGGTGATGTATGTGATCTACAATTCCAAATAGTAATG 

GAGAAAAAGGTTGTCTT1TCCAGTACTTCATTAGGAAATTGTTCGCTG 

>SeqID_41JBAA91 172 Ji 

GTGGCCCGGGAGGCGCCGAGGCCAGGTAGGTGCGATGGGCGTGCAGCCCCCCAACTTCTC 

CTGGGTGCTTCCGGGCCGGCTGGCGGGACTGGCGCTGCCGCGGCTCCCCGCCCACTACCA 

GTTCCTGTTGGACCTGGGCGTGCGGCACCTGGTGTCCCTGACGGAGCGCGGGCCCCCTCAC 

AGCGACAGCTGCCCCGGCCTCACCCTGCACCGCCTGCGCATCCCCGACTTCTGCCCGCCGG 

CCCCCGACCAGATCGACCGCTTCGTGCAGATCGTGGACGAGGCCAACGCACGGGGAGAG 

GCTGTGGGAGTGCACTGTGCTCTGGGCTTTGGCCGCACTGGCACCATGCTGGCCTGTTACC 

TGGTGAAGGAGCGGGGCTTGGCTGCAGGAGATGCCATTGCTGAAATCCGACGACTACGAC 

CCGGCCCCATCGAGACCTATGAGCAGGAGAAAGCAGTCTTCCAGTTCTACCAGCGAACGA 

AATAAGGGGCCTTAGTACCCTTCTACCAGGCCCTCACTCCCCTTCCCCATGTTGTCGATGG 

GGCCAGAGATGAAGGGAAGTGGACTAAAGTATTAAACCCTCTAGCTCCCATTGGCTGAAG 

ACACTGAAGTAGCCCACCCCTGCAGGCAGGTCCTGATTGAAGGGGAGGCTTGTACTGCTT 

TGTTGAATAAATGAGTTTTACGAACCAGGGA 
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>SeqID_2_AA023073 m 

MGVQPPNFSWVO-PGRLAGUaPRLPAHYQbLU^QGVRHLVSLTERGPPHSDSCPGL^ 

PDFCPPSPEQIDQFVKIVDEANARGEAVGVHCALGFGRTGT^ 

RLRPGSIETYEQEKAVFQFYQRTK 

>SeqID_4_AA030322_m 

MGTSEAAPPPFARVAPALFIGNARAAGATELLVRAGITLCNflWSRQ 

DDPAEDLLTHLEPTCAAMEAAVRDGGSCLVYCKNGRSRSAAVCTAYLMRHRGHSLDRAFQM 
VKSARPVAEPNLGFWAQLQKYEQTLQAQAILPREPIDPE 

>SeqID_6_AA103595jm 

MGSGMSQILPGLYIGNFKDARDAEQLSKNKVTHILSVHDTARPMLEGVKYLCff 

TRHFKESIKFIHECRLQGESCLVHCLAGVSR5VTLVIAYIMTVTO 

M^GFQRQLQEFEKHEVHQYRQWLREEYGENPLRDAEEAKNILAAPGILKYWAFLRRL 

>SeqID_8_AA 144705_m 

NTOSLQKQELRRPKIHGAVQVSPYQPPTI^SLQRLLWVRRTATL^ 
DKGRLIQLGITHVVNVAAGKFQVDTGAK^ 
ALNffRSRVLVHCAMGVSRSATIVLAFLMIFENMTLVDAlQTV 
NRLRRETGRL 

>SeqIDJ 0_AA274457_m 

MHSLNQEIKAFSRDNLRKQCTRVTTLTGKKUETWEDATN^ 
LQVGVIKPWLLLGSQDAAHDLELUUCHKVTHILNVAYGVENAFLSEFT^ 
YFPECFEFIEQAKLKDGVVLVHCNAGVSRAAAWIGFLMSSEEATFTTALSLVKE^ 
FMEQLRTYQVGKESNGGDKVPAEDTTGGL 

>SeqID_12_AA374753_h 

MGNGMNKILPGLYIGNFKDARDAEQLSKNKVTHILSVHDSARPML 
TRHFKESIKPIHECRUIGESCLVHCUVGVSRW 

NVGFQRQLQEFEKHEVHQYRQWUCEEYGESPLQDAEEAK>nLAAPGILKFWAFLRRL 
>SeqID_14_AA396428_m 

EPLVLKGGLSSFKQNHGNLCDNSLQLQECREVGGGASAASSMLPQSVPTTPDIENAELTPILPF 
LFLGNEQDAQDLDTMQRL^GWINfVTTHLPLYHYEKGLFNYKRLPATO 
FEFEEAHQCGKGLLfflCQAGVSRSATIVIAYLMKHTRNnTvITDAYKF^ 
QLLEFEDDLNNGVTPR1LTPICLMGMEWV 

>SeqID_16_AA422661 m 

MLEA(^TNHGCERQAPTASPASSAGHAVEV^ 

PAPPAGAGFEGLRSLFVPALDKPETDLLSHLDRCVAFIGQARSEGRAVLVHCHAGVSRSVAVV 

MAFIMKTDQLTFEKAYDILRTVKPEAKVNEGFEWQLKLYEAMGYEV^ 

TEKYPELWNLPQELFAVDPTTISQGLKDDILYKCRKCRRSLFRHSSILGHSEGSGP1AFAHKRTA 

PSSVLTTGSQAQCTSYFIEPVQWNffiSTLLGVMIXj 

AFQIHKNRVDEMKMLPALGSQTKKL 

>Se ;ID_1 8_LOC5 1207Ji 

MDSLQKQDLRJU*KIHGAVQASPYQPPTLASLQRLLWVRQAATLNHIDEVWPSLFLGDAYAAR 
DKSKLIQLGITHVVNAAAGKFQVDTGAKFYRGMSLEYYGIEADDNPFFDLSVYF^ 
ALSVPQGRVLVHCAMGVSRSATLVlj\FLNnYENMTLVEAIQTVQAHRNICPNSGFLRQLQ 
DNRLGRETGRF 

>SeqID_20_AA813 123_h 

MTASASSFSSSQGVQQPSIYSFSQITRSLFLSNGVAANDKLL^ 

QYIK\0>VTDARDSRLYDFFDPIADLIHTIDMRQGRTLLHCMAGVSR^ASLCLAYLMKYHSMSL 
LDAHTWTKSRRPIIRPNNGFWEQLIhTVEFKLFN^TV 

>SeqID_22_AA9 1 5932_h 
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NTTAPSCAFPVQFRQPSVSGLSQITKSLYISN^ 

QYMQVPVADSPNSRLCDFFDPIADHfflSVEMKQ 

SLLDAHTWTKSCRPIIRPNSGFWEQLIHYEFQLFGKNTVHMV 

>ScqID 24_YVH1 h 

NaEAPGPSDGCELSNPSASRVSCAGQMLEVQPGLYFGGAAAVAEPDHLREAGITAVLTVDliE 

EPSFXAGPGV^DLWRLFVPALDKPETDLLSHLDRCVAnGQARAEGRAVLVHCHAGVSRSVAI 

ITAFLMKTDQLPFEKAYEKLQIIXPEAKMNEGFEWQLKLYQAM 

TEKYPELQNLPQELFAVDPTTVSQGLKDEVLYKCRKC ' 

TPSSMLTTGRQAQCTCYFIEPVQWMESALLGVMIXKJLLCPKCSAKLGSFWWYGEQCSCGRW 

TPAFQIHKNRVDEMKILPVLGSQTGKI 

>SeqID_26_SGP033 h 

MGPSEAGRRGAASPWPPLVRVAPSLFLGSARAAGAEEQLARAGVT^ 

VAELRVPVPDDPAEDLLAHLEPTCAAMEAAVRAGGACLVYCKNGRSQLGAVCT 

GLSLAKAFQMVKSARPVAEPNPGFWSQLQKYEEALQAQSCLQGEPPALGLGPEA 

>SeqH>_28 AI031656_h 

MYSLNQEIKAFSRNNLRKQCTRVTTLTGKKIIETWKDAR 
LQVGVKPWLLLGSQDAAHDLDTLKKNKVTHILNVAYGVENAFLSDFTYKSI^ 
YFPECFEITCEAKJUCDGVVLVHCNAGVSRAAAIVIGFLMNSEQTSFTSA 
FMEQLRTYQEGKESNKCDRIQENSS 

>SeqID_30 MKP-5_h 

MPPSPLDDRVWAI£RPVRPQDLNLCI£>SSYLGSANPG 

SSGSARSLNCGCSSASCCTVATYDKDNQAQTQAIAAGTTTTAIGre 

LSPSSGVGSPVSGTPKQLASKITYPhnDIJVKKMTKCSKSHLPSQGPVro 

VHINCADKISRRRLQQGKnVLDLISCREGKDSFKJUF 

SLKREGKEPLVLKGGL£SFKQNHENLCDNSLQLQECREVGGGASGASS 

LTPILPFLFLGNEQDVRDLDTMQRLNIGYVINVTTHLPLYHY^ 

YFEEAFEFlEEAHQCGKGLLmCQAGVSRSATIVUYLMKHTRMTNlTO 

NFMGQLLEFEEDLNNGVTPRILTPKLMGVETVV 

>SeqID_32_NP_060746_h 

MLLLVAQRDRASRJFPHLYLGSEWNAANLEELQRNRVTHILNMAREID 
WDEESAQLLPHWKETHRFIEAARAQGTHVLVHCKMGVSRSAATVLA 

HVQELRPIARPNPGFLRQLQIYQGILTASRQSHVWEQKVGGVSPEEHPAPEVSTPFPPLPPEPEG 
GGEEKVVGMEESQAAPKEEPGPRPRINLRGVMRSISLLEPSLELESTSETSDMPEVFSSHESSHE 
EPLQPFPQLARTKGGQQVDRGPQPALKSRQSVVTLQGSAVVANRTQAFQEQEQGQGQGQGEP 
CISSTPRFRKVVRQASVHDSGEEGEA 

>SeqID_34_NP 060232 h 
MFSLKPPKPTFRSYFLPPPQTDDKINSEP 

GKLICSNFKJSnTDDPMPLQKTHYR^LLGEHDVPLTCIEQIVT^ 

NPTELIIYCKDFRIVRFRFDESGPESAXKVCLAIAHYSQPTDLQLLFAFEYV 

IPSGDGGGGGGGGNGAGGGSSQKTPLFETYSDWDREIKRTGASGWRVCSINEGYMISTCLPEY 

1VVPSSLADQDLKIFSHSFVGRRMPLWCWSHSNGSALVRMALIKDVLQQ 

PQRSDVYKSDLDKTLPMQEVQAAFVKLKQLCV^ 

HSAELVYMLESKHLSVVLQEEEGRDLSCCVASLVQVMLDPYFRTITGFQSLIQKEWVMAGYQ 

FLDRCNHLKRSEKESPLFLLFLDATWQLLEQYPAAFEFSET^ 

RVKQSTEFAISK^IQLGDEKGLKFPSVWDWSLQFTAKDRTI-FIWPFYIGKST^ 

RTKKSYSSTLRGMPSALK^IGnSDQELLPRRNSLILKPKPDPAQQTDSQNSDTEQYFREWFSKP 

Ahfl-HGVILPRVSGTHIKLWKLCYFRWVPEAQISLGGSIT 

GPLEACYGELGQSRMYFNASGPHHTDTSGTPEFLSSSFPFSPVGNLCRRSILGTPLSKFLSGAKI 
WLSTETLANED 

>SeqlDJ8_MTMR7_h 

MVPPKLQEAFEPFDLKHAGAHFRAPPRESLDHRENRVFRGFAPPDKRNEQAGSSSAWSVFYV 
CGMAQYSSSSSSVAQGSRKVENVRLVDRVSPKKAALGT^^ 

SQISTmKQATTATGCPLLIRCKOTQnQLIIPQERDCHDVYISLIRLARPVKYEELYCFSFNPMLD 
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>SeqID 40 AA4939I5_h 



^ SL KUYKFNVVPI]^^ 
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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet) 

This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article I7(2)(a) for the following reasons: 
1. \ | Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



PH Claims Nos.: 13-17 

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 



3. \^\ Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 

Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 

see additional sheet 



1 . | i As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all 
J 1 searchable claims. 



2. | | As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 
of any additional fee. 



3. | y I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
L^- 1 covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 

inventions 1, 6, 9-20 



4. | | No required additional search tees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 
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The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 
No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Continuation of Box 1.2 
Claims Nos.: 13-17 



Present claims 13-17 relate to the use of a substance defined by 
reference to a desirable characteristic or property, namely the ability 
to modulate the activity of a phosphatase. 

The claims cover all methods for treating a disease or disorder involving 
the use of a substance having this characteristic or property, whereas 
the application provides support within the meaning of Article 6 PCT 
and/or disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 PCT for none of such 
methods or substances. In the present case, the claims so lack support, 
and the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search over 
the whole of the claimed scope is impossible. 

Independent of the above reasoning, the claims also lack clarity (Article 
6 PCT). An attempt is made to define the method by reference to a result 
to be achieved. Again, this lack of clarity in the present case is such 
as to render a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope 
impossible. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. Claims: 1-12, 18-23 (all partially) 

A nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide having the amino acid 
sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 2 and subject-matter 
relating thereto. 



2. Claims: 1-12, 18-23 (all partially) 

A nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide having the amino acid 
sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 4 and subject-matter 
relating thereto. 



3. Claims: 1-12, 18-23 (all partially) 

A nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide having the amino acid 
sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 6 and subject-matter 
relating thereto. 



4. Claims: 1-12, 18-23 (all partially) 

A nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide having the amino acid 

sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 8 and subject-matter 
relating thereto. 



5. Claims: 1-12, 18-23 (all partially) 

A nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide having the amino acid 
sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 10 and subject-matter 
relating thereto. 



6. Claims: 1-12, 18-23 (all partially) 

A nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide having the amino acid 
sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 12 and subject-matter 
relating thereto. 



7. Claims: 1-12, 18-23 (all partially) 

A nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide having the amino acid 
sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 14 and subject-matter 
relating thereto. 



8. Claims: 1-12, 18-23 (all partially) 

A nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide having the amino acid 
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sequence set forth 1n SEQ ID NO: 16 and subject-matter 
relating thereto. 



9. Claims: 1-12, 18-23 (all partially) 

A nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide having the amino acid 
sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 18 and subject-matter 
relating thereto. 



10. Claims: 1-12, 18-23 (all partially) 

A nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide having the amino acid 
sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 20 and subject-matter 
relating thereto. 



11. Claims: 1-12, 18-23 (all partially) 

A nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide having the amino acid 
sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 22 and subject-matter 
relating thereto. 



12. Claims: 1-12, 18-23 (all partially) 

A nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide having the amino acid 
sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 24 and subject-matter 
relating thereto. 



13. Claims: 1-12, 18-23 (all partially) 

A nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide having the amino acid 
sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 26 and subject-matter 
relating thereto. 



14. Claims: 1-12, 18-23 (all partially) 

A nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide having the amino acid 
sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 28 and subject-matter 
relating thereto. 



15. Claims: 1-12, 18-23 (all partially) 

A nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide having the amino acid 
sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 30 and subject-matter 
relating thereto. 



16. Claims: 1-12, 18-23 (all partially) 
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A nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide having the amino acid 
sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 32 and subject-matter 
relating thereto. 



17. Claims: 1-12, 18-23 (all partially) 

A nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide having the amino acid 
sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 34 and subject-matter 
relating thereto. 



18. Claims: 1-12, 18-23 (all partially) 

A nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide having the amino acid 
sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 38 and subject-matter 
relating thereto. 



19. Claims: 1-12, 18-23 (all partially) 

A nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide having the amino acid 
sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 40 and subject-matter 
relating thereto. 



20. Claims: 1-12, 18-23 (all partially) 

A nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide having the amino acid 
sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 42 and subject-matter 
relating thereto. 
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